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REVEREND. FATHER 
in Chriſt the L. Biſhop of 


-  WorcEsTER, my 
very good Lotd, 


= I /Y good Lord, it is nowe full 

$7 || two yeeres fince Up9n 4 pur- 

N#lo|| poſe to reuiewe ſome part of 
Mol! thoſe exerciſes which I per- 

Wl ll formed in the citie of Worce- 
|| fer, / extradted theſe fewe 
J)|o1| Sermons to ſerne for introduc- 

"| tzopro thereft. pon diſpatch 
| whereof apply:ng my ſelfe not 

As long after to another matter of 

greater waight, and being thereby as by other occaſions hin- 
aered from any connenient leiſure ro deale by my ſelfe for 
the publiſhing of theſe diſcourſes , they haye ſithence lien 

4 ſleepe, till of late opportanitie (ering, Ifound the meanes 
to tender them to his hands which harh thus broaght rhens 
mroopen light. Since which time being by your Loraſbip 
motioned to doe that which Thad thus beganne to doe , and 
haning your opinion that therein 7 ſkoald do a ſeruice bene- 

fiall and profitable ro the Church, Twas the more com- 
_ Fo. A 2 forted 


of 
oN 
o 
0 
of 
ad 
o 
QJ- 
3 
0 


" _— —— ? 
" ery yt CI dee 4 «1 4% 8 Cas 
, Ss le Bo DS ak Ce, 32 


© faortedinthat I had begunne 


, pe y 
» a. BS. fi ob Eee $5 $5 HE 
TRAL7T YR A at 48 ro ee EE 7: ao Sea, 
When tn Sal oe rt OT "108; Bs eb A LIES ; 8 -- EY 
oh, a” - My 2 - Az * 


before I had intented to commend wnto your, Loraſt ips 
good fauour the, firft fruites of 1hee my rewjewed meai- 
tations. CAndtheerein I account your Lordſhip to hane 


ſome ſpeciall intere# , both in regard of the place where 


they were performed being your owne Cathearall Church, 
as alſo of my ſelfe; who hauing founde that Honoarable re- 


ſet at your Loraſhips handes ſince your firft comming to 


that place, cannot but holde my ſelfe alwates bounaro yeeld 
a due acknowledgement and confeſsion thereof. Which 1 
conlde not tell better how to doethen by a gift of inke and 
paper, which yet doth rather craue another fauour for the 
accepting of in, then yeelde any recompenice of the former. 
But I hope this my labour ſhall not bee vnſruitefull unto 
them who at the firft were hearers of theſe Sermons, Who 
if they-reaped any benefite or comfort at the fir by hea- 
ring, may nowe renewe the ſame by reading, and more 
firmely imprint in minde what they then concetued might 
ſerne for th-ir edification and furtherance towardes God. 


And although I doubt not but if their regard in _hea-- 


rig were anſwerable to my care in ſpeaking , they ftullre- 
taine the taſte of thoſe wholeſome wordes that were aeli- 
wered unto them, yet to giue themrbe more full and per- 
fett apprehenſzon area 1 will endeuour as opportunitie 
may ſerue to preſent unto their eies the thinges which did 


once affett their eares, and tomake others alſo partakers 


of the ſame « if at leait theſe ſmall beginnings doe finde 


that comfortable entertainment both with them andothers, 
4 may gine epcouragement to the ret to folowe after. 
IWherein I can promiſe to my ſelfe no more then the con- 
aition of theſe times will affoorde , in which their reignerh 
aniceand wanton humour which deliehreth to.bee tukled 
wh the entiſmg wordes of humane wiſeddme, and more 
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reſpetteth how finche wee fpeake 10 pleaſe rhe eare, then 
how faithfully to touch the heart. But for mypart as in prea- 
ching, ſo in writing, my care hath atwaies beene rather 
70 edifie the conſcience of the godiie then tofeedethe fan: 
* ie of the curioms, and not to elude men with empris 
= wordes, but onelie by conemnient woraes- to impreſſe and 
enforce the matter that 1 hane had in hand. And more 
then this the Reater may not expetf tither in'thus Treatiſe 
or ante other that heereafter happily may come from me. 
Which 1 know ſhall be pleaſing ro your Lordſhip, whoſe tra- 
wels haue alwaies entirely tended ts the ſauing of ſoules by 
implanting them with true faith and inftrattions of god- 
lie life , and by ſeeking paſtonately and effectually to enter 
inro the harts of them to whom you hane ſpoken. Where- 
tn as God hath bleſſed your labours in other places, ſo 1 
Z _ doubr not but hee will alſain the place where nowe you 
2 are, asI hariilie wiſh and prate for , as willing ro expreſſe 
mine affection to that citie wherein 1 haue beftowed the 
greateſt ſeruice of my life , and wherem 1 aſſure my ſelfe 
hat a fewe names'there are at lea#t , I hope many that ſhall 
ph be my crowne and reioycing at the daie of the Lord te- 
* ſu. Of which ivy 1 enuic not that anyman ſhould be par- 
 _ taker with me, but rather deſire to heare of a ſucceſſour 
in my place, by whoſe good meanes they may be yet fur- 
ther increaſed and ftabliſhed in the grace of God. hich 
how neceſſarie a care it i, 1 thinke there 14 no man but 
feeth, that inwardly watgheth and taketh to hart the ſtate 
of our dues wherein we are ſo ſetled vponthe lees of thoſe 
corruptions which are vſually bredde by long proſperitie 
and peace, as rhat much worke it #, not onely to waken 
rhem that ave afleeepe , but alſo to keepe men from ſlee- 
ping, when they are once awake. The due conſideration 
whereof if it were admitted woulde perhaps ſtirre op the- 
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deuotion of them whom it concerneth ro be mindefull of 
their owne good. Which I knowe manie of them are, and 
God:1 hope by your Lordſhips good meanes will mooxe the 
ref. With which hope 1 recommend theſe remembrances 
fo your Lordſbips fawourable accepiation, beſecching God 
ſo to bleſſe your endeuours and courſes 4s rhat they may 

geeld glorie unto Goa,and profite ro his church , and 
comfort to your owne ſoule at the com- 
ming of Jeſus Chrife. 
ren, 


Your Lordſhips inall loue anddutie, | 
Roz, Anzor, 


PA 


- © an " bY a "0 ah. "YI" 
- te rods on; hook oe B- 0" 9 Es 4 Pe SE Re wal aiae/ -; 
Vv 4 Yes a 5 "C0 3 25-x 
- 


YERITS £ : 6 
DL ARIES by, os : n & 
Wes ' SS . 4 i RAR 
TE rene oe rn Inn, Fo od Ge fd of > TG *.1 1 TY a. SO 


« 4 oy , «33 - F 
As ak GE "POBE- Ih Le. Fagy, : ER OY or Pond at eng FS 
A ee me ae Spotl = 
XS 2 OI po MG BE TE A EE ed COEUR INE IE OE CN? 


a - ny 
»- I M7 { 4h+ 5 ao 4 V+ Y 
IT EE aL dee 
os Q RE is Aa * % lbs THOR 
CO GOIN Rn” ene bi nil es 
3 Fang 


YN 2 "Ik 

5,9 _ : VI be C 
Bs SI Dk 
RD 


Sy X<:\ : 
2 SRL 
I © lt 
YE $5. 60d 


DA ts Ok Yo EO Sg hr SANE T3 = neg" ROY 
RON BRED dnt £0 DRY 


L PE en, OO OTOL OO Oo, CO 05 3- W  O  OIESIINN : en” Ao — 
. $08 CER: aff ak nie x SR rr SR Gn EEE BIS ee ne oe And Ode oben. moo oof oligo de dct oa ot. 
* EI IE RL EE Eo Wo iS IE CS. EL et I ee eng 
Y 
. . = 


The Lord ſaied vntomy Lord, (it thou at my right hand;un- 
till Tmake thine enimies thy footeFoole. 


—0@ Reatis the mſterie of godlines, faith *1.Tim.z.16, 
Jy Saint Pewl; God made manifeſt mihe 
I fleſh, &c. God in the fleſh, manto 
Z2 be God; one and the ſame to be 
Fay both God and man, it1s * a woon- Þ Bermer, in vi. 
>, dcr ofthe worlde, nay more then-agil.natal.dow, 
world- of woonders. God higher/*3- 
then the heauens ; mao ofrhe {lime 
and duſt of the earth. Godincor- 
ruptible andimmortall ; man nothing but mortalitic and cor- 
ruption. God infinite and incomprehenſible ; © rbe heawens © 3.King, 8.27, 
and heagens of heauens are not able tocomeine bin, mana hand- 
full ofwormes meare; a fewe ſpannes are fufhcient tode- 
ſcribe and meaſure him, What compariſon is there at all be- 
ewixt the licauenly maicſtic of God, and the baſenes of vile - 
fleſh And yet the * word which was God, became fleſÞ and *196.1.1.14. 
dwelt among vs, &rc. Amyſtcric vnſpeakeable, the ſceret of 
Chriſtian faith, rhe. foundation of Chriftian hope ; the 1n- . 
ducement of Chriſtian loue , both rowards him who being 
God became manfor our ſakes, and towards other men for. 
Ins ſake. | 
2 Thereuealing ofthis wyſterie to the world we celebrate 
chis day, which by our ſolemne obſervation 18-anſweradle ro _. 
that day when as the angel! broughtthat gracious and bleffted | 
tidingsfrom heauen, © Behold 1 bring you glad tidings of 'great * Zue.2,10. 
$29 that ſhall bz to all people, that this day there is borne vnto you 
in the citie of Dauid a Suniour, which i Chrift the Lords. / 
Ofthis Saviour, Chriit the Lord, was this Pſalme written by This Pſalme - | 


- way of Prophecte, which for the performance of this ſolem- 71itte=ef 


nity Thauechoſento entreate of, which althouglithe lewegof ©7107 Sod 
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the Phariſces durſt not denie tt/when®* being appoſed and 


demaunded by our Samour, how te ſhould be ſeeing Chriſt is 


the ſonne of Danid,, that Dauid notwithſtanding ſhould call 
him Lord,ſaying, The Lord ſaid wntomy Lora, they could not 
anſkver bun a wofd, whereasthe anfivere had been very ealic 
and readie ifrhey could haue denied this Plalmeto be meant 


of Chrilt. But they knew it could not be otherwiſe vnder- 
{too0d,and it was commonly raken amongſt them eo be a pro- 


phecic oftheir Meflias, according to the yeric-euidence of 
the text it ſclfe, which cannot be fttedto any other,but onc- 
[5 co Chriſt our Sautour the ſonne of God, For whereas ſome 
of them ſithence haue conſtrued all theſe things as ſpoken in 


| the aame of the people of Tudah concerning Dasid their 


king,the texrir ſelfe refuſeth that conſtrution,when inthoſe 
words, ſit tbog at my right band, it mentionethan honour done 
to him of whom itſpeaketh, greater then can be firted to the 
angels, and therefore much lcfſeto be applied vnto Daxid. 
Againc,thar which is ſpoken in the fourth verſe of the Prieſt- 
hood,cannot be vaderſtood of David who was1ndecda king, 
but never had any thing ſpoken as touching the Pricfthovd 


£0 appertaine vnto him, aad of whomit catnot be concciued 


how it ſhould be faied ; Thos art aprieſt for ener,cfc.Yca there 
15 nothing here ſpoken whereof we may ſee in Dauid anic 
more butſome little ſhadowin compariſon of that that hath 
come to paſlcin Icſus Chriſt, | 


3 Vaderſtandingitcherefore of him to whom on ely it can 


popenly belong,weway ſec many notablelefſons conteined 
1 


ecrein ; of the kingdome and prieſthood of Chriſt ; of his 
mightic power and ſuccefſc in the gathering and gouer- 
ning of his Church: of the condition and qualitic of lus peo- 
ple : of his dreadfull reuengement and wrath to be brought 
vponallthem thatrefit his kingdowe and gauerninent. We 
may for orders ſake divide the whole Plalm into three parrs : 
the one concerning the kingdome of Chriſt 1n the three fir(t 
verſes : the other concerning his prieſthood in the fourth 
verſe : the third concerning his power and viRtoric.and tri- 
umph ouer his enimies, from rhefourth verſe to. the ende. 


n the kingdame ABAINC 1n the firſt concerning the kingdome of Chriſtchree 


4 of Chrizt. 


points may oblerued.Firſt the inueſting of him into his king- 
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maner how this kingdome is ereGted and eſtabliſhed. Inthe 
third yerſe the qualitie and continuall ſupply of che ſubies 
of this kingdome. WEL SO 7 

The inveſting of Chriſt mto this glorious kingdome is by 
the word of his heauenly father, The Lord ſated unto my Lord. 
Wherein is vtteredthe cucrlaſting decree and purpoſe of 6:4: /ayine 
God forthe exaltation of Ieſus Thriſt to this excellenr glorie #the mane/e- | 
co firat the righthand of God. For whatſoever God doth, or 4 og 
will do he barh before ſaied it with himfelfe:1n his ſecret and 04 "S 
vnſearchable-counſell before the foundations of the worlde ; 
were laide. Now we arc heere todiſtinguiſh him that ſaierb 
from jim to whow it is /aied, rlie onerermed rheLord; the The Lord, Gat 
other my Lord; to import by the one, that is, the Lord, God the father : my 


che father : by the other, that is, my Lord, the ſonne Icſus 194 
& o 


Chriſt, who according tothe * fleſpwas made of the ſeed of De-", Row, 

' nid, andin that reſpeCtwas theſonneof Dawid, but yercalled 2 
by David himſelfe my Lord, that we may vnderſtand thar-he- 
is ſomewhat more chen that that heiwas borne of Dasid. Fh 
by being Daxids ſonne,he was bur onely man, bur ſome] 
there is further for which David \, yes, of him callech him 
Lord, teaching vsthereby to acknowledge him to bee tlie 
ſonne of God. But when ſpeaking of Godthe Father,he cal- 27, rord, why 
leth him che Lord,and ſpeaking of Godthe Sonne, he callech #=/þeciul maner 
him my Lord, as thereby to 1mportſome mare ſpeciall ang /?*%»57 nip. 
neerer bond and reſpe& betwixtthe ſonne and vs, he doth ir 
not to barre 'vs from calling God thefather o#r Lord alfa, bur 
thereby giueth vs occaſion to contider that all that commu- 
nion and felowſhip which wee haue with God the father, 
whereby we are his people, and he 1sthe Lord our God,ari- 
feth from the ſonne, and ſtandeth in the ſonne, ſo that no 
otherwiſecan wecallGodour Lord and our God, but as with 
Thomas we can firlt ſaievnto Iceſus Chrilt, * Thow art my Lord * 16.10.28. 
and my God. For whoſocucris excluded from the ſonne, is ex- 

-duded alſo from the father. © Whoſoener denieth the ſonne, \ |: 2-23: 
ſaieth Saint 7obn,; the ſame bath nor the father, And the ſonne Wig os 
himſelfe celleth vs;/* [am theway, the trmib, ard thelife: Ne wiſegued =t 
ran commeth vmothe father but by me. Godis good & graci- merrifu!l unto " 
ous, full of mercy and compallion, full of bountic and kinde- 2: #=2in ba - - » 
nefle-, bur the fountaine of all this "mm is topped and on —_ 
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is ſo approoued and vndoubred a 


anſwer bim a wofd, whereasthe anſwere had been yery calic 


of Chriſt. Bur they knew it could not be otherwiſe vnder- 
{too0d,and it was commonly raken amongſt them to be a pro- 


- king,the textit ſelfe refuſeth thar conſtrution,when in thoſe 


dap ay of Chriſt, that 
the Phariſees durſt not deniett/ when being appoſed and 


demaunded by our Samour, how x ſhould be ſeeing Chriſtis 


the ſonne of Danid, that Dauid notwithſtanding ſhould- call 
him Lord,ſaying, The Lord ſaia vntomy Lord, they could not 


and readie if they could haue denied this Plalmeto be meant 3 


phecic oftheir Meſhias, according to the verie-euidence of &! 
the textit ſclfe, which cannoc be fitted to any other, but one- 45 
ly co Chriſt our Sauiour the ſonne of God, For whereas ſome ; 
of them ſithence haue conſtrued alltheſe things as ſpoken in 7 
the name of the people of Iudah concerning Dasid their 


words, ſt tboy at my right hand, it mentionethan bonour done 
to him of whom it ſpeaketh, greater then can be fieted tothe 1 
angels, and therefore much leſſeto be applied vnto Danid. * 


 Againe,thar which is ſpoken in the fourth verſe of the Prieſt- ' 
hood,cannot be ynderſtood of Daxid who wazindeeda king, # 
butneuer had any thing ſpoken as touching the Prieſthood 7 


toappertaine vnato him, and of whomit cannot be conceiued 
how it ſhould be faied ; Thou art aprieſ? for ever,gfc.Yea there 3 
15 nothing here ſpoken whereof we may ſee in Dauid ante #7 
more but ſome little ſhadowin compariſon of that that hath 
come to paſlc in Icſus Chriſt, "re : 
3 Vnderſtandingittherefore of him to.whom onely it can 
pony belong,we way ſec many notableleflons conteined 

1eerein ; of the kingdome and prieſthood of Chriſt : of his 
mightic power and ſucceſſce in the gathering and gouer- 
ning of lis Church: of the condition and qualitic of his peo- 
ple: of his dreadfull reuengement and wrath to be brought 
vponallthemthatreſift his kingdome and gauerninent, We 
may for orders ſake divide the whole Palm into three parts; # 
the one concerning the kingdome of Chriſt 1n the three firſt # 
yerſes : the other concerning his prieſthood in the fourth | 
verſe: the third concerning his power and viRtorie.and tri- | 
umph ouer his cnimies, from the fourth verſe to the ende, # 


in the kimgdome ABSINC 1n the firſt concerning the kingdome of Chriſtchree 
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points may obſcrued.Firſt che inueſting of him into his king- 
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Jorve ; in the firſt verſe. Inthe ſecond verſethe meanes and. "M 
maner how this kingdome is ereGted and eſtabliſhed. Inthe 
third verſe the qualitie and continuall ſupply of the ſubics 
of this kingdome. 
The inveſting of Chrift into this glorious kingdome is by 
the ward of his heauenly father. The Lord ſaied wnto wy Lord, 
Wherein is vttered the euerlaſting decree and purpoſe of Gods ſayine 
God forthe exaltation of Iefus Chriſt to this excellent glorie #the maviſe- 
to ear the righthand of God. For wharfocuer God doth, or "x ++ ” 
- will do he bath before ſated it with himſelfe:1n his ſecret and rode "s 
vnſearchable-counſell before the foundations of the worlde ; 
were laide. Now we arc heere to diſtinguiſh him that ſaierb 
from him to whow itis ſaied, the onetermediheLord; the The Lord, Ged 
other my Lordz to import by the one, that is, rhe Lord, God 'he father : my 


the father : by the other, that is, my Lord, the fonne Teſus £274: Godthe 
oNNne. 


Chriſt, who according rothe * fleſpwas made of the ſeed of Da-", Row 

nid, and in that reſpe&twas the lonne of Dawid, but yercalled * * we 

by Dauid himſelfe wy Lord, that we may vnderftand thar-he 

is ſomewhat more chen that that he wasborne of Dazid. Fr 

by being Dazids ſonne,he was but onely man, bur ſomewh 

there is further for which Daxid i, P eaking of him callech him 

Lord, teaching vsthereby to acknowledge him to bee the 

ſonne of God. Butwhen ſpeaking of Godthe Father,he cal- 24 rord; why 

leth him rhe Lord,and ſpeaking of God the Sonne, he calleth injpecial mavey = 

him my Lord, as thereby to1mportſome more ſpeciall ang/?*%knoffbrif. 

neerer bond and reſpect betwixtthe fonne and vs, he doth ir 

not to barre 'vs from calling God thefarher o#r Lor4 alſo, bur 

thereby giueth vs occaſion to contider thar all char commu- 

nion and felowthip which wee haue with God the father, 

whereby we are his people, and he isthe Lord our God,ari- 

ſeth from the ſonne, and ſtandeth in the ſonne , ſo chat no 

otherwiſecan we call God our Lord and our God, but as with 

Thoma we can firlt ſaie ynto Teſus Chrilt, * Thow art my Lord * 1b.10.28. - 

and my God. For whoſocuer ts excluded fromthe ſonne, isex- 

duded alſo from the father. * #hoſcener denieth the ſorne, \ 1b-2:23- 

faieth Saint /obn, the ſame bath not the father. And the fonne Sep _— 

himſelfe tellethvs; © [aw theway, the trrath, ard thelife; No wiſe good 2s? 

mancommetb vntothe father but by me. Godis good & graci-mercifull»nto " 

ous, full of mercy and compallion, full of bountte and kinde- 2: 544i ba © - 

nefle., bur the fountaine of all this goodnes is ſtopped ang /7"c19® 
| 7, To. B ſhue 
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God. Whereby we may conceiue how licele good they haue 
reaped by their ſpeculations concerning Cod that haua liued 
without the knowledge and faith of Teſus Chriſt, ,They haue 
caricd great credite and reputation of wiſedome ang [car- 
nivg in the world , and haue beene accouned dune men, 
and indeed haue vrrered many excellent andwoorthie ſen- 
tences concerning the diune nature, his wiſedomwe and po- 


wer, hisiuſtice and mercy, and our dutie and devotion to-. 


wards him. But they ſpake onely '2s it were by hearcſay, 


and thoſe ſentences were bat onely weake and languiſhing 


1maginations, the authors whereof fought rather to. gaine 
olorie ynto themſelucs by ſpeaking of God , then toglorific 
God of whom they fpake. Albert howſoeuer they ſpake 
them, and how farre ſocucr they apprehended what they 
ſpake, yerwhat comfort of conſcience recciued they there- 
by © what peace towards Gad? what perſwafion of Gods loue 
towards them © whar aſſurance ofthe forgiuenelle of Gnnes* 
what were they the neerer vnto euecrlaſting life ? ſurely no- 
ching at al, becauſe they were without Chriſt, who Qnly 15 rhe 
ladder by which life deſcendeth from God to vs, & we aſcend 


The weceſſitie £9 liue with God; And heereby we may ſee how neceſſaric a 
thing it isfar vs to vnderſtand the myſterie of Icſus Chriſt,nor . 

ledge of Chriſt. thinking itfuffhicient, as many doe, hiſtorically ro knowe,and 
formally of cuſtome to celebrate the memorie of his birth 


and death,and reſurreCtion, and aſcending into heauen , but 


ſearching out the fruttes and effebts thereof; enquiring after - 


that grace and faluation which he hath broughe vnto vs ther- 
by ; that ſo we may know whar cauſe we haue of this ſolemne 
retoycing, and our reioycing may be notonely according to 


the fleſh and outward man, bur imuch more inwargly in ſpi- 
_ ritandconſcience , whileſtthat being afſured that Chriſt is 
awr Lord, we finde 1n him comfort of peace towards God and. 


of the forgiuenefſe of our ſinnes, and certaine hope of the fa- 


vour and loue of God tawards vs bothin life and 1a death by . 


that mediation and atronement that he hath wrought. 

5. Whichattonement that he might worke, he woulde be- 
come ofthe ſonne of God, the ſonne of David: bath waics a 
kings ſonne; according to his Godhead the ſonne of the 
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dearh, fardemcancd beaten ll cingdy ave, thetabernacle 
bf Davidbeingnowfaltcn downe,8: onely the rainesrhereof 
reiniaming: the branches and arinesefthat pooHyrrer bring 
now cutoff, & only the roote orftamp leſeasirwere in a drie. 
and barren'ground. Marie his nother of the houſe of David 
is maniedto /oſeph,ofthe houſe of Dawid alſo butof no better 
ſtate buta poore carpenter, and'offofinall eſtimation, thar in 
thecitic of Dawid for hiswife, yea bring wah clulde, grear 
with chrtde, yeatraveling wich chide and-childe bearing, he 
coulde'finde tro better encerrainement bur rhat themorher 
muſt be chambered m attable, and thechilde-cradeled in a 
cratch or manger, as if they had beete to baſe To recciue 
thatcommoncurtehie thar in foch a'caſe is vouchſafed ro the 
meancft,and other tvens horſes were tobethoughrwoorthic 
of ns good plate as they. es 5 
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6 Nowheerearewerobeginne inthe fearning of Chriſt, if The profitable 

we will learnt hitmfroicefulty and to-our coarfort. Ifwe be- oo of 
ginne at his maivſtie,ir will confound vs; #fwefirit looke to, 1, 
the brighenefſe of his gloriegir will blade our'eres, his cterrors ,,i1;arcon and 
ſhall make vs #fraile, and wee ſhall not Gare ro-come vnto weakenes, 


him. And therefore 'fome whileft they haue 1aunegiately 
faftned their ties vpon the highnefſe and maiettic of Chriſt 
fitring at the right hand of God, hane beone diſcouraged and 
drivenaway from him, & wheras he is 0ur-only mediarour to 
bring vs vnto God, hanedeniſod andſervp ocher mediators 
to bring them 'vyro(hoy, This 'was'the-errour-of Poperic 
which embraced rheftorre of Chriſts incarnation and death, 
but never tanght'the viſe thereof ; and tefemen m-an opinion 
as if Chriſt according to themanerofeartlly 2% Hrs of 
tharauſteriticand ftatelineſſe, rharthey might not preſume 
direMyto come'varo him, butinuft 'victhe ſolicitarion and 
1nterceſlfon-of other'faintstlrat were-neere about him, Bur 
fromthiserror we ſhall be free, ifwebeginwith Chriſt where 
wevoughrtro doe, We muſtacquaimronr felues with him in =» 
hisgweakenes, andthen he ſhall-norfeerme Ereadfollto vs in 
'his ſtrengeh-we tnaſt beconmerfantwith him mm his humilicy, 
andrhar ſhalt miniſtervmtovs boldndfſctogo voto himin his 
-elorie. If we ſcorne-ro fire with him inthe ftable,/and to. 
Lamecftitn invhetimngern if we neglerhe comfort thar 
| B 2 
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"we ſhouldreceiue by his humbling & abaſiog of himſelfe for = 
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k 2.7 hefſ, 2, 8, 


= Fp0c.6.16, 


our ſakes, the beames of his glorious light ſitting now 1n the 
waicitic ofthe godhead, ſhall ſeeme ymto vsas flames of fire 
readie to-conſume vsif we approch voto him, As therefore 
we know how we our ſelues are borne, little and weake, and 
fo grow froin infancie to childehood, and from clildchood to 
ripe age andfull trength, even ſo muſt Chriſt haue his be= 
ginning and proceeding in vs. Ve muſt embrace him ſwad- 
Icdin the manger, and grow vp with him cuen from bis cra- 
dle and childehood, and continue the decourſe of his whole 
life, and ſee therein how, as Hulary faith; * Omnes nature no- 


' ſtre contumelias tranſcurrit ; He ranne through all the contume- 


lies and diſpraces of our nature, We muſt behold him * withowr 
forme or beantie,, © a worme and no man, the ſcorne of men and 
contempt of the people,poore and deſpiſed, inmeaner ſtatethen 
the * foxes that bane their boles, and the birdes of the aire that 
bane their nefts, whereas he had not where toreſt his bead, a man 


full of forowes, bauing great experience of infirmities, worne and 


ſpent with watching, faſting,and traucling; continually bea- 


ring the reprochesand gainſayings of proud men, bought 
and ſolde by treacherie.and falihood, calumaioully and flan- 


 deroully accuſed, condemned, ſpitted at, crowned with 
. thornes in wockerie and derifion,nailed to a crofſe, accoun- 


ted wich theeues and murtherers, pearced with a ſpearc, 
umpriſonedin the grave. The beholding of theſe things ſhall 
prepare and fortific our light , thatwith cagles<1es withour 
dazeling wee may, looke vpon this * ſunne of righteouſneſſe, 


now ſhining 1a his trevgth, For we thus concciue that Chrilt ' 


hauing vndergone alltheſt things for our ſakes, and. being 


ours in his birth, and in his life, and in, his death, is ours allo 


now that he is raiſed againc fromthe dead , and * that be ſit- 
tethattheright hand of God romake intercetlion for ys, and 
therefore that * bawing ſo great an bighprieft for vs entred in- 
to beauen, axd* appearing tn the. /igbt of God for vs, even Ieſus 
the ſanne of God , wee may with boldneſſe goe vnto the throne of 
grace,to receine mercy andto finde prace to helpe in time of neede.,. 


Andthus ſhall we be enabledro bearc * rhe brigbtneſſe of by 


comming, and ' to lift vp. our heads for oy that our redemptian 
and full deluerance is athand, when other men ſhall be ar 


their wits end ith perplexitic and feare, and ſhall fay ® onto 


_ ps CT adrarts  fallopen po 


ſence of bim that ſuteth vpon the eg Now Gen be AMar- 
ciou the heretike obieQ hat thoſe infirmities and weakenel(- 
ſcs,thoſe.affliftions and indignitics that we haue ſpoken of, 
are matrersnot beſceminggor befitting the gloric of God,and 
and we will anſivere with Tertulben, * Totum Dei meipenes vos * Tertul, cons, 
dedecus ſacramentum eft bumane ſalutis, All that you account Marciolib.z. 
the reproch and diſgrace of our God,ss the ſacrament or myſterie of | : 
mans ſaluation. It is for man: beboofe whatſoener be wndertooks 

unwoorthie of bimſelfe. * Humilitas cius noftra nobulitas eft;conr Hil deTri- 
tumclia eina honor nofter e#t, ſaith Huarie. The bumbling of hins nit.(s.z. 

« the ennobling of vs; bu reproch ts our honour, This is the fout- 

dation whereupon. we builde our ſelues to heauen: 1n this 
huauliation and weakenefle of Icfas Chriſt are conteined the 

infinite riches of grace and life... 

7 But what was it in manthat cayſcd the fonne of Godto gry wetke 
take vpon him this diſgracedand diſpiſed ſtate? It was name- orcafion of 

ly the finne of man.” Woondercſt rhou that ſuch indignitie Chrifts abafing - 
ſhould befall ynto the ſonne of God? Remember thy ſelfe, © re I 
huwblethy ſelfe before the Lord andfay:Ic was my Lone that TY 
cauſed the Lord of gloric to rake-vpon him reproch and 

ſhame, There could not be found in heauenor earthany o- 


_ ther expiation ofmy ſinne, butthat the ſonne of God mult 


demeane himſelfe toſuſſertbings ynwoorthy of God tomake 
atronement betwixt God and me, And when thoy arrcome | 


ſo far, goc op! yet and fay : Shall Icheriſh finne in methar 


brought all thiswrong vponthe ſonnce of God*ShallIthinke 
ligbtly of thar iniquity and yncleaneffe, which was ſogreat 
with God that nothing could fatisfie forit, but.che bloud of 
his onely begotten ſonne © Shall Ebeſtow my lifeand gdaiesin 
vanity and vnrighteouſneſſe, which Ivoderfland was ſodeer- 
ly bought to-be halowed vato God? Thos, Ifay, we ſhould 
bcthinke our ſclues, and with ſuch meditations bufie our - 
ſeluesthis ſolemne cune, which now weſee, ſpecially inthe 
reateſt houſes, not without great. ſinae, wholy in a manner 


-deſtinatedto exceſſe of vanity and folly of wild and vobride- 


led: behaviour, asif we rather kept the prophane and licen- 
rioys feltiualls of Bacchmand Apple, then a;wboly rement - 
brance of leſus Cluiſt.: 

8: KHitherto. we. bauc.: ſcehic the humbling of Daxid:Lord:: 
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of Chrift to fit 


.at the riobt 


NIE. PEE INE 


tratnbles, God the Father is brouphrin faytng; fe rhav ar wy 


right band, &e. Wheveby irfighifiegrheHfcingvp ofthe aan 


baxdof God, Gheift tothe participation and felowſhip cfche inafeRty and 


. Thu ſequel of 
- betfuiliation 


ofory of Gos, wnidto all heighrof dignity, power, priinacy 
ce ah crexcares borh in heavetvand earth. In whith'conſe- 
quence of Tumilicy and glory mthe perſon of efurs Chrift we 


and glorie both fe + whit our way maſt be cotharhvautnly glory and bliſſe 


in Chr:i5t and 


and v5. 


'Y Rd11,S. 29% 


: b 2.1 1911, 


II +I Zo 


d *Heb, I3.1 Js 


druc.24.26. | 
* Af1, 14.22, 


f Heb,2.10, 
22.Cor.1.6, 


k Row. 5.2.3, 


-1 Heb 12.21, 


-$2.C0r,4-17, 


which we deſire. Forte wyfibe wile * Itkronto the image of 
rhe fomeef God, Hot onely th vtheehnd, bur alſo the meanes 
and way thatkadechehertunto. Wermaftbehuebledwith 
hittthar with him Wwe may beexaleed : we mt * foffer with 
bird tharwe may raighe withhim :'we moſt die with himthar 
we nay live with bin: we welt * wich tit be partakers of 
reprochthatwith him we may be partakervof glory : wemuſt 
with Himbearecthe crofſe aid crowneofchornes, that wich 
him we enay weare the 'cromwne of cucrlaſtinglike. [fwe refuſe 


His company inthe one, hewillexclade vs frem'being parc- 


rers with him'in the'other. As i ts ſatd of Chriſt the head. 
« Thee things ought Chriſtro fufferan#'f rothirerinro hig 
glory :foir is aid of vsthatarethe body; * By wany'ribula- 


rrobswe tnaſtenter ittorhekingdomeof God, As Chriſt was 


© corifecrated the prmce of our ſaluation thrdoughaffliQions; 
ſooor® ſalbarionis wrought incoduring the iſeriogs of like 
afflicions. Bucthere is eomfort'of rheſerribulations and ſuf- 


Fermpy, for thit'they conteire the hope and alſurance of fo 


bleſſei reward, ibafmnch as therein * we 'retoree vader the - 
hope of the glory of God. And therefore #s Chriſt * forthe 
idy that was ſet before him endured the eroffe and Yeſpiſed 
the ſhame,ſo mult Wezlooking vnto him asthe authorand k- 


 niſher ofourfarch, with willing minges, when the Lorg will, 


beare the *momenitary atrd Iighe afflitton of this time, as 
which britgeth an excellehtand an trertall waighr of glory, 
whileft we looke 'hot vpon the temporal thingswhich are 
ſeen,burypon the things eternallwhich arEnotſcen, 

'9 The reward of glory thatts here afſgneUvato Telos Chriſt 
having now gonethrotph all his ſuffcrivgs;andaccortipliſhed 
the worke and ſerniceof vor redethption ro fr wr the yighe 
-band of God. The fulfilling whereof Saitit Flarke decharech, 
:relling vs thatafter bis tetiirreRion having ſpoken vnro his 
diſciples 
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diſciples * b4werocnnetine Ceanirond/h 
_ The higheſt angels are I Bryan, 2 tore pactakers of 
146 


| ſhalldavnto his arnts, we fade expreſſedalle by thigterma 


of God, Whichg an honour peruliatynrothe fopne of God, 


this glorie : for * rowhichof all the avgels betk be [aide <2 anie * Heb 1.13. 
time ſit thay at my-right baud, ce. Now: this phrate of ſpeech 
borowed from bumnanc and ciuill vie, atrributenb veto; befus 7” _ »fixni ; 
Chriſt az excellence. both of aefhieand power, Maieſich, 026% a 
1nported firſt up the very toxpe of txing. Which isnog uſed ;,g1,h.cudef 
is properly $0 decermine any certaine politiop or geſture of God. 
bodie,but figuratiuely to nore an eqinense of digniticand 

honour. For to perſons of miaieſtie apd beneur  belongerh 

to fit, when eaaiordar are of ipferiouyplace. And 

thus is it. oftentimes vice 1 the Scripture, axtouching God 
himſelfe,andnamely,of xanyplacesto alleage ane, Den.7. 

where it is ſaid , that * the (brones being-/ab varbe Auncient of © P4n.7.9.10. - 
diies did (t:thenſend theu/ad1 miniftred unto bien.ch ten theuſend 

thouſand: flood before him, Thus thehanerwhich Iletus Chrift - 


of ſitting : * To bins that enercammath will | grant ta fit with AP*4-32"- - 

in my throve, oc, But Chrift is notfaid onely ta fly, butra fo 2 

at the right. of God, which. is neuer aired ofthe faces. Now |. © 

the ug bt land accarding to vie ofngrure,figniberth peworand = T7 

Krength : according tociullvſe itimparrech proheminence | 

and hanguec The right peres' naturally ate the pimblcx avd - 

ſtronges ; theright hand thenthe left. And therefora mare - 

commonly & wore ficly, weve the right parts chenthe lefe, . 

and fngethc/p: pliableand able ra many marrers, rowbick 

the lefe doe ys little ltecede or none avall; and:weholde 4 _ 

prepaltcrous and ynorderly peruerting of: natures courſe, - 

and an vnſightly ching when by ewll cuftome a man hath his. 

left hand more cafie and readiefor his vſc then his right hand 

is. Ang this trength of the right band the holy. Ghoſt hath 

relaxion.vnto, when-to ſet foorgh the ſpeciall pawer of God 

excrciſed in any glorious worke , it expreficth the ſame as : 

performed by his * righe band, as in infinite places of Sceip- *P/al.g8.1.- 

ture we may obſerue. In ciuill vic ivisa matter of honorto be & 2118.15.16. . 

ſer attho righthangd.He chat fGirteth atthe princesrighe band, . 

1s deemed $0 be nextin honaur rothe Prince. Andio this re- - 

gard * Solawes.ficting on his throne, cauled a ſeat tobeer,,, .,,_ 

brovghe tor his mother commipg:yato hun, and fet - ares 
is. 


. 


; © hisrighthand;Andvntothisalluderhcharſpecch concerning 


Þ Tb. $427» 


:Chrifls ſetting 


Wer 


the ſpouſe P/al.45.* eAt thy right band did fland the Queen in 
« veftnre of gold, &c,Whereby 1s imported the Hngular honor 
thar Chriit doth vnto his ſpouſe the church, Whether way 
focuer we vnderſtand the right band, Chriſt ſitteth at the 
right hand of God in all moſt full brightneſſe of the glory of 
'God, and inallſoneraignty of power and dominion ouer all 
creatures both in heauen and earth : fo thatthe godhead in 


the man Ieſus Chriſt ruleth and governeth all things; admii= . 


niſtreth, guideth;& mainteineth che church purchaſed by his 
bloud, and to be ſhort executeth all wdgement by his hand, 
Whereupon it is ſaid, /oby.ys .. * The father bath ginen him pow- 
er to execnte iudgement in that be #5 the ſonne of man, and AF, 
* Aft.17.31- 17. © Hewillindge the worldin wighteonſneſſe by th it man whom 

' , be bathappointed. The man TIefſus Chriſt faith : Iobn 17. © Glo- 
rifie me-O father with thine owne ſelfe , with that glorie which 1 
bad withthee before the worldwas, The man Iefus Chrift ſaith 


ob 4t 7:5. 


'* Math. 23.18, Math,28. *e All power & ginen vnto me both in heawen and 


earth, Of Icfus Chritt concerning lis manhood it 18 fade, 

*rph.1. 20,31. * Epheſe 1, God hath fet him at his right hand in heanenly places 
farre aboue allprincipalitie, andpower, and might, aud dominion, 

and euerie name that iz named not in this world onely, but alſo"in 

that that ts to come,& bath made all things ſubirtt wnder his feete, 

zPhil.zo9, Oc. Andapaine, Phil.2. * God bath bighly exalted him , and 
bath ginen him a name aboue enerie name , that at the name 

of leſus enery knee ſhould bowe both of things in heauen and things 

in earth and things under the earth, &c, Behold this is our 

Sautour. Ir1s not without cauſe that we put ourtruſt in him, 

+ Math. 11.27, WhO1s ablerodocallthingsfor vs, becauſe * allrhings are com- 


tbn3.35, mittedwnto bim, And thus hath God exalted and honoured 
What comfort Gurnature and fleſh inthe perſon of IcfusChrift, thatwee 


we haue by may notdoubt now bur that there is away prepared for ys 


inheau.nm 1200 heauc,fecing thar our figſh is fitcing atthe right hand of 


aur ficſh, God.Let it not dilinay vs, that our fleſh 1s here ſubie&ro the 


crofſe'& tribulation, rhatit is afflicted with-hunger & thirſt, 
worne out with-trauell and labour, dried vp wich weeping 
andteares, vexed with {icknes and paine, fainted with hear, 
deadded with colde, tortured and (laine with fire and ſword, 
calt intothe pit and conſamed to duſt and aſhes, Ieſus Chritt 
itlusficih of ours endurey hunger andthirſt ; was humbled 


and 


IP 
wes 


2 
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and” aMifted with falling and weeping , was'exerciſed with @  « © 
ſorowe and paine;;hewasdyffered with fiſtes, feanrged with , I 
rods, pricked with thornes- pearced with natles,: wounded 
with ſpeare,appaled by death,ſhur vpn the graue; and yer 
the ſame fleſh nowe firtechin heauepattheright hand of 
the maicſtie of God. And in what condition? * Pignus rorhh, * Tertul.de re- 
ue ſumme illuc quandogue redigende. As apledge , faith Ter- ſurrett. carnis, 
tullian, to aſſure that the wbole remainder of our fleſh ſuall one daie 
be brought thither. Wheteupon he notablie tnferreth - Feare 
not fleſ> and blond, yee bane in Chritt taken poſſeſſion of heauen 
..: ernof the kingdome of God:: or if any denie heauen toyoulet then 
' 2 Mdenie Chrift bimnſelfe to bez.inheawen:--O lonneof God, the 
” euverlalſtingbrightnes of rhe gloric of God , what was there 
iT in corruptible fleſh that ſhould mooue thee to have that re- 
' ſpe vnroit, that. thou ſhouldeſfthus lifryp the dult of the 
> earth, andexaltit aboue the higheft-heauens* what coulde 
> Aeſhprofictheevr do thee good, thatthouſhovideft vouch- 
ſafe vnto1t fo great a bleſſing © But tbiswas his mercie- and 
lone cowards vs, when there was-:nothing in vs thatwight 
deſerue bis love, that wee might Jearne ro bonour him that 
bath ſo highly honored vs, and might yaderftande thac theſe 
bodies. of ours redeemed with.his moſt -prectous aloud, and 
called torhe hope of ſa great glorie, are of more ſacred and 
precious accounc thenthatthey ſhoulde bepraftituted vpro - 
ſinne,and madebrothellbouſes of filebines and vncleanneſle, 
"> andabuſcd robe madethe iuftruwenes:for the performing 
..,; ofourvnlayfull and fiofull defires. Je ſhoulde be:alwatcsa 
.- frong reaſon'to mooue vsrto the-ſoberandholy vſagrofour 
*; bodies, to remember that Chrift in'our fleſh firrerhan-hewy 
' _ wen, and ourbodiesarcappointed rofit with him: for bawe © 
ſhallwethinke themto'be meerefor heaven, if wee byawil- 
full ſinne difgrace them; and make. them viler then the 
carth?/; e304 ih ons Proton eres T5 ig ce ter br The Palellie of 
xo: Now this height, and 1paieſty and power ofTefusChrilt (77 #124 
ſerueth alſo to giue yscomfore and aſſuranceof lafery inall fGod an au 
dangers,both of che charchin general, and in ſpeciall of our rence of ſafetie 
ſclues: Ia-the'ſhakings of the world; in the tocterings and _ to the 
aggeringeof empires arid kingdomes inchenwurations and ©" af, nt 
alrcratipns of ſtates and commpniwealches;-ihcheniidgeſtol ,,, AE 
the whirlewindesandſtormegand BET a TW 793" thereef. 
SREs, h G 2-1. AC -- 


ſight whereofthe world ſtandech amazed,and vnderthe burs *?! 
| then whereof it-gronerh, yer Chriſt flill fieteth arthe righe 


ba Pal. oo 


d-E[4.27.3«. 


band of God,and 1n all thingsinterpoſeth his band and by hs 
diuine prouidence and Wiſedome ſo gouerneth-all clings, 
that howſoeuer things ſeeme to goe by hap and at all aduen« 
rure, withouttbe ſtedfalt guiding of any dwreling hand, yet 
indeede there is not ſomuch asthe moowng of a foote, or the 
ſtroke ofa hand,orthe falling of a heare,u h:«tvzs nor diſpoſed 
by his hand to certeine ends,and thoſe proficable and neceſſa- 
ry for the glory of [1s name, and forche ſaluatton of: his elect. 
And therefore be nor afraid for that-thou leeſt * he kings of 
the earth ſtanding vp and the rulers adniſirg ana laying their conn- 
ſells as ſure foundations agamſt the Lord and againſt bus Chriſt. 
They cannot preuaile againſt che right hand of God, The 
ſhip of Chriſt may be cofſed with waues bur it cannever be 
drowned, The buſh wherein the Lord is may burn, but te 
cannot be conſumed':the houſe of the Lord being builded 


_ vponthe rocke, may be afſaiſed withrhe windes, butit cans 


not be ouerchrowen: the vineyard ofthe Lord may be hewed 
and cut, bur ir can ncuer be diſplanted. Jeſus Chriſt ſitting ar 
the right hand of God, he hath planted it, and * he keeperbis 
mobi and day that it may.growefor ever, And this isthe com- 
fort and eſtabliſhment of euery faithfull ſoule; rhathe livech 
vnder the band & proteGtion of him thar firterh ar the right 
hand of God. 'Feare not thou beleeving man. Sinne temp- 
ecth, the diuell rageth, the worlde hatcth, the wicked peric+ 
euteth thee bur fight valiancly againſt all with motit aſſured 
cruſt of yitorie and.conquett,, becauſe thou fighteſt ynder 
the banner ofhim tharſirrethat rhe right hand of God. He is 
thy Sautour ; he is thy Redeemer: he hath power to preſerue 
thee, and will neuer ſuffer thee tobee caſt away, But thou 
wicked man, thou enimie of religicn,and of the Goſpel, thou 
that laugheſt and mockeſt at the ſeruice of Icſus Chrift; thou 
that grindeſtthy teeth, and gngwieſt thy roong for avger:to 
fee the ſuccefle of the Church, andthe growth of true religi« 
on,do thou Ifay,tremble and quake for fear. For at. whome 
doeſtthouſpurne: whom doſt thou fight againſt,but him that 
ſuteth ar:the: right: hande'of God:? Thou:beatek thy ſelfe 


againſt the rocke;, and walk needes bec hrokenin ;peeces?2 
thou kickelt againſt rhe prickes, and burteſt thy ſelfe;” Thou 
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the vitory.:the trivenph ſhal be Chriſtsthe ter ac the righe 
hand of God-vztill all bis enemies be maile his footeſtoole., 
1x Wheretheparticle (y-Mill) noterh not any periode or 
porintoftime when Chriſt ſhall ceaſe to ſitat the right hand 
/ of God, for be *. ſhallraigne oner the houſe of lacob for ener, and * Luc.1.zz. 
of his kingdome there ſhallbe no end) butit determinetha time 
_ and day whenall the foes of Chriſt ſhall certainly be brought 
to vtter ang euerlaſting confuſion thencefoorth neuer to riſe 
or toſtirre againe. Now they are Chriits foes and encwics,as Enemies of 
_ S. Auſten ſayeth, * Reſſtends voluntate, non poteſiate necerd: rift how 
For their will in refitting andrebellmng againſt him not for any power 4rd. | 
or ableveſſe they baue to hurt him. And chey are hisencmies not, _ me 
onely by dealing againſt him in Kimſclfe, but alſo by praQti- ak” - 
Gag cuill againſt choſe thac are his, for he hath made vs one £7 
with himſelfe :he bath taken 'vpon him our perfon and our : 


cauſe. © Caput & £0rpMs won et Chriftus, ſayeth S.Aultcn.The « Aveuſ.in 
bead and the body togither make one Chrift. And therefore our P/al, 
enenuesare his eoacmics:;they that perſecute vs are perſecu- 

torsof bim,they that hare vs, arc reputed to hate him z ſo thac 

the afiiions of the Saints andfaichfull are called by che ho- 

ly -Ghoſt -* Chrifts affiftions, * the ſufferings of Chrift, * the 4phil,,.10, 
markes of. the Lord leſaq, * the reproch of. Chriih, * the dying. of C-l.1.24. 
Chrift.. Chriſtin hiauſclfe dyed but once, and * being rarſed * 7097-15. 
from the dead dyetb nomere; death bath no more domimon oxer - Fj 
bim, But yetheisfaid after a fort todic againe 1n them who , PR ae 
for his ke are /putto death, This is the felowſhip that we ng13.13. 
haue with Chriſt, who by faitharc ioyned ynto him : to our * 2 Cer.4.10. - 
comfortfor thachowſoeucr our cauſc be negleRed with men, *Xe3%6-9. 
yer with God ic ſhall not -goe without regard, becauſe it 1s 

the cauſe of Chriſt ; and to the terrour of our enexuaes, for that 

by dealiag againit vs, they fighe againſt Chriſt, and procure 
vnretheinſelues che,wrath of ſo great and ſoftrong an enemy. 

22 Theſe cnemics arceither corporall or ſpirituallfforthar ,,__... corpes 

{picicual enemicsarc here alſo co be-vnderftaod appearethby ,.0.n1 pu 

the application thart the Apoſtle makerth of this place, 1. Cor, rit«el. 
I5.where citing the ſame,be reckoneth dearbfor one of choſe 

eqcmies that are to bedeſtroyed, ſaying. * tbe lait enemie that x, cr ne ns, 
foal be deftroyed,us dearb., Bur whether corporal. or ſpirituall — 
encmues, all ihallbe ſubducd yato tos ſhall be broughe 
ih 3 in 


KS 


inſubieion vnto him. Whichthe Prophet here importeth | 
hae means BY this that they ſhall be made his footeſtoole) Whereby 1s.im- | 
by bring male ported anextreme and vtrer abaſing,andbringing dowae of 
the footeſleole all the power and pride andglorie of chem that are adaerſa- 
ef Chrift, ries to the kingdome of Chriſt, an abridging and breaking of 
| every arme that is lifted vp againſt him. Treading vnderfoor 
inthe boly Scriptures fgnifieth full and perfect vitoric and: 

conquelt and that with all ignonnny and reproch. When the 

Prophet vngder the figure of Babylon will fignihe the vtter 

2 Eſa.26.6, confuſion of the enemics of Gods Church,beſaith;'* The feete' 
” ſhalltreade it downe ;, ewen the feete of the poore and the ſteppes of 

the needie. When loſnah had diſcomfited the fine Kings of the! 

' Canaanites and had cauſed them out of the caues where they 

had hid themſelues ro be brought vnto him, .be called all che 

» Joſs. 10,24, men of Iſrael and ſayedvnto the® obrefe of the men of warre; 
Come, ſet your feete upon the neckes of theſe kings3 whereby he' 
eauctokenofvitory not onely atchinodagainittheſe, but to 

be atchieued againſt che reſt of thoſe-wieked nations, aceor- 

_ ding tothe words of encouragement which he addeth for de- 

_ claration of rhis ſigne ; Be ſtrong andof good courape, for thus 
will the Lord doe'te all thFenemies againit whom ye fight, When 
our Sautour Chriſt would Fenifl the vtrer deſolation-and: 

- 14.21.24. . Onerthrow of Terufalem, he ſayeth, © Jeruſalens ſpall be rotten 
vnder foote of the Gentiles wntill the time of the Gentiles be ful- 
filled. Thus therefore when it is ſaid that Chriſt ſhall make his. 
enemies his footeſtoole, and fo tread themvnder foote, we 
vnderſtand thereby that he ſhall conquere them and caft 
them downe, ſhall diſarme then of all their. power, expoſe 
them to.infamie and ſhame, ſet them foorth to derifion- and 
fcorne, and in a word ſhall bring ypon them verer confuſion,, 
thatthey ſhall beno more able to riſe apainſt him, then' the | 
footeſtoole'ts toriſe againſt him that treadeth vpon it. 
13 Now thefull accompliſhment hereof appeareth not vn-« 
eill the day come thar Teſus Chriſt ſhall comers iudge both 
quicke and.dead, bur yet even fince the timethathe tooke 
poſſefiion gfche right hand of God, he hath nor teaſed ra giue 
 vnto his Church ſome experience and'taſt of this glorious. 
gp ire m fighting againſt them-rbat hane'fought againſt 
im, ſtriking the Scepter of Princes ty peeces, and cafting 


their crownestothlic ground;bowing downe their backes and: | 
{ makiog 
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ypon whom the reuenging hande of leſus Chriſt hath ſo'ap- 


- W 


_ rage andfury againſt the church, intending the viter extirpa=andbu. 


/ helpe of hjin' chat vſethit;vncill BIR Wie tis hewod Hyfor caſe and: 


| his eres and bound tit inchaines; and tediiim abourevith- 


ſhegJe the bloud: of hisſatnts, ind) inggnified chemfelucs:;. 
againſthischurch. WhatſhouldeTheere diſcourſe vntoyou— 

of the Herodes, ind Pilates, Neroes, Deocleſians, © Maximines + 
and other tyrants and perſecutors of Chriſt and his Church; 5344 


parantly and pregnantly ſhewed ir feIfe,thar the world'could+ 

not but giue glory'vnto Gbd and fay;** '/t « the finger of God; « x04 8. 19, 

Þ his # the Lords deving, andit i marwelous in our cies, + *Pſal. 118.23, 

" To leaue this to his ptSper place in the end'of thisPſalm, vm of 
nat ſhall Tſay moreouet_that hoxwſocuer ſatan bend him-" "ml _ 

ſelfe and pratiſe hismalice againſFrhe kingdome'of Ghrilt; ;,, Mende 

and bis" ioftruments'cuen forme at che niouth for very aad/coodef bins. ; » 


tion of the name of ie, ang therefore infinitely butchering and : 
killing both men and women, old'and young, high and low: 

thatdoe take intheir mouthes the teſtimony of Teſus Chrilt; 

yer Chriſt alwaics hath his hooke their noldrelſs;andfierects 

at the ſterne of their malice, limiting their power; dnerruling} 

their purpoſes,ordering alltheir courſes in ſuch fortthat they 

catt doe nothing bur what he ſecthts be expedient and pro- 

firable for his 7 And as the foorcſtorle ferticth forrbeeaſe and-s frorefools: 


pieces tobetaft into thefire,, eveaHoZrhe-eninies ef Obtiftb pe. 
and his kingdoine,, thoughth 7 fine mh, not ſothenNlues,' 

nor appecreſoyntovs,yetadte orced toſerne for the benefits 

and good of gods ele, vntil-Godhaung doneby theirhandg 
what Te thinketh*good? dia dt earcotf by ee firorndef his 5:1 1.476 
1dgement an$edft ines cactlafſtitig fe, Paſnrainkptheams 54421) 
peror of Rome'a moſtbreer and/deadly enemytorhefairh of | 
Chi; vſing all moſt barbatdns anUſauage crucltytawards: | 
them thar profeſſed the ſgaie, by-the' tft mdgemrenros bim. >>» - * 
whowin his ihemhbers herhuspetſecure# ml dheydomenind. -fc5 
eaken'in batreltGy Saports cheRihgofPerfin; whopulipdons — *ff 
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him as a'prifoner, and when- he wistevide; -wed-himfor a 
footcſtoole, andtrode vport his'backe,, to take addantage 
eo git ths wore: eat filyto his horſe; and in the- ende-cau- 
ſed hirsRitlheto bee Baicd iE3G-4nd fie body co'be fprinkled 


with alt; and fomidehinr dic the. fame'crieitdearhwher 


e- 
, wath:. 


is Job,16-33, 
12.3 Is 
,* Col.2+1.5s 


SRow.1 6.20. 
#2.Cor.13.7. 
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perſonsonely forthe profe 


heere as in a glaſſe, howe .Chrilt maketh his enuntes {ubicR. 
and ſcruant vntobim: from che beginning he tellechivs *. 7 
baue owerc ome the worlde ; © the prince of tbus world ts caſt foorth: 


and Saint Paul ſaith : © He bath ſpoiled princt, 


ciesz they ſee not,their .owne wajes: their. © going owur'and 
comming in are digected by bishande, .He hath chained them 


vp; they canpot ſtirrefurther then he giuerh them the libers-. 


tic ofthe chaine; hee hath broken their armes : they ftrike 


and cannot kill : he hath ſtriken our their teeth; they bice, 


and cannot hurt; and whileft they minde nothing bur the 


fulblling of theirowne malicious and wicked defignements, . 


they are made will they, nill chey, by the ſecret and moſt 
mighty hand of Chriſt to ſcrue.for the ſetting foorth of his 


i. ack apdponerang providenersfor che furthering of the 
- - piety and faichof his. cle(& in this world, and their ſaluation 
and glory inthe wocld.tocome. Euenſaran himſelfe the cap- 


uation 
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taine of theſe rebells and enemies of Ieſus Chriſt is made his 
vaſſall aod (lave, and licth ac his footeas adog faſt fied, not to 
firbur athispleaſure, And becauſe the vifory of Chtiſt is 
euryalſoin him, cbe:Godefpeace rreadgth ſatan vuder oxr feet. 
He.is made apinſtrumenc,tofurther our ſaluation. * Tbebuf- 


fetings of ſatans meſſenger are vied to-keepc. vs from beingex-= 


elred by pride, lealt by pride we-ſhovls fall away. from God. 
8 By the commanndement of Chriſt, ſaigh Saint Ambroſe, the de- 
will 45. made ths keeper of bim who he thinksthto make « pray. 
Ency againſt hu will be ſecondeth and ſergevb theill of the God 
of beauen, Hes deluded, andin bis biting,moundeth bimſelfe,and 
armeth ag amſt himſelfe bimszwhombe thought taweaken and ouer- 
come. He-canſeth vexationto the bady but to. thepreſeraation of 


s ” , 


. the ſoule_Thus this viper. kangeth atour hands and yer. wopn-, 
decli vs. not; we put our hand intothe hole gf this aſpe,and be . 
Aungethvs nor: wedrinke of his deadly.polonandichurreth 


Vs 


8 re EE 


ed wary unndcentand righteous 
0ionof Chriſtian faith., Beholde- 


ipaliics and pon ers, 
and bath made « ſhewe of themopenty, and bath triumphed oner 
themby bucroſſe. The emmics thenare-auercome. alreadic, 
- andallthe power thac is againſt vs, is but as the ſtrugling and 
- ſtriving of a-conquered. aduerſariez which though hee bee. 
Ouercome, is ſuffered fora while to. live for the vſe and ad-| 
© -vantagethat is tobe made of him, He hath pulled out their 
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vsnor; nay of hispoiſonis made afſpiriruallttieleandpreſer- —M 
uariucagainſt poiſon, Now if the caſe bethos'with ſatan him- 

ſelfe the head, much more ſhall ir be fo with his members. 
They aretrogenvnder the feet of Chriſt, and cannot be hurt= 

full vato vs. Whileſt they -lade'vs with teproches, they ho- 

nour vs: whileft they affli and vexe vs;they-pur palmes in- 

ro our handes, and crownes vpon our heads, and garments 

of righteouſnes yporrour backes; and the nighitof cheir per= 
ſecutions maketh the ſtarres of ' Chriſtian 'verrues, and of 

the gtacesof Gods ſhine the cleerer in vs, to the glorie 

and praife of God. So it is:with thereſt,”Siane it ſelfe is - 
the drawing on of righteouſheſſe;'theworlge 15thtfubic& 
and matterof durviftorie and forte; the'curſe'an occaſion 


of bleſſing ; the '* Lawe 4 ſthrote-maiiter to. Chrift; dearh * Gal.z.24, 
the gate of life 3 thEgrauc the piittiiig off of mortalitic and 
corruption , To be ſhort, * There ſhall be nothing to hurt or * £/«.11.9. 
to deftroie in all the mount eine of the Lordes balineſſe : *nothing « 1,1, (0,15. 
to pall the ſheepe of Chrift out of his bandes: but © all things © Rom $33. 
worke togither for good, and for the befF to them that lone Ged. 
And why ſo? Becauſe all the eninuies of Chriſt, that isto ſay, 
all our cnimics.are become his fodtdſtoole, and-in him a 
fooreltoole ynto:vs, And rhus ſhall Thriftes, exits ſerue 
for his v{e for. thevſec.of bis* Ghureitpntiifthe date come: 
that that which is heere prophecied ſhall be perfeRly ful- 
filled, when allche entmiesof Chriſt , nowe alreadie over- 
come, ſhall be vtterly deſtroicd and aboliſhed ; whenthere 
ſhall be none to temprvs, none to trouble vs; when inne 
ſhall bee quite done awaic; when * the divell and the bea#l, *Renel.10, 
and the falſe prophet and acath and bell ſhall bee ca into the 10.14. 
lake of fire, that burneth for cuer; when * God ſhall wipe 4- '*- 7-16-17 
wie all teares from the cies of bus + whenthey ſhall bunger _— 
more, thirfÞ uo mare; when the ſunne ani beate ſhall no more” 
light vpon thews, and there ſhall be no more death, nor forow, nor 
Crying, ner any more paine,but * God ſhall be all in all, T r.Cer. 15:20; 
15 Toconclude, * God will for 2ner deſtroy encrie eximie that * Pſel.74-3« < 
doth euill to bis ſanfinarie , all tyrants & periecators & oppug- - 
ners of his Church, Howſocuer they ſceme to hane power 
in theighandescuenatcheirowne will, yer Chrift ftteth a- 
bouc them at the right hand of God ; they ſhall be made his- 

: - | footeſſtoole,. 
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| hath ſhewed,and ill ſhivy ynro poder jpas; ſpecially inthe 
end, as remaineth further 'to.bee pokenatthe ende of this 
Plalme, God the father grauvt wnto vs for bis welbeloned ſore 
leſua Chrift his ſake,the grace of bis hoke ſpirit, whereby through 
the knowledge of bis bolie word we may framed to the obedience of 
bis boly will, that wee may ſerne him faithfully and truely accor- 
ding to ba commindement the whole comrſe of this life , that when 
T7; Fall pleaſe bim to' take v5 out of this mortal life , we may be 
enade partakers of that eternall Tife and bleſſednes which be. bath 
3: PO in the world to come tbrongbthe ſame leſuu Chrift 
. .. omr Lord, To God tbe father, God the ſanne, and 
-Godthe bolie Ghoſt , be all bonour, glorie, - 
praiſe, dominion, might, _ 
and power, both nowe and. - 4 
. for. exermore: |, 
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3 The Lordſball ſend therod (or ſeeprer ) of thy power out of "2 
7 Sion : be thog araler ( or beare rhou rule) mthe middeſt 1 
of rhine emmies. - 


N the former Sermon wee haue ſcene the 
ſonne of Daxid inſtalled and enthroned to 
y 5 @| the ſcate and maieſtie of his kingdome. In 
p< this ſecond verſe 1s ſet foorth the meanes 
#7\>] whereby,and the maner how this kingdome 
—— is founded and cſtabliſhed. Firſt therefore ,__ D a 4 
we arc to obſcrue from hence what it 1s whereby the ſub- be obſerue 0 
icAsof this kingdome are gathered vnto Ieſus Chriſt , and theſecend | 
gouerned ynder him, which is, the 70d or ſcepter of hiz power, **rſe. "þ 
Secondly from whence this ſcepter proceedeth-: the Lord ſhal ? 
ſendit. Thirdly whence it hath his gooing foorth : our of Sion. 
Fourthly what ſuccefle and worke it hath: be thereby beareth 
rule inthe middeſt of bus enmier. | 
2 Now we ſec Chriſt heere brought in imperiall maner, 
bearing hisſcepter in his band: forthe ſcepteris one of the 
enſignes of princely maicſtie. Monarches and kings arc Theſcepteran 
woont to weare in their handa rod or ſcepterin token of ſo- **/x** of 
> _- ueraigneandroiallauthoritie, and es $6 1mport, that —_ 
EE”. they 1n reſpett of whom ny are kings, are vndertheir po- : 
”. wer,and ſubicR to their ſtroke. Thus therefore Icſus Chriſt 
28 * whom God hath exalted and lifred vp tobee the Monarch 
; and Lord of the whole worlde , and hath afligned vnto him 
gs all power both in heauen and earth, 1s faide to haue his 
EF ſeepter , whereby hee doth exerciſe and declare his power 
1 for the building vp and gouerning of his Church. Which 
ſcepter is called in the Pſalme, * the ſcepter of hu kingdome, ePſal.45.6 
whereby namely he cxerciſeth and adminiſtreth his king- co 
dome. And that we may vnderſtand whatthis ſcepter is, iris , El: 
called alſo * the ſceprer or rod of bis wouth, which inthe ſame < FIG 
place and elſeryhere is termed allo © m9 ms 4 ar 2.7 heſ.2.8, 
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'  breatbof hismomth. Now whatis it that proceedeth from the | 


mouth and is formed with the breath but only the word* The 
TheScepteref word of Chriſt therefore isthe Scepter of bis. Kingdome. And 
Chrift wb itisberecalled the Scepter of his power, becauſe therein ap-. 
word, pearcth his might and power working greatand wonderfull 
T'os —_— chings beyond the opinion and expectation. of the world. 
NT Rk. Which we may obſcrue both in the courſe and paſſage that 
| terof bispower, this word hath had through the world, and inthe ſpectall cf- 
feAs and works that it hath wrought and doth worke 1 this 
paſſage. a 
T he powerof 2 Welſcc how inthe beginning it went forth as the Sunne: 
Chriſt appe- no power could hinder the going of it. It was put into the 
for f mee mouthes not of Philoſophers and Oratours, bur poore fiſher- 
Sr th men,andtentmakers, and toulegatherers, and by their hand, 
world, being men of no commendationtothe world, ſubdued more 
nations to the kingdome of Chriſt, then ſword and barcell 
could ever bring io ſubieGtion vnto the great Empire of 
Rome, The world did ſtrive againſt it, and it onercame the 
world : the Scepters of Princes ſtrooke at it to beare it 
downe,and Princes ſcepters gaue it way whether they would. 
or not. They bound the preachers of ir, butir ſelfe was as the 
winde which :1anot be bound nor ſtayed from his courſe. 
Neither policte, nor ſtrength could hinder it butthart it oner- 
threw their cuſtomes, caſt downe their 1dols, ſtopped the 
mouthes of their oracles, and wreſted from their devils a con- 
fell10n ofthe powerof God, and ſo went on with vitory and 
er1amph tillit had ſetvp the kingdome of Chriſt in the vemoſt 
coaſtes agd borders ofthe earth. And haue not our own cies, 
men and brethren, ſcenethe experience hereof in theſe lat- 
ter times, when Emperors and Princes and Popes and Pre- 
lates andthe multitude of the world labored ro put out the 
the light of the Goſpell beginning againe to ſhine amidfithe 
darkenes of Popery and by all their labour could auaile no- 
thing” They had countenance and counſell and ftrength : 
they perſecuted the profefiers of the Goſpell with horrible 
perſecutionsz. they dulled their ſwords with laughter, and 
daunced their horſes in blood ; but nothing would ſeruc their 
turne: the dint oftheirſivords entred not ſo deepe into mens 
bodies, as the word of Chriſt did into their ſoules, rayſing vp 
tl ancy offpring vato Chriſt rovpbraid theirfolly and mad- 
Ts Fg ne, I neſle 


perl oc rom 26.46.96 t God. EE Es 
Bur the power ofthis word appearethfurtherin the ſeuc- 7he divercef- 


= wh effeRsthatit worketh both * inthem that are ſaved, andin ft of theword 

b them that periſh, bemg to the one the ſanour of death unto deatbyro 7 Crit. 
the other the ſanonr of life vnto hife as the Apoltle ſpeaketh, for - oP” 
we niuſt know that the Sceprer andkingdomeof Chriſt hath 

vnder the imperiall ſtroke thereof two ſorts ofmen : theone 
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ſell. The word of Chriſt is indeede vnto them as © «hammer 
AP q | | bPſal.2.9. 
to breake them in pieces, as * afire to hurne andconſume them: as . as 


7 * 4 ſword to kill them and cut themoff : as * apotionof wrath to «ter. 1, 
4 poyſon them, and as a mightie tempeſtuous winde ſent foorth * Rewel. 19, 15, 
We in anger from the Lord renteth and oucrthroweth the tall *1-25.15. 
<4 and mrghtic trees, and turneth them vp by the rootes, ſothe 
= word that proccedcth out ofthe mouth of God yndermineth 
: the foundations of the wicked, & caſteth their houſes downe 


vpontheir heads, and after it is once gone foorth, neuer cea- 
py ſeth, asa canker fretting and eating vpon them,vntillit have 
m4 quite conſumed them to nothing. Yea andinthe meane while 
© howſocuer words ſeeme ro be but winde, yetthis winde of 
| FS the Lord oftentimes , we ſee, aſtoniſhethche harts of ſuch re- 
* probates and caſtawaics, appalcth their faces, copuncerh 
5 and frighteth their conſciences,confoundeth their yaderitan-, _ 
ding, and as anarrow in their ſides galleth and vexerhthem ; 


i they ſecke to pull itout and 1twillnot be, butas afury itfo- 
V+ loweth them, andtormentetb them ; and astheſheepe tang- 

7 lediathe bryers,thc more they ſtirre,the faſter they are tryed, 
| and the deadly poyſon, which they haue conceived, they 
LS - ſtrengthen more and more totheir owne deſtruction, To be 
61 ſhorr, as the ſentence of the iudge is the death of the male- 


faftor vpon whom it is pronounced : fo the word of God is 
the death of the wicked man, it bindeth him faft with the 
cordsof 1dgement, it kindleth a fire round abourhim which 
® the breath of the Lord like arintr of brimitone canſethtoburne x x(4,;0.33; 
for exer, This is the Scepter of Chriſt, this is AY of his 


word ;Let vs aotrelilt it, let ys notdeſpile it, lealt the tudge- 
| | ment 
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T he misbtie 


power of Chrift 
in bs worde for 


grinde vs to duſt and powder, Let vs not decetue ourſelues. 
Our pompe and our pride will not beare vs out againſt the 
hand of him thar ſitreth at the right hand of God. We are but 
fleſh,the edge of his fiyorde will eafily pearce ys : we are bur 
duſt and aſhes; the breath of his diſpleaſure will cafilic blowe 
vs away, and weſhall come tonought. If the ſweetenefle of - 
earthly things haue ſo enchanted & bewitched our taſte thar . 
we finde no ſweetenefle in the comforts ofthe gyorde of life, 
if we ſer more by * the Leekes and Garlike of Egypt, then 
by angels food,the heauenly Janna: he will fill our mouthes 
with graucll and ſande ; and gall and wormewood, that is, 
bitternes and ſorow ſhall be our end. 

Againe the power of this ſcepter and word of Chriſt ap- 
peareth no lefle for the ſauing of his cleft. The Apoſtle cal-. 


the ſaving of bis leth* the Goſpell,che power of God vnto ſaluation, and the * prea- 


ele, 
ÞDRem.1.16, 
©r.Cor.,1,31 
Ie, 


cbing of the croſſe of Chriſt , the power of God, «nd the wiſe- 
dome of God to ſane them that beleene . Heereby he callethvs, 
conuerteri vs, quickneth vs, feedeth vs, comforteth vs, ſta-. 
bliſheth vs, and guideth vstohimſelfe, Heereby he diſſipa- 
teth and ſcattereth the miſtes of ignorance and errour, en- 
lighteneth the blinde cies, ſubduerh proude and rebellious 
affe&ions , ſoftencth the ſtony and vnpearceable hardnefle. 
of mens harts, changeth lions and woolues and beares and 
tigers into meeke and barmelefſe lambes and dooues; wor- 
keth in man another nature, another diſpoſition, another 


will, another heart, euenthen when his heart ſeemeth robe. 


EHeb.g.l2. 


© 1, Cor.,14424. 


{ Inc,24.32. J | | 
_ them, whileſt Jeſus openeth vnto thera the Scriptures: the officers. 


vamooueably ſcrled againſt God, Thos therefore we reade: 
* The wordof God us linely and mightic in operation, and ſharper 
then any two edged ſword , and entreth through enen wntothe dj 
widing a ſunder of the ſoule and the ſpirite,and of the toyntes andthe. 
marow, and 1; adiſcerner of the thoughts andintents of the heart, 
fo rhat *when yee prophecie ſaith Saint Pal, and there come in 
one that beleeneth not, or one vnlearned, be ts rebuked of all, and. 
& indged of all, and ſo the ſecrets of bis heart are made manifeit, 
and be falleth downe and worſhippeth God, and ſaieth; Gods in 
on indeed. Thus the hearts of the twodiſciples * burnt with 


ſent by the Phariſics to apprehend Chriſt, whileſt they hcare 
his preaching, are turned to another. minds and giue glorie- 
| | vato: 


15 $9, 
» 4; 
- 
3.6 
ys 
; bp: 
%. 5x5 
z/ 2 


ae i 4 ba Fi nd he XF I - - Crcatrn » 25" a. - Pw” 4 
; ior: Ea Tn ee IEC a ret 4; | _ 
. - ode: WOOL IWR, oc, WO, FL OH 0 ; . Liens ee.” ena EY z OT" ee Eraitgdt - . 
C , Fg > , PBG*2.7 4 : wy, . : : bl Ie 7 4 # * F "0p -- RES. ENTICE: OE EINE. He a7 th a ae ies ho 
/ by - UG þ., j 4 w_z - $ f 508" 0 beet FI ag rs KS IE SS IR... | $74 TEEN oO ME AYE Net 0 nn OT 
: E —- - 3 . te S £.M "> mM * Ig, Fg S wo 70" OT 0” L be 4 -#" ES Reg gy 1 iy BED ; ESE ans A IE AE end”: Tt = 
: rs. 07017 I | Wade 2 GE CR BN 5 : ug 42 Dh Bac RIEL ; -5 CONE Yr 
FA { * # 3” : / 2 6 F Fa... "1 
: 7 ' 
* - | : : 
G 5 ; 3 £ 
3 LI 
vD : & -- <D 
. 
> _ 
EE 
3 
Nags of 


atthe hearing of Peters ſermon,are * prickedin their heartes, 
and ſay ynto the Apoſtles, Men and brethren what ſhall we do? 
theywerelſo affeed with this wordthat they. © ſolde tbeir 
poſſeſſions and goods, and forſooke all, that a aught gue 
themſclues wholy vnrolefus Chriſt. So mught: yon It pre- 
uvailed and ouerruled the mindes of men againſt nature and 
reaſon,and learning,and wiſedome,and cuſtome, and what- 
focuer elſe is ſtronge-to holde-men 1n the liking of thoſe 
things which they hauc once received and folowed , as that 
they haue beene content to renounce the deuotions which 
their forefathers had ſo long imbraced; to caſt away the gods 
which chemſelues had deuoutly ferued ; to ſtoppe their cares 
apainſt the contrarie motiues and per{walions of father and 
mother; to harden their harts againſt the kneelmgs and wee-- 
pings,and cmbracinges of wife and children; to forgoe their 
friends and countenance, their honours and mheritances,. 
ca and theirliues alſo rather then looſe that peace and toye 
of heart which the ſame worde of Chriſt had: miniſtred varo 
them, Yea how ſtrangeis it, and howegreatly.doth it com- 
mend the. power of this worde , toſce weakenefſe heereby 
preuailing againſt ſtrengrh © ſimplicitie agaioſt policte*to ſee 
the Lambe ſtanding wichour feare before thelion ; the ſeely 
turtle before the deuouring kite 3; women and children and 
weakelings, beforethe great monarches and potentates of 
rhe world, not fearing their threatning words, nor dreading 


theircormenting hands, but boldly vtrering *the worde of *Revel. 12;13;. 


theif teſtimonie,in deſpight ofall their furte,and neuer yeel- 
dingto ſhrinke from itby anything that coulde be deuiſed 
againſt them? The worde of God in their hearts eauec them 
courage andreſolution and ſtrength to goe through fire and 
watcr, to beare all aduentures of winde and weather, and 


howſocuer they ſeemed tobe beaten againſt the rockes, yet 


they eſcaped ſhipwracke, and arrwed ſafe at the haucn of 
their defire,. If we baue felt the worke heereofin our felues,. 
we cannor butacknowledgeit to be a divine power ; we can 


not but cofeſſe and ſay: © Hec eft mutatio dextere excelſi:thm 


change is wrought by the right band of the mo#I highe#F, For kk. o a4 


deny our ownewiſedome,to crofſe our owne defires,to tread 
nature and affeRion vngcrfoote , to fay ynto- our pleaſures 
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- anddclights, we kno 
do with you; to be profite and gaine farewell, thatwe may 
folow the commaundement of the Lord : to worke theſe 
things 10 ys, argueth a hand that 15 mightier over vs then we 
areoucrour ſelues,and ſetteth foorth rhe glorious and ſuper- 
excellent power ofthe worde of Chriſt. 

The hardnes of 6 Noi the greater the power of this word 1s approued and 
ourbarts iv commendedto be, the greater muſt needs be the hardnefle 
—_— ng of our hearts when we are notat all mooued therewith: when 
the worde, We heare it and yet our hearts remaine dead and-cold and 
without feeling of thoſe things that are ſpoken, as though 
they did notbelong vnto vs. Butgrear 1s our finne, and a 
threefold condemnation we purchaſe yntoour ſelues when 
purpoſely and maliciouſly we ſtrengthen our hearts againſt 
it, and wilfully put backe the hand of God from vsby the re- 
fuſing of his word, as ifwe would ſay voto the Lord. Away 
from vs; we will make no triall of thy power to worke in vs : 
we will die in our finnes, and will not behold thelight of life. 
Farbe itfrom ys thus to doe : yea rather let vs offer our ſelues 
to the powerand worke ofthis ſcepter and rod of Chriſt, and 
it ſhalbe vnto vs as the rod of Hoſes to worke woonder- 
full chings, both for vs, and againſt them that are againſt 
: 
Thedurcs. 7 Andberewe areto obſerue acerteine and infallible to- 
_ wing an bon- Ken whereby we may know where the kingdome of Chriſt is, 
ring of the word and where it is not; where he reigneth as king, and where he 
ef Chrift «the ,jonerth not. For where the ſcepter of the word of Chriſt is 
goken that we . 
per Moles admitted, and men ftoupe and yeeld due obcifance vntoir, 
| bins owr king, there it 1s certaine that Chriſt raigneth and is acknowledged 
| for a king. Burt where his word'1s excluded or diſhonoured, * 
there howſocuer men profefſe his name 1n word, yet indeede 
_ * Inc.19.14. they ſay, * Wewill not bane this quan to be our king or toraigne 
ouer vs. Will a mortall prince be perſwaded that we take him 
for our king, when we preſumpruoully croſſe and thwart his 
words, and refuſe to be gouerned by bis lawes 5 Will he not 
rather thinke that we dally with him and deride bins Will 
he nor hold vs, and thacidltly, for craiterous and diſſemblin 
rebells” And ſhallthe Lord accountany otherwiſe of vs, when 
by our owne words we giue check ynto hiswords, and ſet y 
Lawcsofourowne againſt his lawes, and refule to be guided 


you not, nor will hane any thing to * 
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at lis will * Wh 
is not the kingdome of Chriſt, that Chriſt is not therein 
fully holden for Lord and king. For they haue caſt the ſcepter 
of Chriſt to the ground, and have troden it vader their feete, 
and have giuen greater authority totheir owne lawesthen to 
his word, and * by their tradition bane made the commandement * Xat.15.6, 
of Godof none effe, Allcheir deuotion what is it bur mens | 
deuiſe 7 what clſe but a peruerting and wh wr of thoſe , 
, things which were inſtituted and ordeined by Iefus Chriſt | 
Chriſt by his word teacheth vs one thing-they by their tra- 
- dition and deuiſe teach vs quitethe contrary. Chriſt teacheth | 
vsthat * mariage i honorable amongit all men, but fornicatours *Heb.13.44 
and adulterers God willindge: they teach vs that mariege is 
damnable in ſome men,and thatit is more tolerable for them 
eo be fornicatours then to be maricdanen. Chriſt teacheth vs 
© tokeepe our ſelues fram idols : they teach ys to worſhip them. « , 1b; 25. 
Chriſt ſaicth of the cup of the Sacrament, * drinke yee all of * Mat:26.27. 
ris : they ſay all ſhall not drinke of it, but oncly the Prieſt. 
Chriſt teachethysnot * ro reiopee but anely in hu croſſe: they * Gal.6-14, 
teach vs to reioyce and to ſecke remiſſion of finnes in the 
croſſe of Peter and of Pexle, and inthe croſſes of all the ſaints, 
Many more examples. might be alledged' yery pregnant to 
this purpoſe, wherein we may obſcrue a repugnancie and di- 
re oppoſition betwixt Chriftianitie and Popery vuleſle wil- 
fully we blinde our ctes and refuſe roſce., Now thanks be vo- 
to God which hath delivered vs from the tyranny of that 
Scepter of Antichriſt, and hath broken from our neckes the 
yoke of his ſuperſtitions, and hath caufed the freſh and reui- 
uing winde of his word freely to blow ypon vs, and hereby 
hath giuen vs aſſured token of his moſt gratious and louely 
preſence, and ofthe kingdome of Chriſt amongſt vs. Lec vs 
now walke inthe hight thar he hath giuen vs, and willingly 
ycelde our ſclues to be goucrned by his Scepter, leſt if we 
deſpiſe his word, and bring foorth no fruit of the labour that 
he hath beſtowed ypon vs, we bring vpon our ſelucs that ſen- 
tence which Chriſt pronounccd of the Tewes. * The kingdome * Mari 1.45. 
of God ſhall be taken from you, aud Mull be ginen to 4 nation that. 
ſvallbring foorth the fruites thereof. © : The word » d;- 
8. Itfoloweth concerning the Scepter of Chriſts power,that —__ -» ” 


ehe Lordduth ſandit foerth, For the ward of Chriſt gcither B0- EO RPOS > 
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The miniftery 


the Lord itis that ſendech it, and is the Lord that giuerh 


ſacceſſe ynto.it. For ſeeing the miniſterie of the word 1s one 


of the word one Of the greateſt and richelt gifts that God beftoweth vpon 


of the richeSI/ 
| Lifts of God. 


The errour of 9 Wherein we may 


men, the treaſurie of grace, the power of cternall life, the 
chariot of Gods ſpirit, the pipe or channell whereby this ſpi- 


" rite runnech into our harts, the bellowes whereby this fire is 


blowen vp and kindledin vs, thefewell and matter where- 


_ it feedeth, the very aire whereby we take the breath 
O 


ſpiricualland heauenly life, we cannot thinke that the go- 


ing and courſe thereof is caſuall and vncertaine, but that it 1s 


dire&ed by the ſpeciall prouidence of Almightie God : that 
his hand diſpoſeth the rifing and ſhining of this ftarre; that 
he appointeth and ordereth the droppes of this heauenly 
dewto fallthere and then, where and when it ſeemeth good = 
vnto himſelfe ; that it is he which * ſenderh or thrufteth foortb 
labourers to labour in thi barneft Andtherefore in the preach- 
ing of the word'weare ſoalwaies to looke ypon men, and 
to conſider their comming and their gifts as thatwithall we 
behold the Lord ſending foorth or holding out im them the 
Scepter of his power, that we may acknowledge his mercie 
whereby he vouchſafeth to giue vs ſo vyndoubted token of 
his fauour, and good will toward vs, and when we heare the 
word, may duely reuerence and regard the ſame, as knowing 
that therein 1s contained a meſſage directed vntovsfrom the 
Lord. Andif at any time we be depriued and faile ofthe vſe 
and comfort of this benefite, we muſt begge of him co ſup- 


ply our defeQtin this behalfe, and ro giue vnto our hunger. 


icren ſoules this bread of life, leaſt it fall out" that for want 


thereof we famiſh and pine away. 


chold the maruellous blindnes wher- 


men not feeling with Satan the prince of this world, hath couered the harts 
che want of the of worldlings, and vnbelecuing men, who are fo farre from 


. wordof Life. 


finding any want inthe extreame penurie and want of this 
heauecnly foode, as that they either hold it a burden and 
trouble to haue it, and therefore are fo farre from<rauing it 
of the Lord, as that they@efire and ſecke meanesto be gil- 
burdened and caſcd of it, Iouing like beetles and owles to fir 


| nobſcuritie and darkenefle,that their euill deeds way notbe 


croficd or reprooued by the light, We may worthely lament 


£3 
Po HS 
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the erreur and fearefull eſtate of theſe men,and beſeech God - Rl 
to open their ciesthatthey may ſee their owne nakednefſe - E 
and ſhame, inthar they thus put life away from them, and 
wickedly reioicein thoſe thinges that are their owne con- 
fufion. But the nuwber of theſe deſpiſers is fo great amongſt 
vs,that1uftly we may feare leaſt God for our vothapkfulnes 
\take away from vs this iewell and pearle which like fwine we 
trample vader ourfecte, dclighting more in ourdraffe and 
and graines, and in the finfultcourſes ofthe delights & plea- 
ſures of this life, then we doe in the delicious and ſwecttaſte 
of the worde of life, wherewith our ſoules ſhould be nouri- 
ſhed and ftrengthend to live for euer, EI 
10 The Prophet further ſheweth whence this ſcepter of The Goſpel! Be- 
Ebriſt ſhoulde be ſent foorth, that is, owt of Sion, Whereunto 23% be m 
agrecth that which is written by the prophet Eſay: * Thelaw : - pong 
ſhall goe out of Sion, and the worde of the Lorde from leruſalem. « x(,,. * 
Andthere the Apoſtles receiued the holie Ghoſt, and thoſe | 
heauenly gifts, whereby they were prepared and fitted for 
_ thatgreat worke of rhe conuerfion of the Gentiles : there 
they firſt blew yp the trumpet,the ſound whereof went afrer- 
wards throughoutthe whole world. Thus to doe they were 
forewarnedby Chriſt himfelfe, telling them that repentance 
and remilfion of finnes ſhoulde bee preached in his name 
among all nations, * beginning at Jeruſalem. Now vnder Sion 
and /zruſalem we are reſpeCtiuely toynderſtand the whole 
132tion ofthe ewes, to whom the Apoſtles were willed firlt 
of all to preach the -Goſpell of ſaluation. Towhich purpoſe 
the'Apoltte:Pay/faith to the vobelceuing Tewes: of Anrioche 
in Pilidiaz* 7e wasneceſſarie that the worde of God ſhould be firft © AF. 13.46. 
ſpoken to you :*but becauſe yes put it from you, ce. bebolde wee 
rurne tothe Gentiles, ; ES 
11 Thus God ordeined that the ſeede of eAbrahany, to -., 
whom the promiſes were firſt made, ſhould firſt haue the of rhe vubeliefe.. 
fer of them,thatthe ele remnantof themmighr-be ſabe, of che lewes .. 
and the obſtinacic ofthe reſt might bee an occaſjon-to' tranſ- #4 9ccefonef | 
ferre the Goſpell to the Gentiles; that outof them might be wes - Belts ; 
gathered vnto eAbraham a ſeede, to obtcine the blefling ;;. Geneites, 
that was promifed in his ſeede vnto all the nations of the 
earth.” Ando it hath cometd paſſe, that * by their vubeliefe ing, 11.30. 
ze, cuen all the Gentiles, have wo mercy: their* = bath * 11, 
| pg * ; % cence : 
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15, beeneourriſing; the: caſting off ofchem * reconciling of vs ; 
d37. their * catting of, the implanting and engrafhing of vs to be 
rtakers of the roote and fatneſſe of the olixe tree, Welſce them 

Pear nngys &chat were * the firft, become now tbe lat, We ſee the "fleece 
Pc. vady that was wette when all the earth was Jrie, become dry now 
Pelay.cCe- When all che earth is wette ; wee ſee the © elder brother fit 


ef lib.2.ca.25. murmuring without the doore, and refuſing to come in), 
* Iuc.15.28. foranger that his yoonger vathriftic brother, though repen- 
deg 7, ing and humbling himſelfe to his father , 4s receiued home, 
2.9.33oa Weeſce*the poore and the maimed, andthe halt and rhe 
f Matb.22.9. blinde fitting atthe table, whencethey that were the gueſts 
Luc,14- 21-24: firſt of all and ſolemnly bidden, are reiccted as vawoorthie. 
God hath faſt locked them vp in vnbelecte and bardnefle of 
hart, they haue cetcs and cannotſee ; cares and cannot heares 
the ſpirite of ſlumber and darknes is vpon them,and they ſee 
not the comfortable light of God that ſhinech vnrto vs. 
Thelewesex-: 13 This 1s the mercie of God towards vs, and his iudge- 
«mpleour war- ment yponthem,thatby their example we may learne wiſe , 
I dome, thankecfully to vie the mercic of God and the oppor- 
Yoo Gd, - Cunitie of hisgrace, leaſt if we doe otherwiſe, we bring vpon 
ourſcluesthat heauic iyudgement that wee ſec hath liohred 
yponthern. Theirfall, as itis our riſing, ſoitzs our warning, 
to walke woorthic ef that honour whereunto God hath cal- 
led vs3 and wherelocuer we ſcethem diſperſed and ſcattered 
through the worlde, wee may behold it as1t were written in 
their forcheads, with the beames of the ſunne. Behold in vs 
the 1dgement of God- feare to fione againſt him : let our 
example be your aſſurance, that for vnbelicfe and yntbanke- 
-. > » fulnefſe,God will likewiſe be reuenged vpon you. 
x3 , The other partofthis verſe ſetteth foorth the notable 
effeCt of the mightie ſcepter of Chriſt, that thereby his king- 
| domeſhallbe builded, and he ſhall beare rule exen in the midſt 
_ 5" of albuenimies, For the kingdome of Chriſt hath another 
 andaduerſery KiDgdome aduerſe and oppolite vnton : it harh enimicsthat | 
 coebe kingdame ſceke to binder both the founding and the landing ofir, The 
of chril, prince andcaptaine of allcheſe cnimies is the divel. Hee hath 
his yndercaptaines and ſouldiours,whoſe hand and helpe he 
victh againſt the kingdome of Icſus Chriſt, They ſometimes 
oppugne it by force ; ſometimes yndermine it by fraud, ſom- 
times by reproch and{launder, diſgrace and detame Ke For 
| : Rn, | ſome 


3 Rome. I 
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ſome are open and profeſſed enimies;other gwleful and mal- 
ked bypocrites : ſome hate the veric name of Chriſt, other _ 
vnder pretence of his name doe fight againſt him, and ptac- 

ciſe the ſubverſion and ouerthrowe of his kingdotne.. Of one 

of theſe we hane had example in. the empire of Rome: ofthe 

other inthe church of Rome, VVhich both have cruelly per- 

sS - ſecutcd the churchof Chriſt, and with all cheir might bane 

=  endeuouredthevtrer ruineand confuſion thereof, The firſt 

% empirc ofRome was a profefled enimie, ſecking ro-abandon. 


Q 
4 


L $ 
- 


out of the world the veric name of Chriſt and Chriſtians. The 7he Church of 


later church of Rome' hath plajed thewilie foxe, and being Keme >nder 
pretence of the 


C indeede a deuouring woolfe, yet hath pax on ſheepes clo-/" TEEY ne 

\ thing, that with greater authoritie and leſſe ſuſpicion ſhee ,,, EC Ra 

might make hauocke and ſpoile of the ſheepe of Chriſt : as faith and 

1odced ſhe hath done, both ſpiritually of chem that haue bin church of 

obedient vnto her,and bodily of them that have reſiſted her, ©". 

But wee ſcethe biſhop of Rome pretending himſelfe to bee | 

Chriſtes yicar, the head of the church, the ſuccefſour of Pe-, 

ter to whom Chriſt committedrhe ſoucraigne care, and ſu- 

preme gouernement of his church. And intheſe titles he is 

ſoothed and flattered by his folowers\, who vnder,him call 

chemſeluesthe catholike church, theſpouſe of Chriſt, as if 

there were none that honoured -bim more then they. When 

indeed,as traitours doe make proclamations in the name of 

the prince toleute power againlt the prince: cuenſo,they by 

pretence of the name of Chriſt, dogather power vatochem- 

ſclnesto fight againſt Chrilt, knowing that amongſt Chrifti- 

ans they could not preuaile but onely by this prerence, And 

thus deceitfully heretikes and falſe teachers in all ages haue 

dealtz ſhadowing themſelues vnder the name of Chriſti- 

an/ profeſſion, when they haue ſought nothing elſe bur 

ro corrupt the integritic of Chriſtian faith, To be ſhort, no 

meanes hathſatan lefr vnattempred, borh by himſelfe and 

his,that might breake off che courſe of the Goſpell,and hin- 

der the growth of the church of Chritt. FT. 

14 Buthowſocuerthe waues baue ſeemed to tofle thisſhip, ,,,, , if 
et could they neuer finke it ; howſoeuer the geuill and the Chriſt though 

world have-conſpired togither to deſtroy the ſeed of Chrift, mightily op- 


yet they could notfhurt it ; their purpoſes vaniſhed into the fygned&y eni-: 
| E 2 winde . mrs,ye £00 


20" & EE 7 OS Le Arn wt ene VOY! I 
2, y 
-_ , LE rp *. 
y ; DOES 


_ 
—— 

*; 

- p 
_ £3 

: 
, 

Py % 


? OS ITT OI Ate hh St ee LEE 4 Y fn” yr 5 "6 = £ an at . © 3g 3" 38 ok ae - ws. Lf rr IEA 7 X 
1 NE RS Se. ES TAY 1-086 5 247 - <> 1 TRAN b 4, ee Io 3 En F: * : id £ £ w 7 NES BE Ott = oe. 7c 8 2 IT, ataertg N Fi — 
I 7 "FA Ws Wn W S LE ; , ; * SY Ins 2 os FI $42 4 7 Y gs by fo : Y F f . » 4 4 »P bo 5 £ 5 & " mY / ey o 5, BE. as wy X# WEL - 2x BER RIG 
Ig Gt W's” _ G « X Gm F gs ip : 4x $27 » _—— * gs” * fer is -IEAESY oy y CE nar 88 *. 7 __ i  motts ED. z s x : C *, x 
£ 2 : 7 v be - * - , » % $ ; _ ls wy ; J = 
- . 4 > , a 

+ 7 % . Fa 4 ® % - * 4 : * s 
- : 164758 and vl . worecC cy ue op NE CNUTC z< more 1t 
bs. $200010P - | Es EN 


+- 


grownginche hach growen; ycathoſe things whereby they baue ſought to. 


mildeſt of 
_ them, 


4 Math.16 8. 


worke the deſtruftion of it,haue been as a wherftone to ſhar- 
penthe fatth ofthe diſciples of Chriſt, to-ftirvp their deuori- 
on and diligence, to frame chem to patience and holynefle, 
andthe aſhcs of one hath been as a moſt fruitfull ſeed where- 
of many moe baue ſprung, and.neuer hath Chriſt wanted a 
cople oucr whom he hath borne rule in the middeR, and in 
deſpight of all his enimies. The-enimics baue ſeene 1t, and ic 
th beene asthornes in their cies : they have gnaſhed at 
it with their teeth, and ir hath made them cuen madde to 
ſee that by no meancs they coulde preualle. in that they 

went about. Thus the church of Chriſt beganne, thus ic 

bath growen and hath continued vnrillthis day,and 
ynto the ende, * tbe gates of bell ſhallne- 
wer preuale againit if. God the 
- father graunt vo 
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Verſe 3. | 
T hy people ſhall be a people of great denotion ( or willing- 
n{ſe ) inthe day of thine armie, in the excellent beautie. 
of holineſſe : thy youth fball be as the dewe wnto thee 
from. the wombe of the morning. COS BT 


5 E haue heard how the kingdome of - 
S Chriſt is alwaics oppugned with eni- 
5 mics, and that itncuer wanteth the 
7 oppoſition and encounter of an ad- + 
\ uerſarie power, Which yet cannot 
"7 hinder but thatI cſos Chrift firteth ac 
LMS the right bande of God as kingand 
TV = J  OHUPPTIY Cm ans. 9/4109 
none preualling agaiaſt him, apd fill maincaining and go- 
verntng his kingdome , vntill he haue19-the ende fullic and 
finally fubdued and deſtroiecd all power that refuſerh ro bow 
and co yeelde obedience vnto hun; Vnrill the full accom- ” 
pliſhnenr of which victory and conqueſt he ceaſeth nor both 
in himſclfe and in bis members to war and fight againſt his 
enimies, and continually tomaintaine both field and gariſon 
againſt them. The propher therefore in this third verſe de. 1*/#s Chrif? by 
ſcrtberth him leuyingand affembling his ſouldiours and men in of 
of war and preparing them to gofoorth to bartell againſt che oi, WT 
enemie, To which purpoſe that ſerueth which he ſaith, /n 1be mic acarnft bis 
day of thine armie, meaning thereby the day and time when enimier © 
Icſus Chriſt ſhall call and gather vnco him his people as an ar- 
my to fight for him. Which 1s no other þur that which the - 
holy ghoſt elſewhere calleth * rbe accepted time, the day of ſal- * 2.Cor 6.2. 
wation, euen the day and time of the preaching of the goſpell, 
whereby the Lords trumpet is ſounded, and the * fandard of * Eſe.11.10, 
Chriſt crucified is /ifred vp chat nations and people may af- 
ſemble themſelues voto him, For as princes and captaines by 
fſtrik1ng. vp the drum and blowing the trumper,and by aunc1- 
'cats and banners diſplaied doe muſter their men, and me 
bd (3 their 
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middeft of 
them, 


ho Math, 16.18. 


wind : the more they haue oppugn 
growng inthe hath growen; yea thoſe things whereby they baue ſoughtro. 
worke the deftruftion of ir,haue been asa wherftone to ſhar= 
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pugned the church, the more ir 


penthe faith ofche diſciples of Chriſt, toftirvp their deuori- 
on and diligence, to frame them to patience and holynefle, 
andthe aſhes of one hath been as a moſt fruitfull ſeed where- 
of many moe haue ſprung, and .neuer hath Chriſt wanted a 
people ouer whom he hath borne rule in the middeRt, and in 
deſpight of all his enimies. The-enumies have ſcene it, and ir 

beene asthornes in their cies. : they haue gnaſhed at 


it with their teeth, and it hath made them euen madde to 


ſee that by no meanecs they coulde prevalle. in that they 
went about. Thus the church of Chriſt beganne, thus ic 
bath growen and hath continued vnuill this day,and. 
ynto the ende, * tbe gates of bell ſhallne- 
wer prenaile againit #. God the 
| fathergrant vm 
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| Verſe 3. | 

T hy people ſhall be a people of great deuotion ( or willing- 

nſſe ) inthe day of thine armie, in the excellent beaatie 

of holineſſe : thy youth ſtall be as the dewe wnto thee 
fron- the wombe of the morning. _ _- > | 


5 E haue heard how the kingdome of - 
$5 Chriſt is alwaies oppugned with eni- 
5 miles, and that irncuer wanrteth the 
> oppoſition and encounter of an ad- *+ 
\ uecrſarie power,” Which yer cannot 
>= \ VA) We 7 binder bur thatlcſos Chriſt firteth ar 
& Bc & Maa the right bande of God as king and 
Yd FIEWV Bad JF conquerour,preuailing againſt al,and 
none prevailing againſt hin, apd ſtill maincaining and go- 
verntng his kingdome, vntill he haue1n che ende fullic and 
finally ſubdued and deſtroied all power that refuſerh to bow 
andrto yeelde obedience vnto him. Vnrill the full accom- ” 
pliſhazenr of which victory and conqueſt he ceaſeth nor both 
in hiwſclfe and in his members to war and fight againſt his 
enimies, and continually to maintaine both field and garifon 
againſt them, The prophet therefore in this third verſe de- 
ſcriberh him leuyingand affewbling his ſouldiours and wen | "(ns F 
of war and preparing them to go foorth to batrell againſt the pla. + = 
enemie, To which purpoſe that ſerueth which he ſaith, /n rhe mie avaſt be | 
day of thine armie, meaning thereby the day and time when enimiese 
Icſus Chrift ſhall call and gather vnto him his people as an ar- 
my to fight for him, Which 1s no ocher bur that which the | 
holy ghoſt elſewhere calleth * rbe accepted time, the day of ſal- * 2.Cor.6.2, 
w#4at:on, eucn the day and time of the preaching of the goſpel, 
whereby the Lords trumpet is ſounded, and the * ſtandard of * Eſe.11.10, 
| Chriſt crucified 1s /ifred wp that nations and people may «f- 
ſemble themſelues vnto him, For as princes and captaines by | 
ſtrik:ng vp the drum and blowing the trumper,and by aunc- 
cats and banners diſplaied doe muſter their men, and -y_ 24 
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their ſouldiours, 


dprepare them and leadethem foorthto 
*1/o.5.14. bartell; euen-ſo-Teſas Chriſt * the captains of the Lords hboft by 
blowing vp the trumpet of his word-and goſpell, whereby he 
>Gal;z.t. Isſct vp fora fignevnto vs, and * deſcribed before our eict as 
crucified among ſt 2s, calleth and aflembleth his church and 
traineth his ſouldicrs, and warneththem, leadeth them,com- 
forteth them ro fight his bartells againſt the enemies of his 
kingdome. And thus doth he ſupply his arcoy from time ro 
timc,and as ſome are taken atay putterh other 1n their place, 
vntill he haue obrcined an cuerlafting victory, and vtrerly 
confounded the power of all his enemies. And this 1s,menand 
brethren,the end of our preaching and ſcruice in the goſpel, 
that by che ſound of thistrumper we may gather awonglt 
* you an army vnto Icſus Chriſt, and may traine you and arme 
you andleade you foorrh to the batrell ofche Lord. Now 
925t9 therfore in the former. part of this.verſe there are three things 
” 4 nin '" ofvstobeobſcrued. Firſt, what our calling or condition 15 1N 
partofebe the ſcruice of Ieſus Chriſt; we-are his arwy. Secondly with 
verſe. what affeRion the ſubiets of Chriſt goe foorth to fight for 
him : with great dewation or willingneſſe, Thirdly how they aro 
attired and armed for.chis batte1l; im the excellent beauty of bo- 

lyneſſe. » 
A ebriſtianlife 2 Firſt then we are to remember that a Chriſtian life is a 
econtinuall Continuall warfare, and thatthere are enemies againſt whom 
warfare. we areſtill tolie incampe and to mainraine hght, and with 
all warchfulnefſe and circumſpeRion to looke voto our ſelues 
and tofortifhe and ſtrengthen our fortrefles and holdes thar 
we de neither ſurpriſed by their craft,nor ſurcharged by their 
Satenthe power.Satan the deml the chiefe of theſe enemies * compaſſerh 
chiefeft enimie the earth toand 2-4 goeth about like aroaring lyon ſtill ſeeking 


d 
, b 
or Chriſty Heng ur.A mightte & dangerous aduerfary,great 


T bree things to 


- hi >" whom he may deu 
*Job 1.7. 19 power,wily in practiſe, bould 1n atrempr, fierce. in charge, 
 41,Pet.5,8, inſtant and importunate in fight, weeriſome in continuance, 
manifold in all his adtions, a very Proteus turning and win- 

ding himſelfc into all faſhions, and formes and ſhapes,ſome- 

times a fearecfull Dragon, ſometimesa flattering Mermaide, 

and any thingto ferue his curne, An expert and beatenſoul- 

eres: diour knowing all tratagemes and policies of warre.A skil- 
| beta mar. follandcunning fiſher, knowing all maner of baites for all 
iy. £57. kindes an for all ſeaſons, hauiug as Cyprian ſaith, * by long 


experience. 
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experience andprattiſe learved all meanes and waies to cover and "I 
deceine vs, applying hinlelfe tothe ſeuerall ages of men, to 4 
their eſtates and degrees, their places and callings, their hu- I 
mours and affeFions, omitting no occafions,no oportunities 
that he can any way apprehend to ſubuert and ouerthrow vs. 

_ Aſpeciall inſtrument that he victh to rhis purpoſe 1s the The world e. - 


world, wich the tentations whereof we are ſo enuironed and/Þ*&ial infra. 
n ere 


beſer, on cuery fide, and finde them ſtill ſolying in our way, c,,, Sebeec 

that we may ſceme to walke amongſt bryers and thornes; ,yaing? >. 

nay, amongſt adders and ſerpettrs, the biting and ſtinging 

whereof it may ſeeme vnpoſl1ble to eſcape, Seldotne or ne-= 

uer are we free, but that he aſſaicth ys exther by the men of 

this world, or by the chings of this world, to hold vs backe _ 

from going good, and to draw ys on tothe committing of 

cull, He ſeeketh to winne ys tocuill by the cuill examples 

of che world, thatwhileſt we are aſhamed to goe alone ro 

heaucn, we may with the mulritude goe that * Praad and cafie «2114.7 13. 

way that leadeth wnto deſtruttion. He diſcourageth vs from 

goodnesby the offence and diſpleaſure ſometimes offriends, 

ſometimesof great men; that whileſt we loue menmorethen 2 

God,we may by pleaſing of men fall away fro God.Hetrieth 

vs by the reproches and {launders, the mocks and taunts, the 

ewitings and vpbraydings ofthe world,that the irkeſomenes 

thereof entring into our ſoules like arrowes into our bones, 
may makeys weary of folowing vertue and godlines,wherc- 
by webecome ſubieR vnto ſuch diſgrace. He raiſeth trouble 
and perſecution, that the danger of life and goods, thefeare 
and dread of fire and fivord, of impriſoninent and baniſh- 
ment may driuevsaway from our reioycing inthe crofſe of 

Chrift. | 

4 Now by the things of this world he ſtrongly tempteth rhe rbingsof 

vs, and yſcrhthe allarements of profit and gaine, of pleaſure ths world 

and delight, of preferment and glory ofthe world, as three fireng "_— 
mightic engines wherewith ynuerſfally he oppugneth the "TT" 
whole nature of man, andaswith bullets of iron battereth 

and beateth downe the caſtles and towres that ſecme inuin- 

_ cible, and ſtriketbthe very * farres from heaven to earth, ex- "Reel g.r, : 
cinguiſhing in men the hight of the ſpirite that hath moſt i 
clearely ſhined ; quenching the zeale that hath moſt fer- : 

vently burned : prevailing with men to pull downe1n 5s Fe 
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felues that which God harh builded vp, ro make fale of Faith 
and ſhipwracke of conſcience, and to become runnegates 
and apoſtataes, yea and ſometimes perſecutors of the Go- 
ſpell which. they themſclucs have profefſed. The motive 
whereof the deuill fawto bee ſo ſtrong, as thatthereby he 
would needs triethe ſtrengrelrof our Sauiour Chrift 3 * Gewing 
him all the kingdomes of the world, andthe glory of them, and fay- 
ing ? If thowwilt fall downe before me and worſbip me, they ſhall 
be all thine. And ſurely hereby he winneth many to fall downe 
| before him andro worſhip'him by finne and vnrighreouſnes 
_ and wilfull breaking of the commandements of God. For 
the compaſlling of their yniuſt and (infull defires of the things 
of this world, yeclding themſclues at his will to become vaſ- 
ſals and (lavesto couertouſneſſe, extortion, vſuric, falſehood; 
to whoredome and filthinefle; rogluttony and drunkenneſle; 
to ambition, flatterie, hypocriſie, enue, and all maner lewd 
and euill works; contentto admit a wound inthe conſcience 
for a peny inthe purſe, and for the pleaſure ofthe body to 
deſtroy the ſoule, and for the kingdome and glory. of this 
world, to looſe the glorious kingdome of Ieſus Chritt, | 
Satan fronga- 5 Weſceethow dangerous an enemic we hane todeale with- 
«inft v+by the all, but yerthe danger is muchthe greater,forthatinourown 
— _ "nes boſomes we cary a fire to burne ourſelues;a falſe Tarpeia,con- 
ey ans, | ſpiringwiththe enemieto berray her ownefather; a treache- 
rous Daiilah flattering her owne busband to bercayie him of 
all his ſtrength, and to deltuer bimbeund into the hands of 
them that ſceke his life. I meane the corruprionof our owne 
nature, the frowardnefſe and vngratiouſnefle of our owne 
harts, the venome & poiſon that we bring with vs '& nouriſh 
in. vs cuen fro our mothers wombe,which as a troubled foun- 
cane or rather as a raging fea 1s ſtill caſting vp mire and dirt, 
and ſending foorththe motions and lufts of finne, which are 
euermore ready toopen the gates tothe enemie tolethim in 
vponvs, by the ſeeing of the cie, by the hearing of the care, 
by the taſting of rhe tongue; andby allthe partsandpowers 
both of our bodics and of our ſoules.. For what are all theſe 
but gates, and doores, and windowes, whereby ſinne and 
dcath, if we preuent it not,doecnterinypon vs and take faſt 
: b. Augu?7. cont. hold of vs * | IS | 
et P clog. lb.2. 6 Thus we harbour with in ourſclues * exercitum quendary- 
| | os ES \ 2 Cupidita>- - 6 
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ul effetions,which yeeld vs continuallmarter and occaſion /** «ferns 2 
i 73d from our beginning to our end, againſtthe wan- ns # = 
connefle and wilfulnefle of youth,againft the-crookednefle of ;, fights © © 
olde age; in proſperitie againſt preſumption and carnall ſe-= * 
curitic,in aduerſitic againſt impatiencie and deſpaire: in bigh 
eſtate againſt diſdaine, in low eſtate againſt covie :inaboun- 
dance againſt exceſle, in want againſt vaulawfull ſhifes ; in the 
folowing of yertuc againſt vaine glory, inthe hatred of vice 
againſt curioſitic and raſhnes in 1dging & cenſuring other 
men - inreligion againſt ſchiſine, herefie, infidelitie;in cuuill 
conuerſation againſt wrathfulneſle, vafarhfulneſſe, vniner- 
cifulneſſe, ſclfeloue, and all iniuſtice : againſt evill workes in 
the profeſſion of true faith, againit misbeleefe 10 the praiſe 
of good works, Yea and as they ſay ofthe heads of Hydra the Temptations of 
Serpent, that one being cur off, there grew vp moe forit,and ne fil ſuc- 
as the waues of the ſea oneftill folow in the necke of another, - 
cuen ſoitis with the remprations of fihne,the ending of one *** 

1s the beginning ofanother, and one viorie is the drawing : 
on of another fight. * 1f conetonſneſſe be onerthrowen, faith Saint * Cypr.de 
Cyprian, then arifeth wanton tuft : if uit be repreſſed, then ambi= mortal. 

ton comes inplace : if ambition be reiefad, then anger pronoketh 

pride ſwelleth, emnie frettetb, cc. SOM is it which the ſame 

Father elſewhere ſaith, * Alrbough there be not alwaies Neroes, * tdemdedu- 
Diocletians, «nd Maximines raging againit the Church, yet neger piicimartyrie. 
doth the denill ceaſe to buſic and trouble themtbat baxe profeſſed 

the warfare of Chrift. And Saint Hierome © Errai ſi DPQuarm © Hierony,epif. 
putas Chriftianum perſecutionem non pati ; & tunc maxime oppug= «1 Heliodorum 
Paris qunm te oppugnari ueſcis, Thou art deceined if thou thinke 4 | 
Chriftian man at any time free from ſuffering perſecution and then 

25 a man mo#t of all oppug ved, when be doth not know bimſclfe tobe 
oppngned. 3 ; * 3 
7 Now being thus beſer with enemies on every fide, tzay <} 
carying within our ſelues enmitie againſt our ſelues, we ſee a 3 
neceſſitievt fighting, we ſee arcaſon why we are called the 

armie of the Lord. Letvsthercfore be as we are called; letvs 

every man take ſword in hand and*goe foorth to belpe the Lord 4 j,gs. 5.22. 
ag ainit the mightie, againſt * the Dragon and the Angels rbahſ® Revel,.12.9. 
eweking warre ag ainft tbe womans ſeede. If in the middeſt of fo 17. 
many, ſo dangerous, ſodeadly _— we fit ſtilland yy 
en | | and . 
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and refuſe to fight , what doe wee but betraie our ſelues 

| and the quarrell and cauſe of him that hath choſen ys to be his 
Ny ſervant of ſouldiours? And ſurely if we doe'not fight, wee are none of 
Chrift thats his:if thou be no fouldiour,thou art no ſeruant of Iefus Chriſt, 
mths ſoul- , becauſe robe his ſervant, is to be a ſouldiour. And therefore 
diwr. ' thoubenotskilled inthis ſpirirual battel; if thou be nor gaily 
* Jam.g.7, Tf exerciſed *to refit the diwel}, and to * fight againft ſame ; if 
bHeb.12.4. there be not inthee a daily controuling ofrhine owne wates, 

| a checking ofthine owne hart; a reſiſting of thine owne de- 
fires, aſubduing of thine owne affe&tions,, char thou maicſt 

© 2.Cor-10.5. © bring enerie thought to the obedience of Chritt ; if all bee at 

| peace within thee, and thou findeſt no diuifion, no contra- 
diction berwixtthe fleſh and the ſpirite, betwixtthe old and 

the new man, betwixt that which thou art ofthy ſelfe, aod 

that which thou art of God , what doeſt thou in the Lordes 

tefits ? to what end doeſt thou profeſle the ſeruice of Chriſt 2 

Go our of the campe, if thou wilt not fight,and keepe nora 

ſanding there idlely and in vaine. | 

8 Letvs confider this 1a our harts : for many there are that 


MH ny ſay they . SE 
cntieass bbs ſay they are Chrifts,andtake his name in their mouthes,who 


9 


get arenot ſo, YErneuer drevy fyord nor gaue ſtroke in Chritts behalfe,who 
becauſethey defie the diuellwiththeir mouthes, but wreſtle not againſt 
fight worfor his workes : who baue renouncedthe worlde, and yertliue 1a 


bize. league wichthe worlde, and continue deepely entangled in 


the corruptions thereof : whole luft is their law ang they 

make their one carnall dehre the rule and meaſure of all 

'their doings. Theſe men deccſue chemſelues, They-would 

£&.Cor.5.15. faineliuc with Chriſt inheauen, bur yet they would © live to 

a themſelaes here vpon the carth : they would be bleſſed. in. the 

world to come, but yet would not be crofled in the pleaſures 

ofthis world, Burthis cannot be. He that hath called vsvato 

* Iuc,r3.24, eternal! Iife,hath told vs that we mult © frine to enter in at the 

firaight gatethatleadeth vnto ic; He that hath ſer before vs * 

an incorrupttble crowne, hath withall warned vsthat we mult 

fr.Corg, fiat forit. And as Sainte Ambroſeſaith : * Non decet redimi- 

25.26, 20s floribua corona , ſed puluerulentos, &c. The crowne # not far 

$2.7:m 2.5. carpet knigbts, that lowe to be beſet and garlanded with poſies and 

by _ yi oflonrer,but for them that are beraied a wrailling and tumbling 

a _" duſt and viftorie ts not the bononr of niceliugs. and wantons, 
but of thts that haue ſweats anii labonred for it, Iftherefore we 2 
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ſed to them onely that overcome, let vs, as I haucſaide, 
adgrefle our ſelues vnto the fight , and applic both our harts 
and our hands tothe pulling downe of the kingdome of Sa- 
tan, and tothe maintenance and aduancemenc of the Kking- 


—_ 


dowe of Icſus Chriſt, | 7] 
9 Nowbecauſc asincarthly armies there are men of divers 7: areto febs 
ſorts and places,generals, captaines , licutenants, ſergeants, for Chrift by 
coronels,common fouldiours, &E. So intherarfare of Chriſt nx the ds- 
there are likewiſe divers callings and conditions ofmen, we ,, ah oyoe 
are cuery one to conſider the {tandingand place whereunto | ©. 
we are aligned of the Lord, and faithfully to imploy- our 

ſclues therein for his aduantage, that we may till be getting 

ground of the cnemy againlt whom we fight. Princes and 
Magiſtrates by well managing the ſword of ciuillauthoritie 

by cftabliſhing and executing good lawes for Chriſts bchoofe 

and for the ſetting foorth of the glory of God, Munſters by 

viing carefully and wiſcly the ſword of the ſpirit,the word of God, 

for the cutting downe of finne and vnrightcouſnefle, and to 

breede in mens hearts the feare of God and the loue of his 
commandements. Parents and maiſters by well gouerning 

themſelues and their houſcholds, reſtraining their cbildren 

and fernants from all looſenefle and lewd behauiour, and 

training them vp with all care tovertuousand godly life. Ina 

wordlct euery man eftceme with himſelfe whar the Juety of 

his calling requireth of him, and therein beſtow himſelfe 

faithfully forthe Lord. . Let ys all be euermore practiſing and 

enuring our {clues to hght in the Lordesbehalfe; againſt the -- 

divcll by faith; againſt che world by patience and tewpe- 2: 

rance; againſt the laſts of the fleſh by daily meditation and 3- 

excrcife of repentance; againſt themall by praterand by the #- 

word of God. 3 few Fe 

10 Andtothis fight we arc encouraged the mmore becauſe As incourage- 
we arc his arpy : becauſe we haue ſacha captaine ynder ma __ 
whom we fight. One thar is of moſt puiſſant and viftorious iii 
power and might, and hath all things ſubicEto his wall; that ,,y., whow 
ſendeth ys not foorth to þattell alone, but gocth bimſelfe we fighr, 
with ys: who hauing bornethe bruot and heate of che batrcell 
himſelfe,hath made rhefight more tolerable and eafie for vs: 


- who himſelfe giuerh ys armies and ſtrengeh to fight,and com- 
eG Rn CFOfy ” maundeth 
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gels to fight for vs. Sotharwe may boldly comfort our ſelues 

ba.10h.4.4,  abd ſay, * Greater is be that is in vs, then be that uu in the worlde: 
2 King.6. 16, and ©rbry that are with vs are moe, then they that are againſt vs, 
yea, they thatare againit vs, are onerruled by his mightie 
hande,to bee for vs cueninthoſe thinges that they. entend a- 

_ © eainſt vs. Andtobe ſhort, though we be weakc, yet hec is. 
E41.10:28, ſtrong , and will ſuffer none * ts placke vs ont of bus hand , but 
E--:- the end ſhall be, with reioycing andrriumph to fing aloude, 
* x-Cor, 15.57. © Thankes be unto God which bath ginen vs. the vittorie tbrough 

l Teſua Chrift our Lord. FEE 

2? Thefooldinurs 117 It folowethto declare whar affeCtio the people of Chriſt 
' of Chriſt volun- do beare inthe vndertaking of this warfare. In earthly king- 
rarie men, wil- domes men are oftentimes holden.in ſubie&tion againſt their 
ingly «fferivz will, They doe dutic to their princes for feare,rather then of 
Es ”= any deuotion or good affettion towards them. In their harts 
they murmureand repine, and thinke ita heauic burden to 

doe them ſernice. Andtherefore if por ces opportunity,. 

they withdraw themſclues from the yoke ynder which they 

are holden. Solikewife to earthly barrels men vſually go by 

conſtraint , and againſt their owne minde. They ſeeke by 

what meanesrthey can to be freed from ſuch ſeruice, & to reſt 

in quietnefſe at home. But the ſeruants and ſouldiours of the 

ſpirituall kingdomeof Chrift, are noted to be ofanother diſ- 

pcfition, They ſhall be, ſaith he, « people of great denotion or- 

willmgneſſe.” It we will tranſlateit preciſely according ro the 

Hebrew wordes, we muſt ſay, « people of denotions, becauſe the 

worde is v{cd in the plurall number. But to exprefle the force 

thereof, I rather chooſe to reade, « peopl# of great denotion, For 

nothing elſe doth the prophet import heereby,but a ſingular 

freeneſſe and willingnefle of hart , wherewith the people of 

Chriſt ſhall dedicate and giue themſelues vntd him tobe be- 

ſtowed and vſed at his will. And tothis purpoſe the worde is 

vſed in other places of holy Scripture. As namely in che law 

f Zeit. 22.18, of * Aoſes, by this worde are noted the * Frecoffoinge which 
© © ©2338. men witdourany certaine impoſition of law offered volun- 
tariſie , and of their owne accord, By the originall of this 

worde CMoſesſpake vnto the people for the buyiag of tuffe 

for the making ofthe tabernacle and furniture thErcof,and of 

3 Exod.z 5.5, the garmentsofthe highPricſt 3 5 If rhere bee any man whoſe 
ag TS in 
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' Lordehce, And bythe fameverbe, though in another coniu- 
gation Deborab ſpeaketh of then hoof their olvne free ac- 
cord went foorth to bartell againſt Si/ere and his coinpanie, 
* Praiſe yes the Lorde for the anenging of Iſraell, for the people * 
that offered themſelues willingly. My hart ts ſet on them that were 
willing among the people. Even fuch are the people of Chriſt 
here ſaide tobeeto the barrellchat we haue ſpoken of towit,, 
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yoluntarie men, freely and willingly offering: and deuoting 


themſcluesto doe him ſeruice and to fight for him.. 


12 Thustheſceprer of Chriſt goeth beyond theſcepters of T he ſcepter of 


worlgly princes, which can prevaile no further bur onely 
with the outward man,whereas the ſcepter of Chriſt worket 


- 


Chriſt wor 
in the inner” 
Man, b 


in the hart and inthe inneeman,renewing the mindeand fra- 
ming the will to the following of Chrift and tothe obedience” | 
of his will. * /irexwenolentine nulla eft, faith Proſper. Men are * Profs, de we 
not accounted vertuons for thoſe things they do againſt their wills, *©:2$**%-libz, 
It isthe will chat commendeth the good aCtions of men, and Sho 0 
then are we approoued with, God when with cheerefulnefſe o_ . 


of bart we giue ourſelues ynto him. - And hereby it is that we «Gio, fore. 1 
doe cffcually and to the purpole thoſe things that we doe. *rreththew;- +. * 
Fhere is nothing ſo eafie of icſclfe, bariris bard eo himrhar 70 2 
gocth abour it with an vnwilling mind, Wanr of will makerh difrecnb. * 
men evermore to be putting oft caſes,and caſting off doubts, :hew,. 3 
and making ofdelaies, and complaining of paines, and allea« L- 
ging of expenſe; and whithep he will nor, he cannota while : + Þ 
{till a beare isin the way, © 4 Hon 35 inthe ftreete.Butwherethe 
heartis affeted,and the willdeepely and throughly poſſeſſed 
with athing,it is the cleering of all caſes,and the controwling 
of all doubts, and a ſpurre. againſt delates : paines ſeemeth- 
pleaſure; and expenſe ſeemerhb gaine, and thoſe thingsrcbat 
arc lions and bearesto other meg, are but ghoſts and ſha- 
dowes to devotion. and good will. And as Satat Ambroſe ſaich,.. - 
© Hoe ſequitur vuumquemgue condrur ex corde : that grow=-4 Qu 
eb GN wan and Ws An which be ds from Whoa How: 
the hart: whereas coldneſſe and careleſnefſe in the worker, cap.u1. - 
_— alwaics crookednefſe and yatowardlinefſe in the 
worke, - FO 
3" Now therefore the people of Chriſt, that vprightly and 
without haleing they may ſcrue hww,areduſcribedto be a pow -/ 
77 2 EE TY” 
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-winde; of fuch reſolution towards ; 
| Tale the tokes himm ag char neither regard of profit, nor feare of perill, nor 
AH > mr difficulty of proceeding doc hold them back from going for- 
”  Grfi, Ward whitherhecallethand commandeth them. Wherefore 
7 his devotion and zeale we muſt. require m our ſelues, if we 
wil be thought to beare to bimthat affeftiqn that we ought 
to doe. If we bewillinglefſe, and without devotion in his ſer- 
nice, and follow bim1a ſuch ſort as if we were loth to take to 
much paines or to goe to far, we muſt take heede leaft heſay 
® Rewel,3.15, of vs as he ſaid of the Laodiceans; * / would thowwere euher 
 botorcold;but bicauſe thou art either hot nor cold but lukewarme, 
Twill ſpue thee out of my mouth. Aod ſurely this 1s the finne of 
theſe times wherein we liuezwherein there is much profeſling 
ofthe name of Chrilt, and lictle Joue to Chriſt himſelfe, We 
hauc the goſpell more in our mourhes then 1n our harts, Reli- 
10n is made to ſcrue mens purpoſes, when they themſiclues 
aucliccle purpoſe of religion. Policy hath ouermailtred pic- 
ty, andthe world morepreaaileththen che word, and godly- 
neſle 15 ſold for gaine, and their appeereth 1a vs fo little hare 
towards Chriſt, that wee may iutly perſwadeourſelues that 
the blinde conſcience of former ages, ſhallaccuſe and con- 
 demnethe carelcfſe learning of our age. They changed de- 
uotion intoſuperſtition , but wee hauce changed it into pre- 
ſamption and wilfulncfle. The fruites of their deuotion wee 
bauecarned toſacriledge & theft; and whileft we condemne 
them fornusbelicfe,wee condegane our ſclues by wicked life. 
We mecaſureour religion by oils liking, and whileſt we are 
loth to go to farre,we are farre to ſhort of that we ſhould be. 
Whileſt we auoid to be accounted fooli(Mly preciſe, we con- 
tinuelicentioully & grofſely prophane, We hearc the worde 
of Chrilt ; but where is our zeale in hearing of it:How eaſely 
are we withbolden from it by every trifling excule, and can 
like better iatime ofholie exerciſe to fit ar cardes by a warme 
fire,then to fit with Godin acolde church ©Ifwelſerue himin 
the forenoone,tt is well: itis coomuchto ſerue him againe in 
the afcerooone. If we do him deuotio inthe church,ie is more 
thenneedeth todo him any athome. And thus wee abridge 
- Chrift ofhis worſhip,and tint him ar our pleaſure, Our wil- 
lingnes isbut when we will , and or devotioryis but panges 
and fittes, and laſteth no longer, tliea Randerh withrhe | 
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folowingoforowne delights: And iFany thing happely at . 
_ any time doe moouevs, yer is it but as a'flaſh of lightning ' * = 
which fodainly appeercth,/and by and by vaniſheth away, as 
if it had never beene.. And to be ſhort, farre are we of from 
chat zeale of the honour of Chriſt, chat ftudie and care of 
godly life, & cſchewing of the corruptions of the world, that 
ſhould makea difference betwixt the ſeruants of Chriſt, and 
the children of this world: + AE ET 
14 ' But whereisin the rmeane time that great dewotion that 
the prophet ſpeakerh of; and how ſhall wee perſwade our 
ſelues that thoſe things are verificd andfalfilled:in ys, which 
are thas foretold of the people of Icſus Chriſt? Whichif we | 
cannot, how ſhall we perſivade ourſelues that weare his? Lee 


” « 


vs therefore leaue our lame and halting religion, and* make *Heb.12ur;, 


hy F 


freight ſteps unto owr feete, that we way walke vprightly with 
the Lord, and * with purpoſe of hart cleane (tedfaſtly vnro bins; » 1915.45. 
Letnotmer heare more 1n ourwords, then they ſecinour © . 
deeds,but if we will profeſſe our ſelues co be his, letitappeere 

17 ourtrue piety and deuotion towards him, He requireth of _ 4 
vsto be.* fernent in ſpirit, * zealous of good worker, © earneſt wn , wore rr, £ 

; | PE STAY | | od = 034 G* 2 

good tbings,not onely receiving the truth; butallo * rbs lowe of «77... AT ; 
the truth, that we may be ſaxed. It 1s to ſmall purpoſe that we *641.4.18. 
have the truth, if we loue it not, andif we loue 1t, Toue will *2.7heg.2.19, 
. breede devotion, and deuotion will yeeld all duery yntothe 
God of truth. ; = _ 6 

I5 , Nowvolcntary men freely and ofcheir owne aecordof- 4, cn, 
tering chemſelues to the ſeruice of their princes; and eap- of chrif attired 
faines, arewon.to ſet foorth arid ſhew themſclues in all gal- a>d armed with ** 
lantneſſe and brauery thattheir perſon and condition wil ad- #*goedlyhrane 1 Þ 
micte. Appatell,armour;horſe,and other furaitare, are pro. 99, 2 
vided inthe beſt fort they may, & everie oneftriuerh by chin | 
meanestocominend huvſclfe, andto winnethe greateit fa- - 
our in his captaineseics. Tothe emulation and folowing of 
this affection the prophet heere calleth vs, and as carthly 
ſouldiours ſtudie in this ſort to gratifie the/defires and ro 
pleaſethe cies of their earthly princes and capraines, ſohe 
reacheth vs howe we are inwardly and ſpiritually.to garniſh 
and decke our ſclues, that we may be gracious inthe light of 
our heauenly capraine inthe day ofthe wuſtring of tus army. 
Ang to this purpoſe hee nameth an arinour or ature w__ 
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race commenderh ys ynto the cies of God. This is that 
which he calleth tbe excellent beantie of belies, Where I read, 


excellent beantie, to expreſie the force and importance ofthe - 


plurall number. Forin the Hebrew it is not beantie,but beau- 
ries,asto ligntfie thatholineſſe conteineth init all rrue beau- 
tie,& is the ſumme of all thoſe ornaments and graces where- 
with the people of Chriſt are ro decke themſclues that they 
may be goodly and glorious 1n his fight.So that whereas wee 
arc allnatarally deſirous tobe faire and beautifull , the pro- 
phet heere tnftrutteth vs what beautic it is that is moſt of all 
. Tobe defired ; and wherewith aboue all other we ſhould ſpe- 
cially ſecke tograce our ſclues. For as foroutward grace aud 
beautie,either in the feature of the body irſelfe, or inthings 
applied-ro'adde comelineſſevnto it, what isit in it ſelfe bur a 
fading floure ? corrupted by ſicknefle, withered by yeeres, 
and confounded by death. And if withall the ſoule be a bar- 
| bour of vicious and cuell affections, a finke of ſinne and vn- 
cleannes, what is all this goodly beauric, bur as varniſh vpon 
rotten woode, and as a faire painted yifour ypon a foule 
wrinkled and deformed face ? , 


26 Thebeautythercfore which the prophet here commen- 


deth is that wherein we arg approoued with the Lord, who 
accepteth vs not for any outward glory bur for the vertue 
and goodquality of the hart. Ic 1s holinefſe that draweth the 
_ _ eiesof God ynto'vs, and whereby we are loucly and plcaſin 
Holines conſt 15 bis fight abouc other men. Now holynefle confiſteth partly 
«hintwe inthe putring of and efthewing the corrupt,maners and con- 
thinges. uerſatlon of che world: and partly in putting on thoſe affeti- 
ons and conditions of vertue and grace, whereby we cary the 
image and ſemblance of our captaineIeſus Chriſt. The things 
that were holy in the law were ſeuered from all prophanc and 
common vic; no yncleane thing might be ſuffered to touch 
them, thatſo they might remaine pure and vadefiledto the 


E «a ahre cs. vſes ofthe Lord. Eucn ſowe whom Chriſt * bath choſen and 


dGal.i.4. © * ginenbimſelfe to deliner vs from thys preſent enill world,thathe 


p eden 1.21, might make vs © veſſels of honour, ſanttified, and meete for the 
EW-1,27., 


© 2.Pet.t4. 


by * flying the corruption that raigneth therein by luſt, and ab- 
| horring thoſe polluted and yncleanc courſes, inthe lothſome 


filchineſſs | 
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wes of the Lord, ſhould * keepe our ſelwes wnſported of the world, 


$304 


* LY F n : 
bs Ex io £ b Kuan. 42 Se it ns Bo 6 
aa ab EE an bn bh, fn £30 
-—- h = 
; pro's ; 
o 


_ filchinefſewhereofthe world walloweth andeumblerh irfelte,. 
co the great offepſe and giſpleaſure-of almighty God. And+ 
ſurely qt asthe contagion and filth ofthe world cleaucrh, 
 faſtvato vs,and we frame our ſelues to the faſhion and beha-. 
aiour thereof, rhere can be nothing ſo lethſome and hatefull. 
vnto vs,as we ourſclues arc lothlome ynto God. And theres __ 
fore God hirnſelfc in this ſartaduſcrh vs, * Come out from! «- *2,cor.6.17, 
mong them,and ſeperate youttfelues, and ronch nowncleane thing, 
ard [will receine you, and [will be a father untoyou, and you ſpall | 
be my ſonnes and daughters , ſaith the Lord, Whereupon the . 
apoſtle thus exhorterh inthe beginning of the next chapter, 
> ſceing then we bane theſe promiſes let vs clenſe onr ſelues fro all * 2, Cory, 1. 
ficbines of the fleſb & of theſpirit, and grow vp to full bolmes in the 
feare of God.In which words he expreſicth borh thoſe parrs of 
bolines which I meationed before :calling rhe one, the c/en- 
fing of our ſelues from all filrhineſſe of the fleſh and ſpirite: the 
other,the growing vp to full bolineſſe,or the fulfilling andperfuing 
of our ſan{lification in the feare of God. Which fulblling of our 
ſanRification ſtandeth in clothing from day 'to day. both in- 
wardly our conſcience, and outwardly our conucriation with 
pictic and the feare of God, thereby ro * ſer fooribtbe verives ,_ ,_ 
of him that hath called vs ont of darkenesinto his maruelous light, '* 
And thische Apoſtle Saint Pele calleth * rbe putting on of the ingm.13.14. 
Lord leſua Chrift, teaching vs thereby not oncly to actirc our Gal.5.16, 
ſelues by faith with his merites and righteouſnes, that there- 
by we may be 1aſtified in the figbr of God, buralſo by bolines 
to exprefie in our life the example thar he bath laied before 
vs, thatby our good workes and godly life it may appeere 
that we have Chrilt dwelling and ruling 1n our harts. Which 
the faue/ Apoltle elfewhere more ;parricularly deſcribeth 
laying ;'* put on, 4s the elect of Godyhely and beloued tender mer- « (1 3.12; 
cie, kindeneſſe, humbleneſſe of minde, meckenes, long ſuſfring,&c. 
And againe, * Let vs which are of the daie be ſober putting onthe i ;,Theſſs 8. 
breitplate of fairb and lone , and the hope of ſaluation for an bel- "Y 
mer. : Ts *; By ECant.5.9. 
17 Theſe and ſuch like are the ornaments whereby the Holines our at- 
church of Chriſt isto him that Joucth her © goodly as the mor- DOOR 
ning, faire a4 the moone, pure 441%e ſunne: and to her enunie , 
terrible as an armie with diſplaied enſignes. Thusattired and ar- 
med we ſhoulde come and preſent "= {clucs in this place jd blie. 
= = | the 
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the aſſemblic of the Lordesarmie : not in hautines and pre- 
pption,notin vaine and wanton.apparell , not inthe care 
ofdecking our ſclues to the ciesof the worlde, (the follic 

whereof in this generation nowe long agoe ftinkerh in the. 

_ -noſtrels ofthe Lorde: )but in humbleneſſe and lowlineſſe of 
minde, in meekenefſe any quictneſſe of fpirne, m mnocen- 

_ cie and ſimplicitie of hart, in a ſacred feare and reverence of 
that high maicftie before which we'preſent our ſelues. Ifwe 
come not thus prepared , wee are butfpots andblotsin the 
Lords afſemblic,and we are to fearcthe ſame exception tobe 
taken againſt vs, as was taken againſt him that came to the 
«Mah, 12.12, wedding ſupper without a wedding garment : * friend, bowe 
- comet thos in bitber not hawng on a wedding garment; For what 
1s the wedding garment bur cuen the bcautic of holinefſe 
which the prophet heere commendeth as the attire of rhe 
 Lordsarmic. That therefore our comming may be gratefull 
ro the Lord,and without danger to ourſelues, let vs haue this 
ſentence of the prophet in our mindes, and remember al- 

| waicstoappeecre before the Lorde in the beantie of belineſſe, 
21.7im.1.5- intrue deuotion,humbleneſſe of minde, obedience,loue * our 
of apare hart, and a good conſcience and faith wnfained :(o the 
Lorde ſceing in vsthe ſhadow and piture of his beautie,ſhal 
rake delight and pleaſure in vs , whereas otherwiſe by hypo- 

_ and ſmne, our bcing heere 1s but abhomination before 

im. 
18 Now followeth the Iatter part of this verſe : Thy youth 
ſhalbe as the dew vntotbee from the wombeof the morning, Where 
the words being very obſcure inthe Hebrew text are diverſly 
tranſlated, Vpon ſearching and comparing of divers iudge- 
ments,] haue ſet doiwne that which Itake to be moſt fir, And 
veric anſwerable heereuntois that which is written by the 
prophet CMicah: © The remnant of lacob ſhall be among manie 
people, as the dew from the Lorde, and as the little miſlling droppes 
2 pon the graſſe, wbich aoe not waite for man,nor bope in the ſonnes 
of Adam. By which wordesthe prophet foretelleth the migh- 
rie increaſe of the church amongſt the Gentiles, whoſe mul- 
ritude ſhall be as the ſmall dew, and little drops thatfall from 
heaven without number, and rhat this ſhall come topaſſe, 
not by any power or worke of man, bur by tlie gracious hand 
cfalmightic God, eucn as hee onely withour the helpe of 
| man. 24 
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arc likewiſe to bee vnderſtoode - for hauing before declared 7he multirnde 
how Icſus Chriſt ſhall haue lus armie-to 1oyne with his in of thcarmicef 
fight agaialt his coimics, he addeth heere in what multitude Ir gue 7 = 
they ſhall come,and by what band they ſhal be raiſed yp va+ ,,,,..-. »> + 
tohim. They ſhall beinnumerable as the dewe,which'bythe y,;o him. "=Þ 
onely hand of God is brought foorth from the wombe of 
the morning : where the propher by a metapbor namerh ic 
the wombe of the merning,wherc the morning dewe isſecretly/ 
formed, and from whence it commerh as children from:the 
wombe. Againe,the name of yowrbby another figure impor- 
teth nor meerely yoongneſſe of age , but the perſons them- 
ſelues that are yoong ; by che like phraſe of ſpeech as we are 
woontto fay ; The youtli weregathered togither;the youth 
were ſporting themſclues, &c. | 
19 Byyjewtbthenarc mcantthe young frie of the church ; Touth they 
_ thenewincreſe and ſuppiy thereof from time rotime inthem ha opt Brad my 
who arc newly *begottenby the wordof trath, and * borne 4- WY to Chriſt 
paine *by the waſting of the new brth, and by the renewing of the *1am.1.13, 
Gol ghoſt to:-become of Adams children the children of God *1%b-3-3.5. 
and people of Icfus Chriftt. Who forthar are called © {zile Ph s $4 # 
children, and © babesin Chriſt, and * wewbornebabesthatareto . 9% # oy! 
be ſuckled with the wilke of the word of God that tbey may grow + Es. 
thereby, Of whomthis prophetelſewhere ſpeaketh when he : 
ſaith. * They ſhall declare his righteomſneſſe vnto @ people that ſbals 8 Pſal.11-31. | 
be borne : and againe : * This ſhalbe written for the generation " Pſal,u03. 1% * 
19 come,evd the people which ſbalbe created, ſrallpraiſe the Lord. 
Where he prophecteth of a generation and peopleto be cre- 
ated and borne, not by the,creation and birth whereby we 
-are.-men but whereby we are according to the phraſe of-the 
Apoſtle, * new men, and * new creatures, hauing * anew bart| Eph.4.24. 
gen 'VINO vs and anew ſpirit put into the middeſ} of ws; our ſtony ps 5 > 
bart being changed intoan bart of fleſs, and *. onr conſcience: by 1 x 26.36.26, 
the bloud of Chriſt purged from dead works that we mey ſerne the =Hebg.14. 
{lining God. Such arerhc yourbthat the propher ſpeakethofin - 
thisplace. And hereby weare putin mindeofourfecond na- = 
tivity and birth whereby weare made wembers of the chureh . _ 
of Chritt and calledto become children agamne :childrenas »,,cop.r, 4, | 
* concering walitionſarſſe; childre o in * humility, fmplictty,'* Ate, 18.5.4. | 
3 3 1nno- _ 


 F@Lac,16.8, 
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*Gal.3 -26, 
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'EDPþh:il.2.15. 

8 Math.$.16. 


> 2.Pet.3-19, 
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kPhil.1.11. 
1 Epb.4.13. 
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world we * have walked according to the courſe of this world, in 
fulfilling the will of the fleſh andof our owne minde,we may, being 
now © the children of God, *walke in newneſſe of life,and live * the 
life of God, and * ws the ſornes of God be blameleſſe and pure and 
without rebuke, * ſhining by our good works a4 light s,e the middeſ? 
of the froward and crooked nation of che world, Yeafurther we are 
to be remembred that as youth, as young children are (Ull 
growing in ature and ſtrength and diſcretion vatill they 


come to ripe and perfe&tage, fo we after that we are once 


new borne ynto ChriſWhoulg likewiſe be ſtill encreaſing and - 
growing inthoſe things that belong vnrto a chriſtian life, in 
vertue,in holyneſſe, in faith, in * grace andin the kyonledge of 
lefus Chriſt,that * going thus from ſtregtb to ſtrength we may be 
even * filled with the pan of righteonſneſſe, and in the end at- 
taine | vntothe meaſure of the age of the fulneſſe of Chih. 

20 Now ofthis new birels and the frurs and ceffeRs thereof 
the ſolemnitic of this day may giue me ſoine occaſion to 
ſpeake,being ag we call it new yeeres day wheretn we celebrate 
the remembrance ofrhe circumciſion of Chriſt, and that ® ms 
alſo are circumciſed with a circumciſion not made with 


old man which « corrupted through deceineable luſts, we may be 
renewed m the ſpirit of onr mindes and put on the new man which 
according to God is created in righteouſneſſe and true bolyneſſe. 
Bur of this Iſpake vnto you more at large the laſt yecre, by 
occaſion of the words of the Apoſtle; * If any manbe in Chriſs, 


| bews,or let himbeanew creature. The particulars whereof hap- 


pely youremember not, but remember that which is the ge- 
nerallthat from yeere toycere, from day. to day youſtilgoe 
forward to become new creatures in Ieſus Chriſt.Say withrhe 
Apoſtle,an4lert vs be carefullthat of our ſelues we may rucly 
fay it? Old things arepaſt; bebold all things are becomemen, And 
furely.m this ſtace of our new birth all things are ſet before ys 
vnder the name of new things; 1a new teffament, "anew com « 
mumdement, © anew ſong, © anew name, © anew way,.* anew le- 
ruſalem,” newbeauens and neweartb. Nowe whatan vniveete 


 thingis icthatwhen allchings are new for our ſakes, we our 


. * Revel21,y, *{elues ſhoulderemaine old © Nay let vs alſo become newe, 
aud by our conuerſation let vs make it appeere that wee are- 
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and be carefull heereafter to * redeewe the rieve, char the en- * x7h.5.16, 
ercaſe of our yeeres may be the encreaſe of our comfort, and © 
may furthervs in the afſured hope of thar life where there 
ſhall be no change of yeeres, bur one new yeere-to continue 
for ever and cuer. on rs 29 A 66iJ 
21 Butto cometowards an end, concerning this ofspring The multitade 
and youth whichT have ſpoken of, the prophet faith, tha thr /honldebe 
they ſhalbe as the dew Pow thewombe of the moreing. Firlt for / p9:nhem mm 
eheir multitude; forthat as the drops of heauen cannor be;,,. FS we 
nambred, ſoche people of Chriſt ſhalbe aſſembled ynro him conn be nume- 
1m multitudes wirhout number : accordingly. as Saint /obn In bred. 
the ſpirit ſaw it eome to paſſe, when as befide the remnant of | 
Hracl,he beheld a * great maltitude which noman could number * Renel.7.5; 
of all nations and hindreds aud people and tongues, landing before 
the throne,and before the Lambe; clothed with long white robesand 
pelmes in their bands,and crying with a loude voice ſaluation com> 
meth of our God, &c. So that although in compariſon of the | 
multitude of the world the church of Chriſt be but © abrele « 1.0.5 
flocks, and * fewthere be that enter into life, cuen as the grapes 4 Mer.7.14. 
afcerthe vintage,afew here,anda fewthere,and as after* zbe * Eſ«.17.6. 
ſhaking of ths oliwerree there are two orthreeypon one bough, + 
and foure or five ypon another, ſeldometo be. found; yetin * 
themſclues they arc accordingtothe promiſe made to Abra- 
bamas * the ſtars of beanen that cannot benumbred and 5 @ * Gearg.18. 
tbe ſand by rhe ſeaſide. Andthierefore let itnot diſcourageys & 15-5- 
that the chaffc feemeth ro hide the corne, ad euill menſs * 5-11-12 | 
ſwarmecuery where 1n the world thatche promiſe made-ro 
Chriſt ſcemerhtobe of ſmall effeR. * Wiledeme ball ſorely * Math 11-19. 
be iuflified of ber children, who thaygh chey appeare but fey 
vntovs,yetare exceeding many inthe cies of God,ſothat we 
need notthinke we goe alone or be theworle perſyaded of 
the way wherein we goe, becauſe we.fee bur few to waike 
therein, Lerysgoe on forward-1n faith and patience, and we 
ſhall ſee tharthe * many merſionsin our fathers bouſe ſhal hage * 1b.14.2. 
men tofurniſh-chem, and that the churchof Chriſt is not ſo 
_- barren bur that thereby he ſhal breede * many chilaren onurg tne. 2:10. 
loris. Ys ; : 
A Secondly the morning dew waiteth notfor marr, nor 1s 
2 - : wrought 
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_ ag fallech many times in fach ſortas that we fee itis come bur 
po ag know not whenor how#t came. Eucn fo 1s that generation 
and new birth whereby we become the children of God, Ie 

1s not wrought by the hand or power of man, butthis worke 

alſo deſcendeth fromrhe Lord. Iris the hand of God, the in- 
#piration-of the holy ghoſt that worketh in you,men and bre- 
thren, that chaunge whereby you are newly -created and 
borne the people of Icſus Chrift , Indeede we ſpeake the 
words vnto you which tend to the conuerting and regenera- 

ting of rhe hart, but what can our words doe in your harts, if 
there benotthe worke of ſome other power that 18 mightier 
then our words. The husbandman may manure and ill the 
« 1.Cor-3, 6.7. Yround, butit is not he that can wake the fruite, * Panlplan- 
reth, «Apollo watereth,but God gineth the encreaſe ; and neither is 
be that planteth, any thing, nor be that watereth, but God that gi= 
wetb the encreaſe. Thatthat we doe, gocthno further then to 
the oueward man,' and our words make but a ſound in the 
: eare of the body, bur they that are inwardly taught to the 
* 20h.6.45. Conuerſion ofthe ſoule, they arc * all :anght of God. It is a [c- 
cretand hidden worke :ourcies ſee itnot, our eares here it 

| not, ourvaderſtanding cannot ſufficiently conceiue it; nay. 
. <Cypr.decar- they cannot throughly conceme it, in whomit is, * eAr the 
porn ſti ope- lightning breakerh the clondes, faith Saint Cyprian,and wth the 
= » ſuddaine flaſhing doth not ſo much enlighten as aftoniſh the eie ;; 
fo « man is ſometimes toncbed with I know not what motion, and 
perceiveth bimſelfe to be touched, andyert beboldeth not bim that 
roncherh hiws,” There are ſhoken vnto him certeine ſecret wordes 
vuwardly which be t not able to uiter, ſo that he cannot doubt but 
that be i neere him, yeawithin bim that mooneth him, and yet 
ſoroweth not himſelfe that iy mray ſee bim as be is. This is that 
4 763.8, which our ſauzour Chriſt faith : © The winde bloweth where it 
fifterb, and thou heareſt the ſound thereof but knoweſtnot whence 

# commeth nor whithey ut gorth : ſous enery one that ts borne of 
the firite. And bence it commeth which we elſe where 
* Mr.4.25 Alforcadeby the words of Chrift : © ſo he _— of be- 
wen as if a man ſhould caſt ſeeds intbe ground, and ſhould ſleepe 
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andriſe vp night and day,and the ſeede ſponld ſpring and prow vp, 
2be not knowing bom, We ſowthe ſeede,but we know not how 
; os Ts -X 
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for the growing of this feedein our 
harts, wee praic yate 
him, &c. 
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| birththe wr f\llech many rimes in fuch ſortas that we ſee itis come bur 
| not of man but 


of Gad onety. 


know not whenor how it came. Euen fo is that generation 
and new birth whereby we become the children of God, Ir 
1s not wrought by the hand or power of man, butthis worke 
alſo deſcendeth fromthe Lord. Icis the hand of God, the in- 
ſpiration-of the holy ghoſt that worketh in you,men and bre- 
thren, that chaunge whereby you are newly created and 
borne the people of Icſus Chrift , Indeede we ſpeake the 
words vnto you which tend to theconuerting and regenera- 
ring of the hart, but what can our words doe in your harts, if 
there be not the worke of ſome other power that 1s mightier 
then our words. The husbandman may manure and till the 
* x,Cor.3, 6.7. ground, butit is not he that can wake the fruite. * Pal plan- 
_  reth, eApollowatereth,but God gineth the encreaſe ; and neither ts 
be that planteth, any thing, nor be that watereth, but God that gi= 
weth theencreaſe. Thatthat we doe, gocthno further then to 
the outward man, and our words make but a ſound 1n the 
care of the body, bur they that are inwardly taught to the 
* 20h.6.45. Cconuerſion of the ſoule, they arc * «ll :anght of God. It is a [c- 
cretand hidden worke : ourcies ſec itnot, our cares here it 
not, ourvaderſtanding cannot ſufhciently conceiue it; nay. 
<Cypr.decar- they cannot throughly conceme it, in whomit 1s, * eAs the 
a nies *P*- lightning breakerh the clondes, ſaith Saint Cyprian,and with the 
Mr Juddaine flaſhing doth not ſo much enlighten as aftoniſh the eie ; 
ſo « man 1s ſometimes touched with I know not what motion, and 
perceiveth bimſelfe to be touched, and yet beboldeth not bim that 
roncherh him,” There are ſpoken vnto him certeine ſecret wordes 
vuwardh which be i not able to uiter, ſo that he cannot donbr but 
thatbe us neere him, yeawithin him that mooneth him, and yet 
ſrowerh not himſelfe that may ſee bim as be is. This is that 
which our ſauzour Chriſt faith : © Tbe winde bloweth where it 
fiftetb, end thou heareft the ſound thereof, but knoweſtnot whence 
4 commeth nor whither ut goeth : ſous enery one that ts borne of 
the firite. And bence it commeth which we elfe where 
alſo rcadeby the words of Chrift : © ſo « the kingdome of be- 
wen as if a wan ſhould caſt ſeede intbe pround, and ſhould ſleepe 
eudriſe vp night and day,and the ſcede ſhonld ſpring avd prow vp, 
be wot kyowing bow, We fowthe ſeede,but we know not how 
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it grow 


cheriſheth the ſeede that we ſow, and quickneth itto bring 
foorth fruite , and out of the wombe of Gods eternall eleAt- 
en, ſtill raifeth yp anewe youth, and ofspring to ſerueinthe 
Lordes campe, and to receiue the promiſes of grace 
and faluation-by Ieſus Chrift. Ir refteth that 
for the growing of this feedein our 
harts, wee prate vnte 
him, &c. 
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Verſe 4. 
The Lord hath ſmorne, and will nat repent : Thou art the 
Prie#t for ener after the order of Melchiſedtc. 


| | SAI His yerſe ſctteth foorth voto vs the calling of 
FO / x04 Pp, Iclus Chriſt co the office of prieſthood, whgre 
pa wr 0B Þy heisbecomeour redeemer andaduocate 
prief and me- "OY of Wo! wich the father, that in the kingly herghr and 
diatour yuto [4 RIM matcſtic of Icſus Chriſt there may be nothing 
God. FF —Z=Pcodiſmay vs, ſccing we knoyy that both in bs 
humilitic and ia his maiecſtic he is made ourprictt and medi- 
 -.:. atourto reconcile vsand bring vs vnto God. And thus is the 
ahi Lo ant Scripture woone to qualifie the glorious and dreadfull maic- 
fie the dread of tic of God with the conſideration of his gracious and moſt 
Geesmaiefiie mercifull inclaation towards vs, that we may learne ſo to re- 
with the conſs- gerence him for his greataes, asthat by his goodnes wee bee 

drration of bs .1lured to louc him and by praier to ſecke ynto him : affurin 
*Efa.s 7.15, Ourſcluesthar he * Who xs bigb and excellent, that inbabiterh 
7% eternitie; whoſe names the Holy one, that dwelleth inthe bigb 
end boly place, yet is withbim alſo that ts of acontrite and bum- 
ble ſpirit, to reniue the ſpirite of the bumble , andto game life on- 
bPjal.138.6. tothem that are of a comrite hart. * Though the Lorde be high, 
*Pſal-ro2. ſaith Dawid, yer bath he refpeft wnto tbe lowly , and * owtof the 
$7.19.29. beaxcn be beboldeth the earth,ta turne him 10 the prater of the de- 
ſolate, and to heare the mouruing of the priſoners, and to deliner 

the children of death. 8 

2 ThusIctus Chriſt is deſcribed vnto vs fitting in glorie at 
the right hand of God, and yer towping downe tothe com- 
paſſion of our infirmities, that the conceite of his greatneſle 
way be noterrour yato vs, but rather a ground of excceding 

great comfort, whileſt we ſtande perfivadee that he who b 
mercy isſorcadic to ſuccour vs, is by powerſo able to dofor 
vs whatſocaer pleaſerh him. There 1s nothing more fearefull 

then the guiltic conſcience ofa linner , which 1s (hill runnin 


away from God,and luding it ſclfc as Adam did, volcſſe ic be 


cmbouldcacd ; 


CA ""07906- FFICTERVO TFT UTI YO OO OO Ee En rg 
embouldened and eſtabliſhed by the acknowledgement and "i 
aſſurance of his fauour'and good will, And hence itcame to | 
paſſe,as hath beene before touched, that they who no other-- 
wiſe cofidered of Teſus Chrilt but in his maieſtic fitting at che 
right hand of God, conceiued of him a doubrefull and gif- 
traſtfull feare, and ſhadowed themſelues vnder the winges 
of othermediatours, and hidde themſelues vnder the patro- 
nage and interceſlion of ſaints and angels, that by them the 
nught haue accefſe and entrance vnto God, They hued in 
the darke, and fawe notthat light offaich, whereby wee are 
taught to *-goe with boldnes wnto thethrone of grace, aſſuring * Heb.q.16. 
our ſelues that} the * words of Christ abiding invs) *whatſoener Þ 1oh.15.7. 
we ſhal azke the father in bis name bewilldoit, that the fathermay © 13» 
be glorifiedin the ſowne, To which cofort we are itnitruted by - 
the doctrine ofthe prieſthood of Chriſt, whote conſecration 
and enſtalment tothis ofhce,the prophet deſcriberh vnto vs 
inthis verſe. Wherein we may firſt obſcruethe confirmati- F'*t thingsto 
on of this office by the irreuocable oath of God. Secondlie, 7 * Jerned is 
: 6 AG | thu verſe of 
the office it ſelfe, which 1sprieFhoode. Thirdly the perfon to ,;, trieflloed. 
whom itis alligned, Thos, thar is, Telus the ſonne of God. 
Fourthly, the continuance of this prieſthood , which is, for 
ener, Laitly what orderof prictthoodit 1s, narnely', after the 
order of CMelchiſedes, | 
3 As touching the firſt,this proteſtation by oath ſerueth ac- ns 
cording to the matter 1n hande, to ſet toorth the vnchange- : Mi 2h of 
7 Ae ſranifuce 
able counſell of God for the eſtabliſhing ofthe prieſthood of cat;;n of buy wn- 
Chriſt, to bee the onely meanes for cuer ofattonement and changeable and 
peace betwixt Godand vs. Itis alwates vſcd in Scripture to #7e92cable 
note Gods immutable purpoſe, and ſetled determination ?*'7%* 
that ſhall neuerbe reverſed. For the wordes of God ſoime- 
times implie conditions and exceptions, and hee ſaith, thus 
and thus 1tſhall be, bur with I1mitation, namely, things con- 
rinuing as they be : but ſo,thatifthe caſe be altered with vs, 
he will alſo alter the courſe of his dealing towards vs. Thus 
he ſaith by the prophet /eremie, © [will ſpeaks ſodainely againſ# *ter.18,7. 
4 nation or againit a kingdome to plucke it vp, ard to roote it out 
and to deſtraie it. But if this nation ag aini] whom 1 bane pronoun- 
ced,turne from their wickeaneſſe, I will repent of the plague that 
T thong ht to bring vpon them, And Iwill ſpeake ſoaamely concer- 
ning anation and a kingdome to "Re ard ro plant it. Bat if by 


doe enill in my fight, and beare not my worce,, I willrepent of the 
good that [ thought todo for them. According to the tenure of 
theſe wordes Ciod ſaide of Niniue 3 * Yet fortie dares, and Ni- 
nixe ſhall be deft oied, when notwithſtanding vpon their re- 
penrance God ſpared them, and turned backe his bande, 
whereby hec had threatnedto deſtroy chem. On the other 
{de God ſpeaketh vnto Elthus, * ] ſaide that thine hoawſe,and 
the bouſe of thy fa. her ſhoulde walhe before me for ener : but nowe 
the Lord ſaith, It ſhall not be ſo ; for them that honour me I'will ho-, 
nour,and they that deſpiſe me, ſhallbe deſpiſed. Thus the wordes 
of God ſometimes though in termes they ſeemeabſolute,yert 
in meaning are conditionall, and whether they bee for good 
or cuill,they ſtande or fall according to the good or eullthat. 
they finde 10 vs. But where God puttech to his oath,there 1s 
no revocation, and what he hath once ſworne, he never re- 
_ penteth himehereof, nor gocth backfrom it. And indeede 
God inport a God ncuer repenteth him of any thing, whether ſpoken with. 
wer repentett Ws . - | . . 
him : the repen- Oath or without oath, but bicauſe,where the aCtions & doings 
tance that is at- of God arc altered towards ys,there ſcemethrto vsto be ſome 


eribucelvnto alteration in God himſelfe, the ſcripture in this caſe by che 
bum « ſome 


change in his 


d1.549.2+30. 


phraſe of repentance ſomewhat ſubmitreth ic ſelfe ro our con- 
ations, nw EEE, When as indeed God, foreſeeing all things before they 
change in him= comet paſle, and © knowing all his works from the beginning of 
ſelfe. the world, doth nothing but © according to bis connſells of ld ; 
* A.15.18. nothing but what from cuerlaſting he had decreed and pur- 


SEſa.25.1, poſed with hiniſelfe. But 1nthoſe things, whereinthe oath of 


God 1s yſed, there 1s no ſhew of variablenefle nor ſhadow of 
change, but his words and deeds both in ſemblance and ſub- 
ſtance are perpetuall and cuerlaſting, 
hy God neetd 4 And to this viage of an oath Godfor our ſakes vouch- 
bs Lore wake iafethto ſubmit himfelfe, the moreto ſtirre vs vp to tre em- 
ro >: 10vſe an Þracing of his wordes, and the more [trongly to chalenge and 
cath, binde our credite and affentro thoſe thinges wbich he ſpea- 
keth, Now ſtrange tt !s that God ſhould need to ſfiveare, and 
that lis worde whereby he made the world,ſhould not in the 
worlde be ſufficiently beleeued without an oath, But becauſe: 
he ſeeketh our ſaluation, he Iaboureth by all meanesto pre- 
uaile with vs that wee may hearken vnto him. And as for | 
ererty! cong AArcions canill that it 15 an tndignitie for God ro ſweare, 
= Mariienliz, Tertwilian anlwereths © There « nothing vnwoorthie of God, 
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that furtbereth man to beleene | 
ecanſe there ts nothing ſo woorthy 


rie for man;are woortby of God, 
of God,as the ſaluation of wan 15. 
God therefore vſcthan oath, ſometimes1inthreatning of G,4/geareth 
1dgement,ſometimes in promiſing of mercy ;ſometimes 1n ſometimes in 
extreme wrath and furie, ſometimes 1n/compallion and lo. ##dgement, 
ving kindnefſe, The one way 1t 1s matrerof extreme hor- Jexntiones i, 
rour and dread; the other of fingufar and vnſpeakeable com. 7 
fort. When God {weareth inwrath, whatis his oath but the 
ſcaling vp of irreuocable damnation ” the verie opinion 
whercofts ſufficientto aſtoniſh our harrs, aad to confound 
all che ſenſes and powers both of bodie and {oute. For what ts 
it but euen hell 1c ſelfe for a/man co conceive that he hath 
God for his yowed and ſworne cninie , wito by his oath hath 
bounde himfſelfe to deſtroy him, ſo coat now there 1s no re- 
medic but tovndergo that tudgement, at which the angels 
themſclues do treinble and quake,and are nor able to ftande 
vnderthe burden of it 7 Thus when the people of I{racll pro- 
uoked the Lord, and increaſed their rebeilions from day to 
day, the Lord wasfofarre mooued at length,that * he ſware in *Pſal.95.11, 
bis wrath, that they ſhould uot enter into ba ref, When by his 
prophet he called them to * weeping and mourning and ſack: » x(, 2412. 
cloth, that by their repentance they might pacifie the Lord, 
and they contrariwiſe as it were to deſpight rhe Lord gaue 
themſclues r9ioy and gladneſſe,ſlaying oxen and killing ſheepe, ea- 
ting fleſh and drinking wine,and in ſcorne of the prophets words 
chcered one another,ſaying,Let vs eate andadrinke, for to mor- 
row we ſhall die, the Lord ſaied vnto them informe of an oath : 
© If this iniquitie be purged from youtill ye die. Which Hebrew « verſ-14, 
maner of ſvearing if we will expreſle, it 1s as much as to fay : 
As truly as I live, oram a iuſtand righteous God,this iniquity 
ſhall never be purged from you till ye die. Thus the prophet 
Amos mentioning their extreme cruelty towardsthe poore, 
1nferreth thereupon, * The Lord bath ſworne by the excellency *Amas 8.7. 
of lacob, that be will neuer forget any of their workes. Thele are 
fearefull ſpeeches, and being pronounced of others, they are 
written to inſtru and admoniſh ysthar we doe not: by ob- 
Rinate and wilfull rebellion prouoke the Lord and vrge him 
from day today by our proudandinſolent contempt and def- 
Piſing of his words, leatt whileſt ” abuſc his patience to far, | 
S we 


 wecauſchimto ſwearc our deſtruftion, and to ſet his oath as 


Theoath cf 
Ged for the 
fſaluationof 
#\ze fauhfull, 
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the oath of Got - 


an cuerlaſting bar betwixt him and vs. He will haue vs co vn- 
deritand that it 1s not in yaine that he threatneth rhe finfull 
man, and if his word be not enough, he ſhewerh vs that he. 
vowerth and {weareth the confuſion of them rhat will not be 
reclaimed. Letvsthereforc be wiſc in time, and learne here- 
by to feare the Lord;that we bring not this remeadilefle and 
drcadfull iudgment vpon our owne heads. 
6 Now God as he hath ſworne the geltruttion of the iyic- 
ked,fo hath he alſo ſworne the ſ{aluatio of them that beleeue 
and obey him. The foundation of which faluation he here lai- 
eth with an oath, confirming thereby the prieſthood of Ieſus 
Chriſt, not ſo much co aflure the ſame vnto Chriſt himfſelfe as 
to ſettle invs an aſſurance of comfort to be receiued thereby, 
For God ſecing our weakeneſſe to be ſuch that we haue need 
of all maner of props and ſtates to hold vs vp, would hauc his 
purpoſe of grace and life by Chriſt to-be reſtificd vnto vs not 
onely by lis word and promiſe, but alſo by 11s oath, thar 
whatſocuecr impediments might ſeeme to hinder that which 
we haue belecued through Chriſt, yet nothing ſhould ſhake 
vs from faith and hope, becauſe we hauc to doe with him, 
who being able ro doe whatſacuer he will, will notbe found a 
har m his word,much lefle forſworne and pertured in his oath. 
* God, faith the author of the epiſtle tothe Hebrewes, willing. 
the more abundamly to ſhew wnto the heires of promiſe the ſlable- 
eſſe of bus connſell,bound bimſelfe by an oath that by two immuta- 
ble things wherem it us ie:poſſivle that God ſhould fre, that 1s, his 
promiſe and his oath, we might bane ſtrong conſolation which 
hane onr refuge to hold faſt the hope that # ſet before vs, &c. The 
reaſon then why God ſiveareth vnto vs is that ive ſhould re- 
cciue ſtrength of comfort thereby, reftipg aflurcd thar our 
* hope ſhall newer ſhame vs, and thatthere 1s no more potl1bili- 
ty that it ſhould decelue vs, then it is poltzble for God to for- 
ſycarec hinſelfe, | 
Thus is his kindeneſſc towards thoſe that are his : this is. 
kisfatherly care, to comfort and vpholde vsin the aſſured 
hope and expectation of his mercies. Which mercy of God 


& tewiue ogy 12 £45 condeſcenging to our weakenefle and frailcic, weare 


; es 
ſaiuation, | 


_ toapply tothe ftabliſhing of our faith, and tothe arming -of 


our conſciences againſt al eemprarion of diſtruſtful and per= 


plexed. 


plexed feare, He- ors 6 17 PERF vntovsby his cove- 
nant and promiſe, by writing and ſeale, and as ifall this were 
not enough, he hath adfed his oath alſo, By all theſe meanes 
he hath confirined vnto vs his blefizog, the forgiueneſſe of 
our ſfinnes, the atliſtance of his grace, the proteCtion of his 
hange, the continuance of his loue, and the: blefied hope of 
cucrlaſting life. Whar is it therefore that ſhoulde quaile our 
faith, or diſcomfort the hope that God hath giuen ynto vs? 
Sinne/ is offenſiue and diſpleating vato God; the diuell is 
mightie and ſtrong ; hell pleageth a right, whereby it chalen- 
peth ys tot ſelfe : our conſctences by any merite of our owne - 
cannot pleade che contraric: but neither the offence of inne, 
nor the powerof Satan, nor the pleading of helstitle, nor 
the ſubſcribing of our owne conſciences to the confeſſion 
of our /owne guilt can ſo much preuaile as to bring God to 
the denying of himſelfe,& to the violating of his oath, where- 
by be hath bound himſelfe ro forgiue their finnes, and to 
fave them from hell?and from the: d1uell that doe beleeue 
in him. * If wee beleene not God wpon hs promiſe , ſaith Saint , Hierowy. epi; 
Hierome, yet let v1 at lcaft beleeue bimwhen he ſweereth for onr 41 ruſticom.. 
ſaluation, The oath of God is aſure foundation ; builde th 
{cIfe vpon it and thou ſhalt neuer be remooved. Thus Gog 
comforteth the repentant man, /* eAs [lme ſaith the Lorde, 
deſire nat the death of the wicked, but that the wicked ſhould turne 
from his way and live. It God then hauetouched thy hare with 
erue repentance, why doubteſt thou of thy ſelfe , ſeeing God 
hath not onely ſaide but ſworne thatthy life is the thing that 
hee defireth and delighteth-in © Thus hee comforteth the 
faichfull afflicted joule : © e As [ bane ſrorne that the waters of « Eſa,5 49-10» 
Noah ſnall zo more goe/ oner the earth, ſo heue [ ſworne that Fell 
mot be avgrie with thee vor rebuke thee : For the monntames [hall 
remooue, andihe hilles hall fall downe,but my mercie ſtall not de- 
rt from thee, neither ſhall the conenant of my peace fall awaie, 
ſaith tbe Lord that bath compaſſion ov tbee. Tiusis the comfort: 
that God yeeldeth , not onely to his church in generall, but 
in particularalſo to enery member thereof, that che couc- 
nant of his peace ſhallRande inuwolable with them, that his 
mercie ſhall never faile them ; that hee will neuerceaſe to 
4* loxe. ther, as another prophet jaith , With an enerlailiug erent 3143, 
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— 4: doRtrine of the papiſts, who make the promiſe of God & his 


comfort that oath alcogither idle and of none effect, reaching vs no other 
God offereth Faith or hope to be conceiued chercof, butſuch as [caueth vs 
= v5 by bus hanging berwixt heauen & hel,& more perplexed wich feare 
pn thediuell; then re1oycing in the perſwaſion of the loue of 
of God. A man with them way not be fully perlwaded in lus 
hartthat he hath receiuedthe grace of God or founde fauour 
in his f2bt. Ic is roo much preſumption for amantothinke 
that he 1s beloved of God, or hath obtained the forgiuencſſe 
of his ſinnes. Vhich whar 1s 1t elſe but toſet a man vpon a 
racke, and to waue him and tofſe him to andfro, anguiſhed 
and vexed berwixt doubefull hope and tormenting feare? 
— How farre is this from that reſolution and 1oy of faith where- 
untothe holy Ghoſt inſtructerh vs, which mounting vp a- 

boue the skies, and laying it ſelfe1n the lappe of Ieſus Chriſt, 
contemneth the world,and defieth the power of Satan, and 

walking inthe garden of holie Scriptures, gathereth heere 

| and there the ſwecte flowers of inward peace, and ſolaceth it 
Z E453 felfe with that which it readeth ; * O Lord, thou art my God, I 

2-7 1m.1.12+ 

' edit-wule, Willexalt thee. * Iknowe whom [haue belcened, and 1 am ſure 
< Job.19.25, enongh. I] know that my redeemer linein;, * and though the earth- 
*Cor.5.l. dy beuſeoef thig tabernacle be deftroied, yet | ſhall haue abuilling 
that ts of God, an bouſe not made with bandes, but eternallin hea- 
wen.[n the mcane'time the © Lord 5s on my fide be wil not faile me 
nor forſake mel willnot feare what man can do wntome. ca who 
_Rem.B.35.. or what* ſhal ſeparate vs fro the lone of Chrift © ſhall tribulation, 
or enguiſh,or perſecution,or famine,or vakeanes,or perill, or ſword? 

Nay, | ftande perſwaded that neither death nor life, nor angelr, 

nor principalities , nor powers , nor things preſent , nor thinges to 

come, nor beight,nor deptb, nor any other creature ſhall be able to 

ſeparate vs from the lone of God which ts in Chriſt [oſua our Lord, 
$2.7im.418, * He willdeliver me from enery enillworke, and willpreſerne mee 
wnto bis beaweuly kingdome. Hee hath ſworne vato me, and 
how ſhouldel diſtruit his mercie ? Though the whole worlde 

were againſt me and all that istherein, andthough I knowe 

there be cnough in me for which he may refuſe me, yer I 

know nothing can weaken orimpeach the truth of God, ro 


make him depart from lis oath, and to caſt me awaythat put 
my truſt 1a him. | 


« Hebr.13.5.6. 


\ 


and attonement betwixt God and man; which is perfourmed 
by offering gifts and facrifices in the name of ſatisfaRion for 
ſinne, andfor appeaſing the wrath of God concciued againſt 


finne, To which purpole it ſerueth which we*read to the He-/ 
brewes; * Emery high prieſt is ordeined for men inthings pertei- *Ucb.5.r. 


wing to God that be mayoffer beth gifts and ſacrifices for ſnme.The 


occaſion chen of prieſthood 1s the ſinne of man,who by his dif. 


obedience hath deuided and ftranged humſelfe from God, 
and 1s become the enemy of God. To wake peace berwixc 
God and man, and to bring man againe to God ſomewhat 
mult be yeelded that may ſtand forlue and recopence of the 
offence and treſpaſſe by ian committed againit God. And 


this the heathens theimſclues 1n ſore part conceiued, either 


by light of vaderſtanding, or as it is more likely by tradition 
recetued from the patriarches and fathers; from whoſe faith 
_ and fellowſhip they deuided thewſclues, bur yet retained 
fome ſhadowes and corrupt imitations/of their deuotions, 
which they applied to the ſeruice and worſhip of 1dolls and 
falſe gods of their owne deviſing. Whence it is that Tertullian 
ſpeaketh as of a policy of ſatan co giue countenance vnto ſa- 
criledge/and 1dolatry : * [p{aus guoque res ſacramentorum dini- 


eonnterfeiteth the matters of Gods ſacraments. They had there= 

foretheir prieſts and pricſthoods, their rites and certmonies 
of ſacrifices and offerings whereby to pacikie their angry gods, 
and to win fauour at their hands. Bur thoſe Gods were indeed 

deulls,and thoſe ſacrifices and ceremonies nothing elſe but a 

horrible deprauing and prophaning of the worſhip and ſer- 

uice appointed by God, whereby the deuill was konoured. 
and ſcrucd vnder the name of God. The onely true pietthood 

3s that that is eſtabliſhed by God, and hath his word for the 

warrant of it : all other prieſts with all their deuiſes prouoke 
the wrath of God, but to pacific it they can do nothung. 


zo Now in bim that ſhall be trucly called apricſt to make Three things to 

peace andattonement bertwixt God and vs, there are three % fe pp" Gas 

L tet | ; PTC Gm 44h im that ſhall 
things to bee conſidered; the excellence o! his per on; the, prie5t for 

woorthinelle of his ſacrifice, and the vertue of i115 pralcr 5 11 ,unomens 


any 


office itfelfe that is here confirmed, which is, the office of rea ur 7A 


prieſthood. The office of pricſthond ſerueth for mediation **nderh attone- 
ment /and peace 
betwixt God 


and man, 


9 It followeth now inthe ſecond place to confider of the 7,, 


bTertul.de 


norum in idolorum myſterys emulatur. Inthe mifteries of idolls be ly 
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F betwiztG:d any of which ifthere bee any defect, rhere can nothing bee 
 «nimaz., gqoneauaileable on our behalfe. As touching his perlon he 
muſt be in condition & qualitic far ſuperior ynto other men, 
mecte for his greatnes, puritie and holines to appeere before 
the glorious matcttic of the molt bigh God, The rule of the 
Law ftandeth good in this caſe; Cites perſona non placet, nec 
_ Catera placent : Where the perſon 15 not approoued, nothing elſe 
* Gen.4.4-5- canbe accepted. * The Lord badrefpeft toe Abel firſt,and there- 
fore to bs offrieg.; but he bad noregard to Cain; and therefore 
_toCains offering he had noregard. Whereupon Saint Bernard 
ſairh* Quid mirarss, O Cam,ſi admunera tua nonrefpicit ,quite 
aeſpicit ? Why marucileit thou, Cain,that he hathno reſpett ro thy 
offermgs,ſeeing be deſpiſeth thy ſelfe So 1t 18 1nthis calez he can- 
notbea prieſt to make attonement for others that admirreth 
any exception againſt himſelte. Secondly, asthe perfon of 
the ſacrificer; ſothe woortbineſle ofthe ſacrifice 1s ro bee re- 
earded; that ir be fitto be offered vnto God,and of ſufficient 
rice and value to counteruaile the treſpaſſe for ſatisfattion 
whereofitis performed. For whatſocuer the perſon be, yer if 
he offer got ynto God that-that is woorthy of God , his lacri- 
fice is not adinitted, neither can he thereby purchaſe remil- 
fion and forgiuencſle of finnes. Thirdly on the excellency of 
his perſon,and worthineſle of his ſacrifice dependeth the yer- 
tue and acceptation of his prater. For he cannot by prater pre- 
ſenrthiaſelfe ynto God as an interceſlour and mediatour for 
vs, who bimſelfe ſtandeth ſubicct to chalenge either for the 
vnworthineſſe of his perſon, or forthe baſeneſle of his offe- 
ring.But he that anſwereth both theſe conditions, his praier 
15 of force to obtaine grace and mercy for them tharcommir 
themſelues vnto him. They that teach any pricſthood truely, 
and1n it lelfe effectuall and auaileable for the forgiueneſſe of 
{ianes,in which theſe three conditions are not ſatisfied, rhey 
teach not thetruth of Gol but their owne deuile, and there- 
by deceiue both themſclues and other men. 
T he-prie3tbood 3x There was indeeda prieſthood amongſt the Iewes eſta- 
ef theJewes 2 þ liſhed by God himſelfe , which yer notwithſtanding coulde 
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uaileablein it 
ſe fe is giwe fins notiworke actonement and peace with God, becauſe theſe 


# zeenes of ſous, three conditions were notfoung therein. The perſons that 
miniſtred in that prietthoode were by lawe tied to certaine 
outward obſcruations, and by rites & ceremonies of apparel 
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and diet,of waſhings, and pirifyings, aadannointings, &,, * © 7 
werein ſome ſortſeparated from'other men: but as touching 
inward qualitie, where theeie of Godlooketh, they were 
che ſame that other men; ſinners, weake, ynwoorthie to 
appceere1n the fight of God, andrherefore were bound to 
offer not onely * forthe peoples finnes, but for their owne «x174,7 25) 
alſo. Againe their ſacrifices were not ſuch as might yeelde 

any due fatisfaCtion for finne.For it * was wnpoſſible,as we reade, * Heb.10.4. 
rt the blond of bulles and goats ſhoulde take way finne. A man 

hauing commutted treſpaſle brought his offring to the prieſt, 

He lated his hande ypon the head of the ſacrifice as 1t were 

there to lay his finne, The brute and dumbe creature was ] 
{]aine,as ific had done the tre{paſſe. But what could the bloud 0 
ofa brute beaſt auaileto acquite the conſcience of him that J 
had offended1ngeed ? It wasatcttimonic that he had finned, - 

becauſe inthartname it was (laine, bur purgation of finne 1t 

could yecld none,and the verermoſt that it could doe was but © Heb.g.13. 

* fo ſanttifie as touching the purifying of the fleſh, & to perform an 

outward ſatisfaction to the church. Therefore the prater that 

was grounded vpon theſe ſacrifices could not be effectuall or 

ſtrong enough to entreatand mooue the mateſtie of God. 

And hence it is that the authour to the Hebrewes ſaith, that | 

* that priefthood was diſanulled for the weakenes and vnprofirakle- a 11,15, 
nes thereof: calling it weake and vnprofitable as it 1s conſidered 

meerely init ſclfe without reſpe& vato Teſus Chriſt figured 

& ſhadowed therein. For al the vſc and beneht thereof ttood 

in the reference that it had vnto the prieſthoode heere cſta-. 

bliſhed, which by the oath of God 1s appropriated for eucr_ 

varo Teſus Chriſt, Thos art the prieft.The prieſt tn that prie(t- 

hood was accepted with God as in figure & bearing theper- 

ſon of this prieſt. The ſacrifices there were calied attone- 

ments, 2s implying reſpcRiuely his oblatton and facrifice of 
binſelfe.The prater ofthe priclt there was heard for tac peo- 

ple as vetered in the name ofthis mediatour, and depending I 2 
vpon the interceſſion that he ſhould make. -/ The tuthef »_*. 
12 Thereforeche ſoueraignry of prieſthood belongerh Pro» prieſthood for | 
perly vato che ſonne of Gad, vnto Icſus Chriſt who 1s 10 chat Jorgiaeneſe 
reſpeR called * rhe mediatour of the new teſtament wherein of A m 
God hath promiſed forginencfle of finnes; The excelleney of Teſus Chrift, 


whoſe perlon to that purpoſe the holy pot in ſundry Joo *Heb.g,15, 
: c CTt- 


F ®*Col.1iyg. .deſcribeth; asthat * he i the image of the innifible God; the firſ? 
borne of enery creature; by whom all tbings were created, both in 
heauen and m earth, both viſible things and inuiſible, whether 

| thrones,or dominions,ov principaluies,or powers, &c. And againe, 
> Heb.n.2.3. thathe 1s * theherre of all rhings,that by bimtbe world was made; 
that he &£ the brig htnes of the glory of God, ana the ingraued forme 
* ver/-4+ of his perſon ; bearing vp all things by the power of hus word; © more 
exceilent then the angels, 6c. Thus Saint /ohn allo beginneth 
his goſpel,as arrhe firſt to ſhewrhe greatnes of hitn of whom 
*Joh,t.1, | he writeth, * [nthe beginning was the worde, and the worde was 
" with God,and that wordewas God,efc. eAll things were made by 
*verſ.14. #,&c. Initwas life,circ. © We ſaw the glory thereof as the plorie 
of the onely begotten of the fatber, cc. In this glory the hole 
Scripture ſerteth him foorth yato vs that we may vnderſtand 
that ſeeing he is the ſonne of God there is18 his perſon no 
defe&, bur all ſufficient perfeion for the performance of 
this worke. There was no exception forthe father to take 


againſt che perſon of his onely begotten ſonne, his owne 


image,being the ſame that he himſelfe is, becauſe this were al 
one as totake exception againſt hiniſelfe, If in God there be 


worth enough to make attronement for man, then 1s there 

enough inTeſus Chritt, becauſe Chritt is the ſonne of God. 
Chriſt ourprieff 1 3 Whichfoundatio they greatly ſhake who reſt the prieſt- 
m cis hood and mediation of Chriſt in his humane nature onely, 
- Þ2od but alſo ac. And yeclde nor vnto the godhead any partin this execut1- 
cording toby ON, whereas the whole powerand vercue ofthat that Chriſt 
godbead. in his manhood hath done for vs, ariſech from the godhead ; 
the reſpe& whereof beingſecafide;nothing that be hath done 
can be of ſuÞicient force to worke our peace andto bring vs 
ynto God. And therefore hence doth the ſcripture teach vs 
toeſtecme the force and power of rhe ſufferings of Chriſt, for 
f 44.2028. thatir 1s * God th.u bath purchaſed ws with bis owne bloud, and 
+ 1.Cor-2.%., & rhe Lord of glory that was crucified for ys, not onely by vni- 
ty of perſon,but by aGt of prietthood & mediation, whileſt as 
he is the ſonne of God, he hath given himſelfe 1n bis manhood 
to be -* cruelly entreated for our ſakes. VVhich the holy 
ghoſt very exprelily teacheth vs when he ſaith that Chrift, nor 
onely by the will and worke of his humane nature, but * by 
bis eternall ſpirit offered himſelfe unto God, For if by bus eternall 
ſpirie,chat is, the power of his godhead he offered bimſelfe,how 
| can 


x 


FF 


can it be denied bur tharbyche ſame erernall ſpiritand god- 
head he hath' performed tho workeand office of aprioft. So 
when the Apoſtle faith that * God was in Chriſt reconciling the * +..Cor.5,19. 
world unto bimſelfe he plainely ſhewerththatthe goghead of 
Chriſt was an agent in this reconciliation, and adioyned it 
ſelfe notonely as a partof the perſon, butas a partaker of the 
worke;'to-effe& this attonemene berwixt God and man. 
Therefore Saint Ambroſe faith that heis* ex viroque media- » Ambreſ.in 
tor; 4 mediatour in both reſpeits as he is both God and man.And 1. 7im.cap.2- 
more plainely he ſpeaketh in another place that © Chriſt both © ®Heb.cap.7. 
in his godhead andin bis manhood being a mediatont for eyer be- 
twixt God and man, t alwaies lming tO make interceſſion for vs. "A ue Tom 
So Saint eAwſten likewiſe ſaith thar* Chriſt whole ran dnd God, Ay 
the word, the ſoule and the fleſh one Chriſt © made a mediatonr for © queſt. conf.. 
vs. To be ſhort when the auncient © fathers teach thar Chriſt 116.1 0.cap.q2, 
in that be is the prieſt and mediatour betwixt God-and man, Cr9ſe/}. Theo- 
' 1s and needs muſt be partaker with them both, and ſo both _ Tampeys 
| s Fo 2 fg, ecumen,inn, 
God and man,whatis ic but a mecre contradiftiontoaffirme 7, .,,.. 
that Chrift according to his godhead is not a mediatour? / 
14 Now that the ſonne of God our mediarour and prieſt Chri/# bimſelfe 
m1oht have a meete ſacrifice toofferin ourbehalte, he rooke ** np Git” 
vnto him our body and fleſh and demeaned himſelfe to the —_ 
condition cfour nature, which alrhough1o it ſelfe it be but of 2 
ſmall price to offer ynts God, yet being ioyned into one per- 
ſon with the ſonne of God, becommerh thereby of infinite 
woorth, becauſe it 1s the body of the fonne of God. For we 
cannot doubt bur that the body of the ſonne of God, the ſut- 
fcrings and dearth of the fonne of God are a ſufhcient expiath 
on & redemptiori ofthe fins of men, As therefore againſt che 
prieft, ſo againſt the ſacrifice there is no exception, becauſe 
the prieſt himſelfeisalſo the ſacrifice. Forit is otherwiſe here 
the 1nthe former prieſthood of Aaroy,bicaule there the priett 
was one thing and the ſacrifice another ; 'burherethe prieſt _ 
and ſacrifice ire both'one,) whileſt Chriſt hinſelfe the loo of = 


F o 


God * gineth bimſelfe for vs, &*offeretb vp bimſelfe,o* putteth f714,2,14, 
away our ſms by the ſacrifice of himſelfe. Seing therfore both the 8 Heb.7.27. 8 

prieſt & the ſacrifice are of (0 infinit worth & value,the pratcr , ws 0,926, 7 
of mediation which this prieſt yttererh by vertae ofthe ſacrt- gh yer err rs 
ficewhich he hath offered, cannor burbe inthe higheſt de- 11.1, 1; ,w 
gree acceptable to the Lord, and make them accepted alſo worth. = 
| | I 2 | whom 


whom there y he commendeth to the Lord. Such was the © 
pfatec that [clus Chriſt powred foorth ynto his father immc- 
diately before bis paſſion, beholding now in ſpiritthe accep- 
tation of the ſacrifice which he was about to offcr,and by ver- 
tue thereofentreating and making interceſſion for them for 
* 7, 17.24. Whom he offered; nor onely his Apoſtles,but all that * zhe fa- 
d verſa20. ther had ginen unto bim,and” by their word ſhould beleene in bin. 
Who afterward hauing finiſhed all things which he had to dp 
and toſufferforvs here on carth,aſcended into heauen,there 
© Heb.9.24. thencefoorth to doe the ofhee ofa prieſt * by appeering in the 
Clrift aſcended Lo ig bt of Godfe Satacs Re om | | 
into beauen (0 15 For he hath notby his aſcending into heauen put of the 
continuetha Care of lus redeemed,or left them to themmſclues,bur eucn yer 
prieſt forvs he (itterhatthe righthang of God roplead our cauſe, and to 
«n2 forever. be ourmediatour, that by his interceſſion our inacsmay be 
forgiuen vs; the loue and fauour of God way be yeelded vn- 
ro v$,and our praicrs may be gracious and acceptable in bis. 
hghrt. - And whar 1s his verie fitting at the right hande of God 
in that fleſh wherein he hath pertormed the ſatisfaCtion and 
attonement for our ſinnes, buta continuall remembring the 
Lord of that that in the ſame fleſh he hath done for ys, rhere- 
by as it were with ſtrong and mightie voice crauing for vs 
miercie and grace, and the dcfence of Gods blefied hande to 
preſerue & keepe vs yntill he bring ys vato that inheritance 
whereunto he hath redeemed vs. And this continuall inter- 
celi10n for vsrhe prophet heere noterh , in tbat he ſaith, that 
heis appointed to be a prie#t for ever. For whereas in the for- 
mer teſtament the prieſts:could not corinue *by rhe reaſon of 
death, thu man, becauſe hee endureth ener, hath. an eucrlafting 
pricithaod, There is one died, another came in place,and by 
ſuccetiion of prieltswasthe continuance of thar prieſthood 2 
but this pricſt neederh no ſucceſſour, becauſe although hee 
once «ied, yet being raiſed againe from the dead, hee. liveth 
for cacr, andiseucr preſent, with God by himſclfe co doe the 
office that hee hath taken ypon him to make interceſſion 
for vs. ON - 
c ets pri? 16 Andthiscternitic of prieſthood is againe implied inthat 
x narvs DG that he addeth that Chrilt is a prieſt after the order of CMel- 
< cviſedec. Of which fully to ſpeake would require along gif 
wh * courſe,but I wil briefly knit yp that which is moſt neegful ro 
i. Dos MEE ra bo 


* Heb.7.23.24 


ders of prieſthood, & only two, the one * the order of Aaron, prieflbeed 
the other as heere we reade , the order of CHelebiſedee. The Heb,7.114 
order of eAares, togither with the cartbly tabernacle was 
but * a figure for that time, whereby were offered gifts & ſacrifices b11br.g.9.10., 
that could not make holy concerning the. conſcience bim that did | 
the ſernice , which anely ſtoode in meates and drinkes , anddiners 
waſhings and carnall rites, © which made nathing perfetft, but ſer- 
wed onely for an imrodution taabetter bope, and to *ſchoole men 
wnio Chrift, Which hazing but the © ſhadowe of gaodihings to 
come, when for the time it had: ſerued-the-vſe whereunto it 
was appointed, and now the truth and ſubſlance was renca- 
led in Jeſus Chriit, ceaſed veterly and became of none effect, 
acd profited thetn nothing at all that were exerciſed therein. 
There remaineth therefore thencefoorth no other prieſthood 
ſaue onely the order of Mezchiſedech,the title whereof reſterh 
oncly and entirely in leſus Chriſt. 


Heb,7,19,' 
*Gal.3.24. 
© Heb.10.1« 


17 Forthe application of which figure of Melchiſedee if we 6s v4 


will goeſately we mult gread no other ſteps bur thoſe which 5 0999 
| owit tobe 

the holy gholt hath marke9 our vato vs; as for mens preſuin- applied. 
tions we cannot ſafcly build vpon them, neitheris their word 

any warrant to iuſtihe vnto vs their owne conceipts. Vhar 

there isinthe ſtory of elchiſedee ro be applied. ynto Iefas 

Chriſt the holy ghoſt intheſcucuth to the Hebrews proſecu- 

teth arlarge,/ And firit in his name and ticles we may ſee the 

whole myiteric of Chriſt briefely compriſed. For TIcſus Chriſt 

1s inJeedthe truc Melchiſederythatis by interpretation * S"g of * Heb.7.2, 
righteoufneſſe, not onely tor that heis righteous himſeltfe, bur 

becauſc he is as the prophetcalleth him.* rhe Lord omrrighte- 8 1ev.14.6, 
ouſneſſe,wbo * when be knew no [inns was made ſine for vs, that * 2.Cor.5.21, 
we might be made the righteouſueſſe of Godinhim : whoſe peo- , | 
ple arc called ' rrees of righteoufneſſe, the plagting of the Lara, Eſa.61.3. 
bringing foorth the * fruwes of righteouſueſſe to the glory and *Pbil.1.11. 
praiſe 'of God,He 1s allo” eng of Salem,that i fing of peace,acccr- ' Htb.7-2. 
dingly as the prophet alſo tearmerh him” the prince of peace, , _ [4.9.6 
becauſe be 1s the procurer and 'mainteinerof our peace; ar , A. 
whole birth the angells ſound our. * peace vpon earth; who go- 

ing to bis death bequeathed vnto hisa legacy of peace; "peace , 75, 
Tleauewith you : my peace [give unto you: wheſe? Os Was r Eph.2.17. 


peace both to far andneere : *bywhomihefatier hatbreconciled *Col,1-20, 
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Se things to bimſelfe,and ſet at prare both the thigs in heanen ayd 


the things in earth by the blond of bis croſſe.Sothat vnder the re- 
« Fþb.2.14, giment ofchis king we may boldly ſay; * Hes our peace; ® be- 
b Rem.5.l. ing inflified by faith we haue peace towards God through Ieſs 
| Chriſt our Lord.Furchermore as Helchiſedec, loTeſus Chriſt is 
the prieſt of the moſt bigbeſt God. Ang this 6n the one partthe 
holy ghoſt mentioneth indefinitely that elchiſeder was the 
prieſt of the moſt high God, but what wasthe ceremonie of his 
priefthood,or wharfacrifice he offered,he expreſſethnot,and 
therefore for vs to determine any thing thereof is bat raſh- 
neſle,neither may we ſtraine the compariſon further then the 

word of God giueth'vs way and warrant ſoto do. 
The papifts 18 The papiſtstake vpon them co reſolue our of the ſtorie 
falſly reſolve of CMoſes what the ſacritice of Melchiſedec was, and by a cor- 
of the ſacri- ruptandfalſe tranilation anouch thar * hee offered bread and 
r/o wine, which they ſay was a figure of their mafle , and woulde 
. «+ Gen1418., CEhereby proouc that in their maſſe isaverie reall and aftuall 
£ ſacrifice done ofthe veric body and bloud of Teſus Chritt, ſer- 
ung to purchaſe forgiueneſſe of finnes both for quicke and 
dead. Bur the premifſesareto ſhorcto inferrea concluſion ſo 
large, and it is no argument to ſay, Melcbiſedec offered bread 
and wine, therefore Chriſt hath appointed vs to offer a ſacri- 
fice of bis very body and bloud inthe hkenefle and forme of 
bread and wine. For to yecld rhemtheir owne tran(lation, 
 whargaine they thereby if wee ſay that Mel brſedee offered 
theſe things ro Abraham by way of curteſie, not to God by 
way of myſterie. And heereunto in partS. eAmbreſe leaderh 
« Ambroſe de 'vs, ſaying that © e Abraham came from the fight a conqueroar, 
ſacram 1.4.3. and Melchiſedec the prieft mette him,and offered unto him bread 
and wine. To offer bread ahy wine to Abrabam,was no matter 
of ſacrificevnto God. Bur indeed thetranſlation isfalſe, and 
their colletion woorſe , neither is the Hebrew worde ane 
where 1n the Scriptures founde to fignificthe offering of a ſa- 
* Mieron.in Crifice. Thetrue reading is, Melchiſedec brought foorthbread 
queſt. Hebra- andwine, Andſo*® Saint Jerome tranllateth ; and giueth the 
ics in Genefem, reaſon of bringing foorch bread and wine,namely, for the re- 
e: epiit. al freſhing both of Abraham himſelfe and alſo of his men of warre, 
_ambreſcin So ſaith” © Saint. Ambroſe allo in the very'ſamewordes, So 
_ epi, ade, Other ofthe fathers reade the wordes, and the verie eundent 
_ truth thereof made Pagrine and Arias Hfontanue to trantl "= 
bk. | the 
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deuoted yntothe Church of Rome : yea, they vary heere- 
in fromthe vulgar Latine tranſlation, which by the Councell 


of Trent they baue decreed to be onely authencicall and of 


authornie in the Church. It appeereth therefore that this 
place yeeldeth little. heJpe or life to their ſacrifice of the 
maſſe, and iweake is that building thathathno betrer a foun- 


dation to reſt vpon. And ſurely woonder it were that the 


Apoſtle to the Hebrewes profeſling to drawe thearforward p 
from the * firt principles of Chriſtian dorine tothe perfedi- * H*%.6.r. 

_ onthereof, & tothar purpoſe treating preciſely ofthe prieſt- 

| hood of Melchiſedec , and applying the ſame vnto Chriſt, 

ſhoulde omit this matter offacrifice, if there wereany mat- 

ter 1n1t, and not ſo much as intimate any thing thereof, 

which the papiſts woulde make ys belecue 15 the chiefeſt and 

moſt important matrer of all other. But thefilence of the 

holie Ghoſt condemneth their ſentence of wilfalnefle and 


preſuimprion. 


19 Neither arethey any whit benefited by that which the 
auncient fathers haue ſpoken of this matter, who from this 


ſtory of Melchrſedec gathered indeed anallufion vntorthe fa- 


T he fathers 


make Meichi= 
ſedecs bread 


| | and winean 
craiment of the Lords ſupper, but to no other purpoſe ſaue ,n,font the 


onely to ſhew that CMelchiſedec bringing foorth bread and Lords ſupper, 
wine did betoken that Chriſt ſhould inſtitute aſacrament ia **t n9proofe 


bread & wine for a ſigne and remembrance of his body and chi < 
bloud. This Saint Hrerom declareth when handling Chriftes »,7,,,0p.m- 
inſtitution of the ſacrament he ſaith * Chriſt rakerh bread and Mat.cap. 6. 


oeth to.the true ſacrament of the paſſeoutr that as Melchiſeaee 
the prieſt of the high Godin prefigurmg of him offering bread and 
wine had done,ſo he bimſelfe alſo might repreſent the trueth of 11s 
body and bloud. No more did they conceiuedone either before 


by Melcbiſedec or afterward by. Chriſt, but onely by bread 
and wine to repreſent the yeritic andtrurth of his body and 


bloud; Bur of the turning of the bread and wine into 


yerie body and bloud of Chrift, and offering the ſame 


the 


really and ſubſtantially in ſacrifice vnto GOD, neither 
did ©MHelchiſedee prefigure any thing, nenher have they 
affirmed any thing, neither docth the Scripture teach vs 
any thing that wee ſhoulde belecue the ſame. To bee 


ſhort let vs not bee wiſe beyond that that God hath tau 


phe 
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. vs: letit ſuffice vsforthis point 'to' beleene' that Melehiſedec 
. king of Salem was alſo the prieſt of the moſt high God and 
ſo both king and prieft, and therein aboue all other a molt 
lively figure of Ieſus Chriſt. If we go further we goin the dark, 
and it is not likely that we ſhould keepe the way. | 
20 Tris further to be added that as Melchiſedec to Abras 
* Mat. 5.3. bam, lo Chriſt to b1s hath pronounced * bleſting,and * in him 
Luc, 6.20. &c. God the father hath bleſſed vs with all ſpirituall bleſſings m heauen- 
_ Epb.1.3- ly things. As Abraham paicd tithes of all ro Melchifedee the 
prieſt, ſoive muſt pay and yeeld all to the high prieſt of our 
Melcbiſedes profeſſion Teſusthe fonne of God. Aelchiſedye 15 defcribed 
and Chrizt bow y;chout father without mother ,vithout beginning of daies or end of 
pa ah life : which 1s not ſimply to be vnaderſtood, but according to 
ther, withus Ehatmaner asthe ſcripture ſetteth him foorth voto vs, which 
mother,&xc, ſodainly bringeth him 1n as the prieſt of the high God mee- 
ting Abraham and bleſling him, and neither betore nor after 
mentioneth him any more,asifhe were a man ſodainly come 
from heauen,and ſodainely returned thither againe, and not 
ro be coynted in the genealegie of the fathers. Forif we vn- 
derſtand'it fimplie and barelyas icſfoundeth, we cannot fit it 
vnto Ieſus Chriſt, who 1s not aitogither without father or m0- 
ther,&rc. but, as ſaith Saint /erome, * all Eccleſcafticall writers 
hane ſaied , that be t ſaiedtobee without fatber according to hus 
manhbood , without mother and kinred according to his godhead, 
and therein alſo without beginning of daics or cad of life. 
Therefore. as Melcbiſedec for any thing we reade, ſo Chriſt 
verily and indeed continueth a prieſt for cuer, ſeeing he cuer 
linerh as was before ſaide,to make intercell1on for vs. 
Thehozour of 21 Nowe of all that hath beene ſpoken this 1s theſumme, 
priefthood pro- that the honour of prieſthood for propitiation and attone- 
per vnto 11/49 ment for finne belongeth onely vntoTeſus Chrift; that hee 
", alone 1t1s who for the greatneſſe of his perſon, and for the 
woorthinefle of his facrifice, and for the power of his inter- 
celſ10n isſufficientto be our megiatourvnto God : that hee 
onely anſivereth that that was figured in Melcbiſedec, being 
forvs botha king and aprieſt, in whom we baue righteoul- 


© Hierony. in 
P/al.110, 


T he ſufficiencie 
ef the prie;7- wh: 
bord of Chris NeSand peace and blifle z who never ceaſeth to ftande and. 


# the condem- pleade for vs before the throne of God; Secing then hee 
RT, the gs thus alſufficient in huwſelfe, and abidetheuer with God to 
"Y" or fr*- performe in our bchalfe the office of a prieſt, wee learne 

| heereby 4 
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eto 


ſphe- 


that he hath performed for vs: Ofwhomit may be demaun- _ wn, 

ded by.what. order-it is that they take ypon them to bee, vie 
6 | : | - priesthood of 

prieſts, and to offerſacrifice for forgiuencſle of finnes, The order ap- 


LI 4 3 


tobe aprieſtafrerthe 267 er of Melchiſedec is robe both king 
and prieſt 5 andtobea pricit *;continuing for ever - pitbout fa> « yeh, 1.;. 
ther without mather,& os. Bur theſe thingscannot beapplicd 7 
to. popiſh prieſts. Therefore prieſts according ro the order 

of Meloviſedee they eaunor be; Ifneicher.according to eAa- 

ron, nor according to Helfbiſeder , then their prieſthood is 

not of: God z: hue they: are prieſts pf their owne waking, and 

therefore hatefpllyaro God, 11 1 1 7 

22 Andſomuchthe rather , for that by this their vſurped 74, pobifh 
Ppriefthoed they, vilifie and diſgrace the,,priefthood: which prief7hood im- 
God by his oath hath eſtabliſhed for caerin Ieſus Chrift. For peacherh end 
what doe they: bue mainely.deeraRt from the excellencic, of ©” _ the, 
his perſoo-when+ia offering ſacrifice for ſnnethey match & bh wn » of 
mace with him every,varlet and peſauatto whomirpleaſceh 

any Romiſh: biſhopto gine impoſition of hands, /and/ wake 
thear pricites to appeere before God, and to make artone- 
ment tor fone; whom men; woulde ſcant thinke woortlie , My 
cnovgbforthe wiping ofcheir ſhooes,orthe Keeping of cheir YR <6 EY 
ſwipe ©Theſacrifice of hiscrofle & that * once. offerivg of bim- 10.10, 
ſelfe, which 0nely and without any ſccondoffering rhe ſcrip= 12.14. 
cure: commendecrh,vtiro ys; teaching vs rhar thereby we © are *Hc0.10,19.14 
ſantiified a+d perfited vuto God, ſothat wee hauc no ncede of) 
any further offering, whatdoe they but diſgrace as vnſuffict- 
ent when'they make a necellitic of offring ua vp in ſacrifice - + 
curry dy aapurahaig ſera} forgiacnene of hanes boxh Fo, 
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quicke'and.dend - and whentheholy:Ghott molt exprefely = 

*Heb,9.24.25. Piet {a pipes meeny gs the firbr of Gt 
| for vs , not that bee ſhoulde offer bimfelft ofren; Joe yer not- 
withſtanging teach-:ithat being iqheauen he often and every 
bahem.Teſta, day * Cconeurreth with thew priefts 'as the Rhemiſtsſpeake, to 
 amoHeb.7. Offer vp himſelfe7 His intered{ſion they bavemadein a man- 
23+ yer fruſtrate and vyoide by*parting in his place other inter- 
ceſſours and mediartours by whome-rhey hane perſwaded 
themſclues ro haue more ready accelfe vnto God, cuen as 
wany. as there are ſaints to be found in heaven : as if Chriſt 
were either vawflling or ynable ro procure themfauour with 
God; or-were aflcepe and had forgatten eicher the office 
committed vnto him, orthis promiſe whereby as before was 
noted he hathafſured vs mrhis fort : © Fbarſorner ye acke the 
father in my name, I'will doe is, that the father may be glorifiedin 
the forme:teaching vs ta vitno other bur onely his owne name 
becauſe God 1n this behaIfe hart choſen robe 'plorified nei- 
therin Peter nor Pan[norin thievirgin ary but onely infis 
fonne. To diſcourſe theſe/points at large would be too long 
and tedious, botthus in a word they rob Chrittfo much as in 
them lieth of that honour which God the father by an irre- 
uocable oath harh confirmed vnty him,and make the wort of 
God of none cffeR by communicating that'to other which 
the farher hath vowed ſhalbe proper vnro him alone. And 
horrible is che iniquitic and villanie rharfrom twme-ro time 
they have committed vnder the pretence ofthis prieſthood, 
£3, Pet.2-143. enen * denying the Lord that hath bowy hr them and throng b co- 
wetoufreſſe with fatnel words buying ind: ſelling and nmukng mer- 

* Renel. 18,13, Chandiſe of the * ſoules of men; and whileſtivhey fed chem with 

£ an opinion of forgineneſſc of ſinnesby their priefthood and 
ſacrifice, bereauing them of forginenefle of naes which they 

ſhould have found indeedeiin the bload of Icſus Chriſt, Let 

vs not be partikers of their error;butrefuſing all other prieft- 

| hood and mediarion ler vs cleaue'vittothar vhely-which God 
ffeb.1.3, harh ordeined inthe perſon of fefus Chrilt He hath * by bim- 

ſelfe purged on ſames and perfeAly fulfilled the worke of re- 

concihation which was coinmieted yo him of the father he 

The comfort "needethno afliſtanrs or helpers inthis behalte; 

ng wg receie' 23 . Butof allthis a fingularcomfortis miniſtred vnto vs. 
= <a pit Forſcing wehave ſuch an. bigh'prieft, ſo glorious and Brea: im 
Wd | PLLACD 3 
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"RP perſonz fo Cuff 


uen, ſo ncere _ God, the very ſonne of God, 6; good 


thing is there that we may Hothbpeforat the hands of God / 


by his meancs? Haw ſhould we doubebuetbatGodisalwaies 
ready toyeelde ysfauour and grace conn af to him inhis 
nawe? How may we comfort que Clues in affliftion and di- 
ſtreſſe lifring vp our eics to heauenand ſaying, He ſitterhin 


my behalfe atthe right hand of God who is irable to doe all / 


chingsfor me. His cies are alwates yer mogins care isalwaics 
forme : his mouth is reverſhurfrom folicitingand pleading 
my cauſe with God thefather. There As :ſagrieuous 
in my ſinnes but his bloud isableto acquitir: nothing ſo high 

in the gifts of Gad but his 1aterceſ{ionisable ro _ 

it, He hathtakenmeto be his;be wil nor ſuffer me 

to periſh bue willpreferue and keepeme 
-orcuer, Godthe father grave 
viſe ve. 


(RP FARDI WACO 
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7 MHeſballdrinke of the brooke in theway: thereforeſhall 
he lift wp his head. LO natao 


1 Heſe verſes ſerye for declaration of that that 
| we read in che tr verſe, Forhcere is ſheiy ed 
581 bowe Icſus Chritt ſer vp in the maicſtie of 
| his kingJome exerciferh-his power for the 
; L confuſfion: of them-rhat refuſe him for rheir 
= king, anddenie to ſtoope vnto his ſcepter, 
vntill chat be performed which is there promiſed that all his 
enimics ſhall bee made his footeſtoole, This is the generall 
drift of theſe wordes ; but more particularly we may obſerue 
#hat points we heere ſet foorth concerning Ieſus Chrilt rhe ſeveritie of bes 
are toobſeruein ypparh. the extent of bis gowernment : his authoritie of indgewent: 
24a lai? tbe proſecution of bis vittorie: and"afer all accowplik ed bis 
; triumph andglery. Of allwhich I'will ſpeake asthe courſe of 

the wordes chemſelues doth.gize vecation.,...  -. .; 
2 Astouching the firſt,the propher in the fife verſe turning 
his ſpeech to God the father ſpeaketh torhis efteſt : O Lord, 
 heto whom thou faiedſt, fit thow 0» my right band,e5c. after 
thatthou ſhalt hane exalted him to that fulneſſe of maicſtie 
and power, ſhall in the day that he ſhall appoint for the exe- 
cution of his wrath, ſtrike through and wound with a mortall 
wound not onely the yiler and baler fortand as it were the 
common ſouldiers, but enen the captaines themſelues, yea 
the very kings & porentates of the world whoſocuer theybe 
Adobe eng f Dat ſhall oppoſe themſelues againſt lum, G&refyle to yeeld 
Chrifts ering Their neckestothe bearing of this yoke, Where at the firſt 
| atctheriehh fightthere isgiuenvs occaſion toconfidera double cnde of 
 @GandofGod. Chriſts ſitting atthe right hand of God, The one Mem th 


aſſurance of hope, andthe doQrine thereot1s proper to them 
that belceue in Teſus Chriſt, and incline their cares to his 
words,andapplyctheir feete towalke in his waies, to whomis 
cannot but yeelde great matter of confidence towards God 
to berchinke thewſcluesthart chey haue ſuch an highprieſtand 
mediatour:as fitteth at the right hand of God in fo great ac- 
ceptation with God; in the height ofthe glory of God; in all 
ſouerainty of power and dominion ouer all creatures bothin 
heauen and earth, Why ſhould I doubt but thatwy praters 
are heard of God, when herthtar fitceth ar:the righe hand of 
God ts there alwatesrcady tontreare for me © Why ſhould 
I feare leaſt wy finnes condemne me, when he thar Grtethar 
theright band of God-/is ready to pleade his fatisfaGtion for 

my {inaes © VWhar can the deuill do againſt me when he figh- 

tcth for me that ſittech art the right hand of God He is iny 

redemption and life that (itteth at the right hand of Godand 

therefore how ſhall death or hell be able rodoe me hare *7 

Who will accuſe me,when as he hath acquirted me ? who will 

condemne me ſecing he hath ſealed a pardon for me © To be 

ſhort,ic is riches in pouerrie, health 19 fickneſfſe, ioy in ſorow, 

fatety in danger, life in death fairbfully toremember and har- 
tely to imbraceleſus Chriſt ſitting at theright hand of God 

the father. Bleſſed is the man whoſe hartIeſus Chriſt poſſeſ- 

ſerh by this faith:bur he that accepreth not of this great grace 

by faith and obedience of the goſpel, vnhappy is he andthriſe 

vabappy howſocuer according ro the courſe and condition of 

this world he feeme to be moſt happy. 


- 


3 ForChritt as to his that recetue and loue bim be is grati- chrips geting - 


ous and louely, and ficteth at che right hand of God for theis at he righe 


defence andſafety, ſotothem that vnthankefully refuſe him * 
or rebellioutlyfightagainfthimgjs full ofterrour ani} feare, fall 


and of God 


full of terrour 
rg EE to rebellinws 
of wrathand rigour, and fitreth at the right hand of God to ,,,,,,,,,4. 


bercucngedotthem, wounding and killing and not ſparing ful mer. 


eucnthe very kingsand monarches of the world thatare-not 
reconciled vnto him. He is noronely-alambe toſauc, but alſo 
alionto deſtroy. He hath not onely aſcepter rogoucrne, but 


alſo a ſword to kill.. * Be wiſe now therefore, ſaith Dauid, O ye * P/al.2.10, 
kings, wnderſtand.ye that are indges of tbe earth : Kiſſe the mT 
Ws | wY 


the ſaluation ofbisfaitbfull people : the otherthe deſtruRion. Pa. 
ofrebells and enemies. Theone Perot 194s comfort and 
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do woe aTEM 


they thattraff re hum bur woe ro-theh that have defpiſcitbun, 

» Mit. 2.12, * He bath his fanve is bis. band, farch John Baptiſt: ret be will 
purge or make clenne his floare, and, atber bis nbeate into bis Far- 

ner but the chaffe be will barne with-unguenchable fire. And who 

are this chafteburtthe wickedand we 01 but finacrsand 
vabelecucrs and hypocrites who to the field: of this world, 

andinthe flaore of the church hue and-grow-tegither with 

the gaad corve, with thefaitbfull and wit; ſecurely Battering 
themſelves for that they hanc place to grow in the Lorges 

vineyard, whereas inthe meane time to Godeward they are 
-vnprofitable and gaod for nothing; bringing foorth no good 

fruxe; heing void of faithand a good confcrence; yeelding 

no true deuotion,no ſound obedzence vnto Teſus Chrift, when 
notwithltanding they honeſt and grace themſelues withthe 

profefiion of his nacne. Vnto them Chritt ſhall adiudge a por- 

tion inthe firethatneuer ſhalbe quenched. He ſhall fay ar the 

* Mat. 25.34. laſt day aort onely, * Come ye bleſſed, inberite the kingdawe, but 
41: alſo, Goyecnrſed miaeuerlaſting fire. * The Lord leſms,ſarth ſaint 

he TbefeseÞh Paul. hal ſhew bimſelfe from heanen with bis mightie eAngells in 
flamuwng fire torender vengeance vutatbem that know not God, and 

that obey not unto the gofpell of our Lord leſws Chriſt: mhich ſpalbe 

puniſhed with enerleſting perdition from the preſence of the Lord 

and fram the glory of bu power. 

- 4 Letvsremember theſe things that wee decciue not our 

{clues in that which wee pretend of our gloryting and reioy= 

cing in Teſus Chrift ; with great ſolemnitic wee celebrate his 

natiuitic and birth; wee keepe holy daies- we feaſt 1t with 

 Gdaintic fare; wee braue it with our beft attire; we forbearc 

our ordinarie lahours; and all asin the honour of Iefus Chritt. 
But if we deſpiſc bis Goſpell , and tread his worde vnder our 
feete; if wee caſt his commaundements behimde our backes 
and refuſc tobe guided by his direRtian ; if vader pretence of 
keeping holiday to theLord we ſeeke our awae: will, and 
folow our owne carnallandcorrupt defires, and regard no 
more 1nour harts but wich the Ifraclttes to * fir done to:eate 
and to drinks and torife wp topliy, whatis there m that that we 
. do, but that which God elſewhere reproeuc9 in them: * Tbs 
* people drawe neere vnto me with their lippes ,. and bovonr me with 
their montbes , but their hart is farre from me? Men deceme 

DR themſclues 


4 Exod.z1.6. 
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they fancic Iefus Chnit ro beſo! mercifulla Saviour, as tha. 
ynder hit they may doe ten Breen ug as they 
lit, ignorant,carclefſe confeiencelefie, favouring of nothing 
bur ofthe fleſh and ofthe worlde,and yer in theemle be no- 
thing bandered from comming vnto him. And this is the 
common crrour of inany that haewnder the nameof Chriſti- 
ans, They 


v 2s 
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Ieſus to rule and gouectne therm. Thus they 'Jinide Teſus *** 2//o the 
Chrift, and where rhey lift they accept of hi ; and orher- ou — 
where reie&t.him, Bur Chriſt is not digided, neither will he ,1,1,,0 
beIcfus tofaue where he 1s not Lord to rule, If wee will re- 
cctue him, we muftreceiue himentier and whole * the Lorde *2.Per.2.20; 
and ſaxiour leſus Chrift. If we detie vato him thatſubieRion 
& dutifall obedience whereby we ſhould approoucthac we 
take inmforourLord, he fhallbevato vsa Lorde indeed,and- 
notafaguwur ; we ſhall feele his power,and notfinde his mere 
ce ; lis ſword ſhall ouerrule vs that would not be content to 
be ruled by bsword. We rememberchefebrenceof Chritt, 
d Thoſe ive emimnies chat wanldwot tune me to raigne oner them, » Luc.1937. 
briug them hither and flare rhem before me.” Let vs aſſure oor 
ſelars if we yeelde nor vn Chrit bis Kinpdome coraigne. 1 
ouer ys, he takerh vs for hisenimies,and howſocuer we now 
call lum © re limbe of God that taketh away the ſinnes of the -*1h;1,29- 
world,yert atthat ; ms; of his-appecring,the conſcrence of - = 
ourvufaichfulneſſe ava! rebeHion ſhall makevs to * (abt 4 Renel.6Q16, 
the mountamnre andrithss fell wponro;and texertsfromibe fight - 
of bum that ſiteeth vpn the throne, mal from the wratb'of the 
Lambe.'T otins purpoſe Chriſt hath forewarned vs, © Mane «344.24, 
ſuallfay wnto me wn that day, Lord, Loyd hawe we not prophecied mn 
tbyname,and in thy name caſt ont dinets avilim thy name done ma-. 
wy Ptiracter: and ther 1 willprofe ſe vnrd them: farely [neuer knew 
you: way from me yee workers of iniquitie. And agnne, "bes ,, faÞ 
the govaman of the houſe 1 riſen vp and hath pat tothe doorer, and 
yee ſhall begin to ſtanide without andto knocks ſaying, Lord, Lord, 
open vnto vs, and he ſhall anſwere and ſay ,” Thnow yee met whence 
yer arethan ſbal yee beginie 19 ſay, Lord webave entenanddrunk. : 
» thy preſence and ibou beſt tang btn our ffreeter; be ſhall ſay 
onto yon ! know you not whence yer are; depavt from mt yee wor- 


here 


call himtheir Lorde Teſus, but live as if they ac- clry8 wt ant 
knowledged him onely Tefus to faucrhetn z/ and notthe Lord cn td ſave v;, - 
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reouſnes hath no place for vs to dwell with.htm..! - +1 


Farthly digni-5 Furthermore it is expreſſed that this wratb of Chriſt is 
ties are noex= extended vnto kings and princes that wee may vnderftand 


emptions from that wich God there is no reſpeRof perſons, and that our 
the ſernice of 


Chriſ?,nor de- CAL thly prerogatiues, whereby wee {eeme ſofarre to excell 


fece azainf# Others, are no diſpenſations or charters of libertie , that lefle 
hi wrath, gdutie ſhould be required of vs, then of choſe that are infert- 
ours ynto vs. Eartbly ſtate ſwelleth and puffetb vp: the 
mindes of men ; and intheir pride they thinke ſcorne to be 
tiedtoany rules forthe ordering of their life. They holde it a 
wronge vntothem to bane dutie vrged vponithemas vpon 
other men,and it muſt not be expected ofchemro ſerue Iclus 
Chriſt, farther then their leiſure and bking will giue them 
leave. Buttherefore as I haue ſaied, the prophet beere na- 
meth kings as ſubiet to the wrath of Chriſt,that no height of 
men may perſwade them: that they haue any priufledge 
whereby they are exciypted from ſeraing the Lord, but ra- 
ther that the higheſt arc moſt in fight, aud ſpecially marked 
of God, and in the contempt of Chrilt,are ſubicFro ſo much 


thegreater wrath;by how much the more itcocerneth them, 
Nor onely them(ſclues to be religious and;dutifull ynto himy 
but alſo both by their authoratic,,, and; by their example to 
forward thoſe that line vnder thear ro doe honour vato: his 
Kings perſecu." 6 , But yetthe prophet heere ſpecially intendeth thoſe pos 
ting the church tentates'& kingscbar profefiesly oppoſe themſclues againſt 


iP þ 


are ſubietto Chriſt and his Goſpell, according to thatthat heſpeakethin 
the wrath of 


Chrifs.and ſhy 329tber Plalme: * The kings of the earth ſtand vp,and the rulers 
do no more ebep 14ke connſell togitber againit the Lord & againſt his annointed, 
be ſeeth goed, Which is applicd-by Saint Peter in the fourth of the Als : 
wi rank > Po Apainftibine onely ſonne leſus wham thou ha auniinted both 

CAct.4-27* Herode and Ponutira Pilate withthe Genttles and people of Iſrael 
bane gathered themſelues together, and is furtheralſdrobe ap- 
plicd toall other tyrants and perſccutours of the church.Now 
hereby the holy ghoſt would ſtrengthen our mindes againſt 
the terrour and fecarc of the princes and greatmen of this 
world that wee may not be oucrmuchtroabled. or diſmaicd 
when ive ſec them banding and beading themſelucs againſt 


thechurch of Chriſt,,naſmuch as we know,that be they never 
IT Oy | EE ia 


- 


OO bersof eniquitie. If we be workers ofeniquitie, theEord ofrigh- 


ſo 
right hand of Godz fo that howſocuer they fume and rage, 
and by their power ſceme to threaten ruine to heauen it ſelfe, 
yetthey can doe nothing butastpleaſeth Chriſtto yſe them 
to ſerue histurne, as who hath it in b1s band to deſtroy them 
athis owne will, And therefore the maieſty and power of [e-,,, , . ,.., 
ſus Chriit ſhould much more affe and moue vs, then all the c;,,57 guide 
powerandgreatneſle of carthly princes; and the feare of him more affed? vs 
ſhould be ſtronger to contcine and hold vs within the bounds thenthepower 
ofduety andfaithtullnefſe towards bim, then the feare of any -d Pines a 
ſecalar power ſhouldbe toremaouevs fromthe ſame,* Ter- . ,,,,2;, 
ribeles ſuutregesfairh ſaint Auſten, ſed ſuper omnes terribilts gai( Pſal,75, 
terres reges : Kinps are greatly to be feared, but be is fearefull 
aboue all tbat maketh kings themſelnes afraide. If we tearc kings 
becauſe they can deſtroy vs, how much more ſhall we feare 
himthat is ableto deſtroy kings! Earthly kings can bue de- 
{troy our bodies z neither can they do thacburwhen & as the 
Lord will grue chem leaue; but this king hath power ouer bo- 
dic andfoule,and ts able when he will ro deftroy both: * frare +3ar.10,28. 
wot chem; faich Chriſt ; chat ksl tbe bodie and-are notuble to hill 
rhe ſoute, but feare bim rbat ss able to defiroy both ſoule and bodte 
inhell fire.  - jy | © oxen d 
7 Againeitistobeoblerued howthe prophetſettethdowne ,, 4, appoin- 
a certaine time determined by Iefas Chriſt for the execution red for the ex- 
of his wrath. For this isimported inthatrthat he ſaith : /z rhe *cvtion of the 
day of bis wrath. herby-be calleth vsto paticce & to aquice 7,” 44 
& contented expeRtarion ofthe renealing:oftbe Lords hand, " 
that we take itnotamiflexfthe Lord donotſoloone manifeſt 
his wrath againſt hisenimics. as we Jefire and looke for. We 
ſee it ofcentimes fall out that cheenmies of Chriſt and his 
church” mfinitely ſtorme and rage againſt his-name and 
Goſpell, and yer in the: meane vime all ehinges goe with 
rhem accordiag to their owne defire. They murther the 
righteous and innocent, and waſh their feere inthe bloude 
ofthem that giue anc teſtimonie vnto: the faith of Chriſt, 
anditheLordeinthe meane time maketh asif beſaw-/trnot, 
and lolderh his handasif he cared not whar were doneby 
'thom; This ſomerinres wee woonderat; andare amazedin __ 
-our mindes to ſee that God ſufferech thoſe thinges —_— £ 
EE done 
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done to poote innocent ſoules for his fake, and doth noe 

ſtraightwaies drawe his ſworde, and bring foorth his. wea- 

pons for the reuenging of their cauſe. Bur the prophet wil- 

leth vs alwates to confider that the Lorde hath appointed a 

daic forthe manifeſting of his wrach againſt lus enimies , 

which as 1a wiſedome and 12Jgement hee hath derermi- 

ned, ſo in wiſcdome alſo hee will obſerue and keepe the 

fame.In the meanctimetheir courſes are notvoknowen vnto 

him, bur he appointeth both which way and how far they 

_ ſhall goe, and dilpoſeth their goings to good'cnds and vies; 
howlocuertheſame be notalwates apparant to our etes. Bur | 

that which the Lord hath appointed they cannot paſſe; they 

cannot goe beyond 1t:; where he hath ſer thener, they ſhalbe 

taken: where he hath digged the pitte, they ſhallcertetnly 

fall;and ſhall not eſcape the plague that he hath prepared for 

them. Howſocuer therefore they reioyce in their preſent 

ſucceſſe, againſt che 1uſt, and comfort themſclues inthe afſu- 

: rance of their owne cſtate asif heaucn and carth were ſworne 

* Pj4l. 37-13- toſerue their will, yet, as Dazidſaith;.* rhe Lord laugheth them 

to ſcorne, becauſe be ſeeth that their dey ts comming : the day 

that ſhall ſtrip them of all their glory, and turne theirlight 

b Zepha.2.10. 1nto darkeneſſe, and giue them the full reward of * their 

pride, whereby they haue reproached the iult aud magnified 

themſelues againſt the people of the Lord. Letvs therefore 1n this 

behalfe ſubmit ourſclues vato the wiſedome of the Eord and 

not preſcribe yvnto him when or how he ſhall glorific hinſelfe 

in the deliverance of h1s people orin the deſtruction of. his 

enemies. And ſeeing the impterics and blaſphennes of the 

wicked conteine far more wrong and offence vnto the ma- 

teſtie of God,thenthey candoevnto vs, and yet he is content 

in reſpeRt of himſclfe toforbeare and to defer his wrath, lec 

_ vs not maruellthat bes ſo How.:in che mainteining and ivit- 

fying of our:cauſc, thatwſeth ſogreatſufferance/and parience 

The day of in iis oVFne. gs of) Ro [FTE 2 | : 

wrath ſp:cially.8 But this day of wratbas it hath relation vnto all choſe daics 

to be vn4erſrced of particular indgements wherein God in this world from 
rþ IM 427'f yime- to time. takerh open Feuenge.vpon wicked men/and 
2 otde 2" perſecutours of his chursh;.ſoit;wult be extended alſo rothar 

4 4 4Y, | »:  ? da def 22's 

lo £ Revel 6.7, *-great day of wrath whereutſhalbetthe conſummation and full 
"i «+a 1 accom. 
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accompliſhment of all judgment 

leth allo * tbe day of wrath and of the declaration of the inſt 
indgement of God; and ſaint Peter : * the day of iudgement and 
of ebe deſbruttion of ungodly men. Which 1s therefore ſpeci- 
ally ſo called becauſe God ſhall theo in ſpcciall manner 
make his 1dgement ro - 5,90 vniverſally vpon all the 
wicked, ſo thatthere ſhalbe no deniallof his hand. For 
now alchough the wrath of God doe oftentimes1ight ypon 
the wicked in ſuch ſort, as that platnly men that haue cies 
may diſcerne vpon ther the hand -of the ſonne of God 
whom they haue difpiſed, yer the world wilfully blinderth ic 
ſelfe and will not behold or acknowledge theretn the work 
of God, bur rather impute all to miſhap, and fortune, and 
oucrfight, and therefore through hardnefle of hart feare 
not to goec forward 1n the ſame iwaies wherein they hane 
feen others to fall before them. Thus chilgren tread intheir 
fachers ſteps, and ſuccefiours follow the cruejtics and vn- 
podly courſesof theirpregdeceflours, without any doubtor 
fearcatall ofcheir vnexpected and fearcfull end. Although 

therefore that God doe thus ſer foorth: his iudgement by 

many dreadfull examples: cucnin this life, yet itisto the 

moſt as ifhe indged nat, becauſe men willnot takeitto be 

hisiudgemeat. Againe albeit many there be thatare thus 

madeſpettaclesofrche wrath of God 1n this world; yet ma- 

ny there arc alſothatſeemetogoetotbeirgraucsin peace, 

as:if God had taken nonotice of them or ynderſtood nat 

what chey had done agaioſt him. Proſperitie and honour 

accorhpany themtotheirend; and the world cannot dif- 

cerne but that they-areblefſed and happie men, But rbae 

day of indgement ſhall reforme allthis errour, when as they 

that now reffſc toſee_or:to acknowledge:the power and 

worke of God inthoſe executions which hee performerh 

inthis world, ſhall have their cies openedtoſce it whether 

they will or noe, and'it ſhall coweto paſle which the pro- 


= 


yn 


. Which faint Paw cal- 


2 Romw.2.5. 
b2,Pet.3 "7s 


pher ſaith : © They will not behold thy bigh bend, O Lord, bat *© £/4.26.11, 


they ſhall ſee it, and ſhalbe confounded withtbe 2.ca/e of thy peo- 
ple;avrd the fire of thine enemies ſhall denoure rbem;, &:2gaine 
when on the ether Hde they that ſecwe in this hife altoge- 
ther to hauc eſcaped the hand 6 God,ſhall at once receme 

| | ” 2 - 


| a doome fully anſwerable to all their finfull and wicked 


T he extent of 
Cbriſts hing- 


dome wnto the 
Gentiles, 


*Fphe,2,12, 


dP/al.47.9. 


_ *Pſal.2.8. 


spPſal.7:.8, 
* Yerſ.11. 


deeds. And ſurely when God puniſheth ſome in this life,as 


he doth; and doth not punſh other who notwithſtanding 
baue deſcrued it as well as they, what doth he butteach 
vsto expeRa further 6ay when his wrath ſhalbe further 
made manifeſt ypon them both © Let 1rnor cherefore be 
gricuous or troubleſome vnto vsto fee them for the time 
fouriſh-and proſper in their euill waics; neither let vs 
yeeld our hartsto be bewitched with the fight of their pre- 
ſent glory, ſo as to be content for the.entoying of their de-. 
ecitfull pleaſures to follow them : but as our cies do now 
behold their outward blifſe, ſo lec our faith in the word of 
God bebold their end, and we ſhall ſee a portion afligned 
for them wherof we would not chooſe to be par:akers with 
them forthe gaining or obteining ofthe whole warld. 

9- In the fixt verſe the propher firlt of all ſetteth foorch 
the large extent of the dominion and kingdome of Icfus. 
Chriſt; as who hath his throne ereRed and eſtabliſhed 
not onely amongſt the Iewes to raigne oner the ſecede of 
eAbrabaw, but amongſt the Genriles alſo and heachen . 
people; who being before * ahens from the common wealth 
of 1ſracll, ſlranger from the couenants of prowiſe without = 
and without God in this world, are bythe preaching of the 
Goſpell * joyned vnto the people of the God of eAbrabam, and 
graffed vpon their ſtocke, tobee partakers with chem of 
like adoption and grace vnto cuerlaſting life. Thus had 
God promiſed before : © /willgine ther the heathen for thine - 
inberitance, and the vitermo#?F parts of the earth for thy poſ- 
ſefſton, ® His dominion ſhall be from the one [ea tothe other, 
and from the fioud wnto the worldes ende + © All hinges ſhall 
worſbip him : all nations ſhall doo him ſeruice. Mamie notable 
prophecies are there foundtorhis purpoſe ; which it ſhall 
notbe ncedtnll rorehearſe: | Which have. beene ſo-nota- 
blie ventfied fince the rine of Chriſtes aſcention bythe 
paſſage and preaching of the Gofpell through the worlde 
(thei Gentiles thereby acknowledgingrthe God of Abra- 
bam,and accepting: the bleſſing that was promiled vnto 
theo» in liis-ſeede ) asriiatiwe may greatly maruaile acthe 
bliadncs am} obftinacie of the Iewes,-w! ie 
: = wil 


wil belecue t£ 
phetsforetold , or be perſivaded that the Meſlias promizs 
ſed vnto'their fathers1s come , when as notwithſtanding 
they ſee that come to paſſe, which according tothejrowne 
bookes could not be butin the daics,and by the comming 
and kingdomec ofthe true Meſlzas.Butnow that God hath 
had this compaſſion vpanour forltorne & wretched eſtate, 
and hath called vs to the felowſhip of this grace, let vs, as | 
the Apoſtle willeth, * praiſe Ged for thi mercte, and ende-= *Rew.15.9. 
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vour with.alt our barts. to - * zia/he wortbie of bim that thus * TP 2126. 


hath calod vito hu kingdome and plovie. Yea andlet the loue 

that we beare tothe roote and ſtocke whereon we growe, 

moouevstoprate vntothe Lord forthem, who werecthe 
* naturall brayncbes of that aliue tree, whom Cod for the * Rom. 11.27, 

tune hath cutoff, that by char occaſian he-thight ſhowe 

mercie-vnto vs; thatnowyceat lenprit he will recurneva- 

to them, and as:hee ad 5 

kept vs fromebem,whenthey as yer enioyedtho privilege 

of bis grace; fo hee will nowe take from their hares * rbe * 2.Cor.3.15. 

veile ot vabelecfe that keeperh theav from vs, that ſecing 

the light of his Goſpell, and beingogarkered wichivs by. 

faich-1nto the boſome /ofhis: cburch'; and all beingimade. 

one ſheepefold vnder one ſhepheard; both chey-and wee 

may thenceforth looke for rhe comming of this ſhepheard 

lefus Chriſt, cogiue vnto-vsthe end of oorfairhand hope, 

and to performevnto vs the goodthimgerwhich heath prov 

miſed,- * which weither vie bark feine, ar-dars bath bets; t, c,,. 

nor haus entred tmro bbe heart of man, whith God barhprepa® © © 
or them that lone him, 0% AE ey 7 

10 Nawe when the father appointeth him rhe indge 4- Chrift appoin- 

moe /tirhe Heathens, he thereby giveth him autſioritic and cedebe indge,-* 

power to preſcribe Jawes;2o determine contrauerfics,and 424 _ a 

to puniſh them that will nat be obegieat vnto hun. (For, "7 copyeHl 
God hath pur all his wordesinto the mouth of this tydge, = IE 

and hath made him the * greet Propher by whom he would 8 Lec.7.16. 

fally and finally reucile vnto vs his will, thatall mens etes -, _ 

may looke onely vato himg and all mens cares may're- Chriſt.theomly, - 

ceivelawesfrom his greuth ; and th allr)liunges belonging "INE fo Ms ; 

to the ſtate and gourrnment of his ſpirituall Kingdowe, TH 

| may. 


Fl 


ce away the © partition wallthat d Fpb.2.14, 
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may depend vpon his voice, without devifing new lawes 
themſclues, of accepting. them-of the deuiſe of other 
men. They therefore that ſer-vp other lawgiuers 11 the 
church, what doe they bur pull dowae Icfus Chriſt, and 
nullific: the worde whereby God the-father hath ſet him 
vwpto bee theſoucraigne and onely 1udge- asthe papilts 
The pthits ſee. Joe , who not contenting themſclucs 1yith the worde of 
ting »y0ther Jeſus Chriſt, haue impoſed ypon thechurch the burden 
lawziverss-" of their owne traditions ; and: haue ſet vpthe biſhop of 
_ gent Clif. ometobee a perperuallDiRatour vnto:the church ;:£o 
eſtabliſh lawes of his owvne, and by his:Nan obHarre to 
take away the lawes of Chriſt. A notable example where- 
of appcered1n.the Councell of Conſtance., where men- 
tioning the inſtitution of Chrift adminiſtripg the ſacra- 
ment vnder both kindes, and ſaying , Drinke yes all of this, 
* Concil» Con- they-yert decree that Hoc now obSitante , * thus notwithitan- 
Panfefprg-. ding, the laie'people ſhall not;be partakers of che. cup, 
calling ita perwerſe or prepofterow ſage to miniſter voto 
thei in both kindes, and araſh aſſertion ro affirme that ſo 
« oughttobe, and condemmig chein for heretickes that 
willminiſter 4nthat ſort. What was this but thevyery pre- 
famption:of Anticbrift,, ſetcing vp. hioſelfe' aboue the 
fonne of God, and taking vpon him: to.cenſure and con- 
eroll the-lawes of Icſus Chriſt 2, Burt ler vs leaue them to 
their owne pride and wilfull deuifes , & acknowledgeno 
>1am.4.12- other butanly | velewginerwhos able to. ſans & to deftray; 
| and-thepefore folow the faithfulnes of the 'Apoltle,, who 
* Tertul.de as Tertullian faith, © Nibil de ſuo indulſerunt ; gave them- 
preſeript. ſeluerno libertie to preſcribe anything of their owne, but kept 
contheret. Tthemfclucs within the limits oftchat commiſſion , Where» 
4Yae.28,20. with they were ſent-vnto all nations, © reaching. theme 
w_ Chriſt , ro obſerve wbatſoewer tbinges I bane comman- 
ed you. Jon: 5 SOS 13H 
\Chrift the oncly 13 , Againe, becauſe Chriſt isappointed to be the onely 
indge by Ly iudge, therefore are we to yeclde all our cauſes and con- 
wear troucrhes to bee decided and determined by his worde. 
a4 comrs. What ſentence he pronounceth , we areto ſtapd vinito it : 
#cr/zcxin bis where he pronouncech no ſentence, we arcto determine 
church, nothing, Inthoſe inficite controuerfies and mm 
. | it 
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-tudge vs, and:be hiwſclfe harh4bere fer downe.the leg- 
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faith and religion wherewith rhe worlde at this time is 
ſo much diftraſted and diuided, it is wiſhed rhat there = 
were ſome iudge , by. whoſe. indifferear ſentence there 
might be reſolurion of thetruth ; and ſo all Rrife-and con 
crouerſie might be appeaſed; But whoſhoulde thisindge 
be, bur he that of God 15 appointedto betheiudge amongſt 
the Heathen, cuenTIclus Chriſt, whoalchough he be in hea- 
uen, yet from heauen ſpeaketh vnto vs in the word of the 
Goſpel, & teacheth vs both-whar to: belecue,& whatto:do 
that we may come vhto bim;If any man rephlie, thatalbeic 
Chriſtin deed do ſpeaken the Goſpell, yet wehanenced | 
of ſome wdpge to tell-ys the meaningof-Chriſtes wordes, 1; 
becauſetheir-is queſtion alſo of rhe meaning thereof, Ian- © 
ſwere that this 1s but a walfull: fhift of froward. men ,, who 

by queſtion of the mucaning ſceke. ta {lip away: from the 
words of Qhrilt, when b1s wordes doe plainly: declare what 
his meanings, Surely if the words'of Chrilt be.notplaine 
enoughto make his meaning knowne ynto vs, wecannot 
ſee but that when ſome man hath ſer downe the meaning 
thereof, there may. againe bo required a'meaning.of: his 
meaning. For God oftentimes ſpeaketb vita vs ſoplaines 
ly in the Scriptures, asthat no man canÞettertellys what 
his meaning 15,then he himſelte doth... When thereforche. - 
ſpeakethplainely vnto vs, and by manifeſt wordesſetteth 
foorth his meaning, farely then to.require a:1udge toin- = 
firutvs ofthe wcaning ofhus words, is nothing eVehuero . 
dally with God, andwadera vaine precepce toree@yhe..... 
erurh whereof he bathaffured vs: Ehryfoſtowme' could fay*: - 

* eAll thinges are cleere and plains by the; holy Scriptures: « chryſ.$t in 
what ſoencr things are #eceſſarie;tbey are manifeſt And Auſten :,7heſſ.be.;, 
inlike.ſort:? I» thuſetbings which arg pltinely ſer.dapne 3y * Anguſs.de 

ſermanres are found a/lthaſorhings that belong tofainh andcon- HE p 
werſation of life. What can be more definely ſpoken to © wt 
commend vnto vs-the ſufficiencie. agg plainnefſe ofthe 
Scriptures for the deciding and cleering of all necefiarie 
-points. Therefore to beeiſhorcſecipg the holy Seripture 
'conteineth thoſe lawes and ſtatutes by which Chrift ſhall 


rence,whereby we ſballcitherſtand ocfallbybelceying or 


not: 


.and their prac. WV fee well 


 balfe, . them.Bocchey woald' 


-#n the argument 


# as 


notbelecving, living or nor living as be hath taught vs, let 
vsſctaſideallother tadges and tudgements, afd in fimpli- 
city and faithfulneſſe follow the rule that is there deltue- 

red'vhro vs; alwaies .affuring our ſelues that whatſocuer 

'is neceſſarie for the obtciaing of cuerlaſting hte, Chritt 
ſpeakerl1ic-:nrhe ſcriptures fomewhere ſoplainly, as that 

we need notfeare co take inſtruQidnthereof immediately 

from his owne mouth. And although in thoſe beancnly 

oraclesot ſacred indgementsthere bemanythings hard to 

. be vnderſtood, winch may exerciſe the wits and itudics of 

the beſt learned, and giue vs occafion roadmirethe deepe 

and ynſcarcheable wifedome of alaightie God; yer many 

2 Aueuſt.ep.z, things alſo there are wherein God * fpeakethro the haves not 
onely of the le arned,but alſo of the vnlearned,and yeeldeth not 

only a deepe forthe elephant co ſfivimme; but alſo a ſhal- 

low for tba rowade,inthe vic whereof weghall caft- 

ty perceive thar he bath abundantly promded for oar com- 

forcand faluation. Onely let vs be carcfull daily to exerciſe 

ourſclues inthe meditation of the ſcriptures, leait rhar by 
ourncgleGtchoſe things become obſcurcandiard, which 
byvicand praiſe of the word ſhould beotherwiſe fanuli- 


ar andplainevnrovs. - USTIIN S INE | 
The papiſtsche-3 2 And as forthem who not contented with theſe reſo- 
lenging vnto {ationsand 1ud nes of Iefus Chriſt, doe challenge vnto 
B_ _ 4 be themſelues to beiudges for the derermining of the contro- 
On {bee verfies of the church,-let:rhem follow their :owne courſe. 
Wy enough what their purpoſe 'and praRtiſe is. 
tiſe in that be= They feethe tadgements of Chriſt robe wanifettly againſt 
» he Es {wade vs,yeathey bida man *-af- 
hepa 'ſnre himſelfe that if any rope rare - dn bo bim us = 
ef the Eriſtles 19 #0 theirehureh he failerh of theright ſenſe, Torthemſelues 
ingeneral, therefore and tothe biſhop'of Rome theyfayir belongerh 
to gtacthe ſenſe; and whileft they ginerbefenſe, we inay 

be fare they will make enery thing to ſerue their turne,and 

Horhing to be'againſt them. Barby their giuing the fenfe 

they bring topaſſe tharwhen Chritt ſpeaketh:one thmg,he 
-muſt'meahe another;-andthe fenfe maſt ben plaine and 

'expreſſe contradiction to'the 'words; Thus:wwhen Cheitt 

Haith : © Tr forall wot biawe me aleraies with you, they tell hex 

Us 


Vs Eons Wouee” og GE ec" EF” 7] . 
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is plainely gainſaied, which telleth vs that Chriſt offered 
himſelfe but * ence, and needed nt often to offer bimſelfe ; 
that he s * gone into beauen not to offer bimſelfe often,becaule 
© where there ts forgineneſſe of ſinnes, asthere 1s by Chriſtes 
once offering ofhimſelfe, © chere © no more offering for ſinne. 
Burt all this notwithſtanding we muſt not thinke tha it is 
-ſo meant, butthar Chriſt is to be offered often, and beg 
gone into heauen doth eucry day concur withthe prielt to 
offer vp himſelfe, and that forgiuenefſe-of {innes 1t nor o 
purchaſed by the death and facrihce of Chriſt ypon his 
croſfe, but that we mult conrinvally haue in the church an 


offering for finne, Chriſt ſaith in words * Drinke ye all of « 114th.26,27, 


this,as wag before allcaged ; but we wuſt thinke he meant 
that all ffOulde not drinke bur the prieſt onely, The word 


of Chriſt is that we may not* call upon him 1m whom we do not 
beleene : but his meaning for all thatis that we ſhall call 
vpon ſaints though we may not belecue in them. The word 
of Chriit is that asthere 1s but ove God, ſo there # but ® one 
mediatonr betwixt God and man: but his meaning[for all that 


muſt be chat allthe ſaints of beauen mult be our media- 


tours vato God, The worde of Chriſt is that we ſhall not 
® make 4 grauen image to fall downe to it or to worſhip itz, but 
wemult thinke that he meant that we ſhould make vs gra-' 
ucnimages to fall downe before them, to worſhip them, to 
offer and pray vnto them. What impugdent men are theſe, 
and how hard 1stheir forehead that will goe abour ro per- 
ſwade vs that Chriſt hath a ſenſe and meaning ſo direQly 
contrary to that that he ſpeaketh, And yetthey forfooth 
muſt be taken for the iudges of the ſcriptures, and whatlo- 
cuer-Chriſt ſaith we muſt belecue nothing bur according 
torhat meaning that they will make of it, becauſe as one 
of them ſaich,ifa man have the interpretation ofthe church 
ot Rome, hehath the true ſenſe of ſcripture, alchough he 
cannot ſee howit-agreeth with the words. Let vs deteſt 
theſe hypocrites more and more,and let theſe things ſo pal- 


pably lewde and abſurd teach vs to ſtop our cares agu 
| C2 dl Rp thoſe 


[ 


his meaning was not but to be alwaies really-preſent with 


vs,and cuery day inthe maſſe to be offered in ſacrifice vnto 
God. And this offering of Chriſt by the words of ſcripture 


2 Heb,7.27, 
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| *Rom.16.13. thoſe * faire words and flattering fpeecbes wherewith they 
ſend their firens and mermaides abroade tobegnile and ſe- 
duce tbe barts of ſimple men, Yea andlct vscleaue ſo much 
the more ſtedfaſtly vato the tudgement of the word of 
Chrilt, becauſe weſce that for the mainteining of their bad- 
cauſe, they are forced ſo grotly to abuſe the ſame, When 
weſeethe text of ſcripture ſo plaine for our ſelues that in 
words itafhrmeth the ſame that we teach,and ſo pregnant 
againſt chem thar they are fainc ſo abſurdly to wreſt it to 
ſcroe their turne, how can we doubt but that the iudge of 
truth ſpeaketh on our part, and that their ſetting 'vp of 
another judgement ſeate 1s nothing elſe but an appeale 
from the ſentence of this iudge. Ler them proſecute their 
appeale, bur we will reſt in the word and ſentence of him 
whom God hath ſet vp to be rhe indge among [t the heathen. 

Chrift aindge Who laſt of all becauſe be is the 1ndge ſhall agard iuſt 


ro berenenged 1. nnation to them that arc diſobedient, and wh nor ſub- 
ef them that are 


diſbbedient vn. 6 Pit chemſeluesto be guided by bis 1udgment, And though 
how. happely they be ſach as profeſle his name, yer being enc- 
miesto his word, they are enemies vnto him, and ſhall re- 


ceiue their 1dgement accordingly : as who indeede pre- 
tend the name of Chriſt, not to honour Chrilt, þur by pre- 
tence thereofto ſerue and ſet vp themſclues. 

' The furieof 13 | The prophet nowe hauing ſer foorth Chriſt as the 
Chrifts wrath jygpe of all nations, rerurneth againe todeclarc his wrath- 
+ rg beeni- fall indignation and furic againſt his enimies. And to that 
” urpoſc he addeth : He ſhall fill all with dead carkeiſes,g&c. 
here he compareth him to a bloudie conquerour, who 
hauing gotten the viftorie, and having now the lay 1n his 
owne handes, killeth and (laieth withour mercie , fo that 
the earth is in a maner covered with the multitude of dead 
men. Bur what the earthly conquerour doth by crueltie, 
the ſame-Chriſt heere is brought 1n as doing by uſt 1ndge- 
ment. Onely by theſe teries of bodily flaughter we muſt 
vnderſtand thoſe both corporall and ſpirituall z both tem- 
porall and eternall deſtrutions wherewith Chriſt ſhall 

reward the pride & rebellion of them , who cither in him- 
ſelfe or in his members oppoſe themſclues againſt him, 


And ifit be afcarcfull thing vnto ys to fallintothe p_—_ 
CT 
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of tyrants who praGtiſe theſe cruell and horrible executi- 
ons vpon mens bodies, how dreadfull a thing ſhould itbe 
vnto vs toprouoke the wrath of him that ſhall bring this 
fearcfull damnation both vpon bode and ſoule© Are we 
mooued co concelue the bodies of (laine men lying In 
heapes vpon the ground, and doth it not mooue vsto con- 
ſider the multiude of the world caſting themſelues heape- 
wiſe and headlong vnder the {word of Icſus Chriſt, and.dy- 
ing by his hande © And if we naturally abhorre to imagine 
our owne bodies lying among the carkeiſes of dead men 
_ to be deuoured of wilde bealts , and-to be as carion for 
kites and rauens, how vnnatural are we to our ſelues when 
by contempt of Chriſt and his commandements we ſuffer 
our ſeluesto lie amongſt the heapes of wicked men in the 
damnation of finne, to become the pray and ſpoile of the : 
diuell aud bis angels, and with them to be partakers of 
cucrlaſting fire © * tr 5 a fearefull thing to fall into the hands * Heb,xo.z 1. 
of the lining God; who is not ſo gracious andlouely vato - 
them thar ſecke him, but he isasſharpe and ſeuere vnto 
them that will not be guided by his worde, 
14 Whichſcueritic the prophet againe denounceth not ow crit 
onely tothe baſer ſort, butalſoto the greateſt and migh- hath given ex> 
ticſt amongſt men, when he ſaith that he ſoa ſtrike tbe head, P*ricnce of bu 
or bims that ts the head oner great countries. For by theſe yet — 
wordes he deſcribeth the great monarches and princes of ,,.,; monerches 
the worlde, who hauing many and great countries vnder and potentates 
their dominion,ſhould inthe pride of their greatneſſe, re- #fthe world. 
fiſt the kingdome of Icſus Chriſt, but yet for al their might 
ſhouly nor eſcape the deadly ſtroke of his reuenging hand. 
And hereof we finde many notable examples inthe ſto- 
ries of the church, wherein wee may behold howe ven- 
geance hath followed princes and greatmen to ſtrip them 
of their crownes and dignities; to bring them to contempt 
and ſhame 3 to deſtroy them by horrible and fearefull 
death, who haue abuſed their ſtate and greatneſle a- 
wm apr and ſought thereby the oucrthrow of his 
church. It woulde be too long to difcourſe of Herode, who 
thinking by the death of Chriſt togaine the aſſurance of 
thekingdome of Iudea to himfelfe, was by Caine the em- 
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perour deprived of his kingdome, and ended his life an 
exile and baniſhed man*” of Pontizs Pilate who condem« 
ning the righteous ſonne of God to vadeſerued death, 
became afrerwards the butcher and murcherer ofhimſclfe? 
of the other Herode who killed [ames, and would haue kil- 
led Peter alſo, who for his pride was ſtriken by the angell 
of God,and deuoured being yer aliue of vermine and lice © 
Looke vnto the Heathen emnperors of Rome,who were in- 
decd the heads oner preat countries, and who praiſed the 
orcatelt oppoſition againſt the kingdome of Chritt, and 
lee whether there were 1n a manner any of them that ſo 
did, ypon whom the hand of Ieſus Chriſt was not mani- 
feſtly to be ſecne. Nerothe emperour * dedicator dammati- 
0nts noitre , as Teriullian calleth bim, that 1s , che firit that 
made alaw to condemne Chriftians todeath, afterall his vil- 
lanies and cruelties being condemned himnſelte by the Se- 
nateofRometo be whipped to death, to auoid this tudge- 
ment fied away by night, and complaining that he coulde 
finde neither friend nor enlimie to diſpatch him, but yet 

rofetling that as he had lined a ſhamefull life,ſo he would 
die a ſhamecfull death, fell vpon ls owne {word and killed 
himſelfe. Domitian who as Tertwullian allo ſpeakerth, was 
>-portio Neronss de crudelitate, for bis crueltie a piece of Nero, 
was {laine 1n his chamber by che conſent of his owne wife. 
Hadrian was taught to rue his ſhedding of bloud by a hor- 
ridle luxe & iflue of his owne bloud , wherewith he grew 
in the end co that exceeding torment, asthat he called for 
poiſon & {word to diſpatch himſelfe. Commods a man for 
his lewdneflc and crueltic iikened to thoſe moniters Ners 
and Domitian, was firſt poiſoned by Aſartia his concubine, 
and afterward ftrangled by Narciſſus. Senerwthe empe- 
rour was ſocruclly tormented 1o his whole bogte, as that 
he alſo deſired poiſon to end hislife. M{aximinus was torne 
in peecesof his owne ſouldiours, Decim was drownedin a 
quagmire.Valerius as was before ſaid, was taken by Sapores 


king of Perſia, &afcer much indignitie his sk1n was flaied 


off, & ſale caſt ypon his ray fleſh, & lo in miſerable fort he 
ended his wretched life. D:oclefian killed hunſclte. Galrenue 


& Aurelignua were llainby others. /ulian the apoltata __ 
a 


Eee oo BEES op, EE gn oY Ig A PTC, Pre ee ee ee oc 
# #FF P& f t#a// s / ” "a FF f 7,11, O/ F 


4 of Fs uy 
” 7 L p 
ES 2 F; 


oy = TL <a "HD 6 

Ly Gs C - a OS 

AY. s $4 OE EE ET ITN 43 

*- oF. W=_g- FE 
bg FL + 


x WS 4 -X- 
SL, 


y 


- 4 


all his both violent and wily praCtiſes agai 
church,in battel againſt che Perſians was wonded to death 
and taking of his owne bloud in his hand, ſprinkleth it vp= 
ward, & perforce acknowledgeth the iudgermet of Chriſt, 
ſaying, Viciſti renders Gal«lee;T hou Galitean yet at length haſ? 

otten the victorie. Thele were tyrants and perſecutors of 
the church, and in them as 1 many more which it were to 
long to rehearſe,we ſce the wordes of the prophet verified 
that Chriſt ſhould ſwite and wounde euen the yery heads 
oucr great countries, Yeatheſe our times haue not wanted 
verie notable and pregnant examples of this iudgement 
ofthe Lord. For if wee looke backe vnto them who haue 


bene che ſpeciall authors of thoſe maſſacres and murthers_ 


that haue beene committed ypon tbe profeſlours of the 
Goſpell, we ſhall cafily perceive that God hath returned 
the bloud which they baue ſhed, vpontheir owne heades. 
They haue come tofearcful ends by lice, by luxe of bloud, 
by poiſoning, by ſtabbing, & hawng firtt combined them- 
ſcluesto the deſtruction of rhe faithfull, haue afterwards 
fallen to conſpiring and practiling one againft ſnother, 


This is the worke of Chriſt; chis 1s his fearetull-wrath; that 


men may learne to {tand in awe of him, and nottoabuſe 
their greatneſſe and poiver to the oppugning of his king- 
dome. ” 


15 Therefolloweth now a word ortwo to be ſpoken of The vengeance: 


the laſt verſe. He ſhall drinke of the brooke in the way : there- of Cri cea- 

fore ſhall be lift vp hus head. The former part of which words ee» þ _—_ 
1s hardto be vnderitocd, neither will I take vpon me cer-j,, ,,,-, a. 
. teinly to Jetermine the weaning thereof, Thke belttofol- ;1 £ have de=. 


lowthein who conſtrue che ſame to the like purpoſe in ge- /roed them. 


nerallas the words beforez as if che prophet having 1m- 

orted Chriſts victorie gotten againſt his enemies would 
further ſignifie thatas a noble conquerour having wonne 
the battell and putthe encmic to flight, purſuerh and tol- 
loweththe chafe with m1ghr and maine, and the more 1n- 
ſtantly copreſſe then, will norturne out of the way to re- 
freſh hitſelfe bur 1s content to drinke of the brooke that 
he findethinthe way and fo cutreth them of one any one 


vntull they be ytterly waſted and overthrow NeprRaue the . 
onne 
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-Chriſts viftorie 
and olorious 
triumph ouer all 
:-bu enzmies, 


« Zob.31,26, 


- __ fohne of God Tefus Chriſt with all wrath and furie ſhall 
| roſecate his enemies, and hold them ſtill in chaſe,and pur- 
ſuc them by his diuine powerand ſword of tadgement, fo 


hat none of them ſhall eſcape, bur all ſhall fall vnger his 
= Certeine itis that 1uſt vengeance is ſtill waiting at 
the heeles of the enemies of Chriſt, and ceaſeth not to tol- 
low them vntill it haue ytterlPdeſtroied them. They may 
ſeeme fora time to flic and to eſcape; their potnpe and 
power may fſeeme to hide them and to ſhield them from 
the Lords hand; butin the.end he will ouertake them,and 
find tkem out, and pullthem out of their holes, and ſer his 
feere ypontheir necks; and poure ypon them everlaſting 
confuſion, Let no man flatter hiralelfe ; let no man be ſe- 
cure in'enmitte againſt the Lord. Preſent ſtanding is no 
warrant againſt future falling. The fworde that hath nor 
yet{triken, yet isgone foorth to ſtrike, and Mall nor re- 
rurne vatill it * wound ihe bead of Gods enimies,and the curled 
pates of them that walke forward in their ſinnes; * whoſe indge- 
ment long agone, as Saint Peter ſaith, i not farre of, and their 
damnation ſleepeth nor. 
16 Thelaſt words import the glorious triumph of Ieſus 
Chriſt, bauing now ſubdued all his cnimics andcaſft them 
vnder his feete for cucr. Therefore ſhall he lift vp his bead. 
Ie may be taken cither that Chriſt ſhall lift vp or bolde vp 
his head, or that God the father ſhalllifevp the head of his 
fonne Icfus Chriſt. As holding downe the head betokeneth 
ſorow and ſhame, ſo the holding or lifting vp of the head 
berokeneth reioycing, and triumph, and glorie, and full 
confidence of fafctic and affured eſtate. Thus ſhall Chriſt 
lifr vp the head by way of triumphing and reioycing, when 
he ſhall have taken full vengeance of his aduerſartes, and 
freed,not himſelfe onely, but the whole body of his church 
from the aſſaults and dangers of all enimies. We ſee now 
that ofcentimes, though not in himſelfe , yet m his mem- 
bers,he is faine to hang downethe head, and to weare the 
badges of reproch and ſhame, whileſt rhe vogodly vaunt 
themſelues,and goe looking vpon the ſunne,and intheir 
harts deſpiſe the righteous, accounting more vilely ofthem 


then ofthe duſt of their feete. But the caſe ſhal be hs 
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the riſing of Chriſt, ſhall bee their fall: the lifcing vp of 
Chriſtes heas,ſhall be the caſting downe of theirs; and it 
ſhall be fulfilled which1s written : *(Bebold my ſerwants ſhall * Eſa.65.1z. 
reioice,and yee ſhallbe aſhamed: bebold my ſeruants ſoall ſing for I4. 
ioy of hart,ef+ yee ſhall crie for ſorow of bart Jand ſhall hawle for 
| vexation of minde, We may otherwiſe ynderſtand that God 
the father ſhall /ife vp the headof Ieſus Chriſt in the ſame 
meaning as Pharaois ſaied ® ro lift vptibe bead of his chicfe * Geneſ 40.13, 
butler, that is, to aduance him to his place of dignitic and 
bonour. Which God the father hath done alreadie vpon 
his firſt conqueſt, hauing ſet him at his right hand as hath 
becne before declared, and more fully Thall doe when he 
ſhall haue © pat allibings vnder bis feete, and ſhall make his * 1.Cor.15.27- 
glorie manifeſt ynto all the world, and ſhall ſo eſtabliſhthe | 
kingdomethat he hath gtuen him, that thencefoorth there 
ſhall neuer be cnimie to refiſt the ſame. Tothis king Teſus 
Chriſt rogither with the father and the holy Ghoſt, 
one God,immortall,inutfible,and onely wiſe 
be all praiſe and honourand glory 
both now and for cuer, 
Amen. 
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